


THE OPPORTUNITY 

Noncommercial television should address itself to the 
ideal of excellence, not the idea of acceptability - which 
is what keeps commercial television from climbing the 
staircase. I think television should be the visual counter
part of the literary essay, should arouse our dreams, sat
isfy, our hunger for beauty, take us on journeys, enable us 
to participate in events, present great drama and music, 
explore the sea and the sky and the woods and the hills. 
It should be our Lyceum, our Chautauqua, our Minsky's, 
and our Camelot. 1t should restate and clarify the social 
dilemma and the political pickle. Once in a while it does, 
and you get a quick glimpse o'f its potential. 

- E. B. White, 1967 
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ILLINOIS VALLEY PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT - JUNE 1972 

To Friends and Associates dedicated to Public Broadcasting in Central Illinois 

As one who has had a very close association with bringing the Channel 47 concept 
into being, I again wish to thank the many fine people and business institutions who 
have demonstrated, by their participation, that public television can become a vital 
force in our community. 

Each day letters and calls from many grateful viewers, of all ages, tell the story of 
our success. Will we continue to broadcast the fine programs heretofore not seen in 
Central Illinois? Will we grow to provide even greater service to the community? Most 
certainly we will IF each of us accepts our share of the responsibility. 

What must be done in the months and years ahead has been discussed in the summary 
of the annual report by Mr. Basquin, Channel 47's outstanding Station Manager. I com
mend alild fully support his recommendations to you and urge you to assist him in 
achieving the goals set forth for our second year. 

Sincerely yours, 

Philip Weinberg 
President 



I, PERSPECTIVES 

OUR FIRST YEAR IN PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

Channel 47 has completed its first year of on-the-air broadcasting. It is a milestone 
in accomplishment that came from nearly 10 years of planning and hard work. 

It could have happened only as a result of the vision and concern of a few individuals. 
This first anniversary• is a tribute to those key people who marshalled the community 
support to bring Channel, 47 into reality. To be particularly cited is Bradley University 
and its dedicated people for providing the leadership in this project. 

We should not only honor these past accomplishments but also commit ourselves to 
sustain and develop this vital community resource. This task will require the continuing 
effort and support of every responsible corporate and individual citizen in Central 
Illinois. 

The future looks promising. During the next year it will be necessary to achieve an 
adequate level of financial stability so that we might set our community service goals 
with assurance that they can be guaranteed. 

Within these pages you will find the results of the first year efforts. We trust you will 
want to play an important role in the future of public broadcasting in our community. 

I personally am proud to be a part of Channel 47, and hope that you will share with 
me the pleasure of participation in the building of a better community through public 
broadcasting. 

