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ELWIN BASQUIN IN CHANNEL 47'S NEW STUDIO AT BRADLEY 

New Man At Ch.47 
By JERRY KLEIN 

rJ1annel 47's cavernous new 
studio in Jobst Hall on the 
Bradley campus stands as 
deserted these days as a bas
ketball court in July. 

But if the station's new 
manager has his way and 
enough money comes along, 
the studio will be seething 
with live local programming 
one fine day. 

This; to Elwin Basquin, is 
the public broadcasting facili
ty's first priority. "We need 
lighting, c a m e r a s, control 
room equipment. It will take 
$350,000 to $375,000 u n t i 1 
we're ready to go. And our 
second goal is a mobile unit. 
We really want to serve our 
community - not just Peo
ria. And to do it we need a 
mobile unit. You just can't 
bring everything you want 
into the studio.'' 

Basquin is 47's first full
time employe. He is 40, solid 
and looks somehow English 
as he tamps a stubby pipe 
full of Borkum Riff. But he 
said his antecedents are 
French who came to Iowa a 
long time ago and used to 
spell the name Basquine. 

"There's a tremendous op
portunity for local shows," 
he said. "We'd like to pick 
up the city council meeting 
live, occasional school board 
meetings, current topics of 
interest. There are a lot of 
things going on here that 
people outside the city may 
not even know a.bout. Take 
Lakeview Center or the Sym
phony playing at the Shrine. 
Even if you fill the hall, 
you've got half a million peo
ple out there who can't get 
in.'.' · 

Basquin said he envisioned 
Channel 47 with a full-time 
staff of 25. 

"I came here with great 
expectations of what public 
television can be. The struc
ture of 47 is a model of what 
most public stations wish 
they had with its communi
ty.-wide board of leadership. 
Most public s_tations are uni
versity centered and there is 
always the possibility of po
litical control. Of particular 
interest to me and what real
ly brought me here was the 
enthusiasm for it. I haven't 
sensed that kind of respect 
elsewhere." 

He said many similar sta
tions fall into the pit of exist
ing . for the culturally elite. 

- "Cultural programming i s 
important, but it shouldn't be 
overdone. We plan sometWng 
for everybody. We should of
fer anything and everything 
commercial television is not 
offering. 

One of the station's imme
diate goals, he said, is to ex
pand the broadcast schedule, 
first by moving into Saturday 
night, "which could be our 
best night." He said the pos
sibilities are almost limitless, 
that Cbannel 47 could be of
fering programs never before 
seen here, such as Kup's 
Show, David Susskind, or 
special late-night repeats of 
shows aimed at doctors, busi
D e s s m e n and professional 
people who are often too 
busy to watch television be
fore 10 p.m. 

The station now tapes all 
the shows off the network so 
that it is not locked into any 
rigid schedule. It is able to 
scrap its announced schedule 

and offer any substitute pro
gram, as it did during the 
long Tndia Pakistan debates 
in the United Nations. 

And it is prohibited by FCC 
regulations f r o m carrying 
co~nercials. 

Basquin said there is a 
good -chance during its tele
thon in May the station will 
get a good direction for the 
future. "The week before 
May 7 will be 'This Was the 
Week That Could Be' for 
us," he- said, "We'll have 
preview copies of new pro
grams we could use if we 
had the money. We'll be load
ing our programming with 
this and will do a lot of 
filmed local stuff as a show
case for what we could be 
dotng. It starts Sunday, May 
7 at 4 p.m. · and our goal is 
4;700 new members for 47, at 
$15 a family membership. 

He said there are now 
about 3,500 families who are 
members and that the goal is 
10,000. Two-thirds of the pres
ent members are _ situated in 
the immediate area and Pe
kin has 20 per cent of the 
total. And with such pro
grams as "Elizabeth R," 
"The Forstyte Saga," "Vibra
tiims" and "Film Odyssey," 
to say nothing of the continu
ing "Sesame Street," "Elec
tric Co." and "Misterogers' 
Neighborhood" a 1 o n g with 
"Hodgepodge Lodge," it al
ready has had a consi.derable 
impact. But there are a mil
l10n people in Channel 47's 
signal · area, and Basquin is 
determined to let them all 
know what public, non-tax
supported and non-commer
cial television is really all 
about. 