Elwin L. Basquin 

~~~ 



II, FACILITIES 

The WTVP facilities are among the finest 
and most modern in this part of the country. 
Acquisition, construction and installation of 
the Channel 47 faci I ities were the result of 
professional planning and development'. 

On September 2, 1970 groundbreaking 
ceremonies marked the beginning of the con
struction of the addition to Bradley Uni
versity's Jobst Hal I (which was to house the 
TV station) and the Channel 47 tower. 

The recently completed broadcast center 
includes the largest TV studio in the area, 
master control area, a telecine operations 
center, a studio control room, and support 
areas for production and engineering activities. 
These additions, plus the existing Bradley 
University Television Center facilities, make 
up a centralized communications complex 
capable of supplying a wide variety of pro
duction or distribution requirements. 

On June 27, 1971, Channel 47 signed on
the-air as the highest power TV station in 
Central 111 inois. The 55 kilowatt Visual Elec
tronics transmitter coupled with an Ampex 
UHF slot antenna atop the 300-foot tower, 
broadcast color programs covering a 40-mi le 
radius from Peoria. Telecine equipment in
cludes 2 Ampex color videotape recorders, 
and a General Electric color film island. 

From the arrival of the first equipment in 
late 1970 until the building construction was 
completed in the Fal I of 1971, the engineer
ing staff worked around the clock to install 
and make ready the Channel 47 faci I ities. 

Since that time, the staff has been com
pleting permanent i nsta I lati on of equipment 
and operating Channel 47 throughout its 6-
day, 45-hour weekly broadcast schedule. 

A great deal remains to be done. The new 
studio area needs special lighting equipment, 
acoustical treatment, and an audio system. 

The TV studio control room area is yet to 
be remodeled and equipped. Additional equip
ment donated to the station must also be modi
fied and installed for service. 

The WTVP staff are not building only for 
today's needs, but for the future expanded use 
of these faci I ities to provide a wide spectrum 
of community services to Central Illinois. 



111, PROGRAMMING 

It a 11 began a year ago. 

On Sunday, June 27, at 3:30 P.M., public 
broadcasting for Central 111 inois became a 
reality when Channel 47 began its first week 
of broadcasting. 

Since that first week, WTVP's programming 
has increased by 18 hours per week, including 
morning broadcasts of "Sesame Street" and 
"The Electric Company," as well as all-new 
programming on Friday nights. One half of each 
weekday"s schedule on 47 consists of the best 
in award-winning children's programming. 

Public Broadcasting this year garnered its 
share of Emmvs (eleven in all): 

"Elizabeth R," on Masterpiece Theatre, 
and actress Glenda Jackson received a total 
of five Emmys. 
Other awards went to productions from NET 
Opera, Hollywood Television Theatre and 
the Great American Dream Machine. Again 
this year, Sesame Street was awarded an 
Emmy for Outstanding Achievement in Chil
dren's Programming, 

On October 31, five months ahead of sched
ule,, Channel 47 became electronically inter
connected with PBS, the Public Broadcasting 
Service in Washington D.C. Previously, pro
grams had been received through the mai I on 
videotape, a process requiring some seven 
weeks delay. But with electronic intercon
nection, Channel 47 joined with the 216 other 
public TV stations throughout the country in 
presenting nationwide "live" coverage of 
important events. 

This year"s locally produced programming 
included a color special with the Peoria Civic 
Ballet, a weekly half-hour public affairs se
ries--Feature 47, plus a week of Pledge Nights 
and a seven-hour Telethon. 

As the station continues to develop, addi
tional broadcast hours can be added, hopefully 
expanding to include Saturday programming in 
the Fall of 1972. In addition, Channel 47 will, 
periodically, focus on our own community"s 
assets and needs with locally produced pro
grams. 

A Programming Advisory Council, repre
senting the many pub I ic agencies and educa
tional groups, has been organized. This 

Council serves as the pulse for the community's 
needs in the types and areas of programming 
and provides the station with feedback on its 
current schedule. 

Channel 47 has a programming policy of 
offering a variety of programs not generally pro
vided by commercial broadcasters. WTVP 
does not see its role as competitive with mass 
audience appeal programming on commercial 
television, but rather as a source of program 
viewing opportunities to diversify what is 
available on the airwaves. 



JV, PUBLIC RESPONSE 

One year ago, the majority of citizens in 
Central Illinois had never experienced 
public television. Since that time, through 
the efforts of countless individuals and groups, 
a large percentage of the population has 
heard the story and are viewers of the variety 
of programming Channel 47 offers. 

Nearly 5,000 contributing families, in
dividuals, and organizations are now helping 
to support WTVP. Channel 47's signal can 
potentially reach over one million people in 
Central Illinois, although its strongest im
pact has been in the tri-county area. 

During the recent membership drive which 
took the form of a week of Pledge Nights with 
on-the-air salutes to eight different counties 
in the viewing area and a 7-hour Telethon, 
over 1,000 new families joined in support of 
Channel 47. An additional 1,000 families and 
individuals renewed their continuing financial 
contributions--a strong vote of confidence in 
the station. 

Over 100 pieces of mai I flow each week 
into the Channel 47 office with praise, funds, 
comments, and suggestions for WTVP's pro
grams. Needed help to inform the public about 
Channel 47 and its programming is beginning 
to develop with the other media in the Central 
Illinois area. 

Weekly, clubs and organizations request 
speakers and information to acquaint their 
membership with Channel 47 and public broad
casting. Tours and public appearances help 
involve others with the station. Many cable 
TV operators are adding Channel 47 to their 
systems so that they may offer their subscri b
e rs the full range of television programming 
available. Channel 47 looks to the "Friends of 
47 Forum" for continued leadership in develop
ing community and membership impact and in 
expanding pub I ic participation throughout 
Central 11 linois. 

Spotty reception, antenna orientation, plus 
operation of the transmitter at low power this 
Spring, have affected our penetration into 
certain communities. Steps are being taken 
to overcome most of these obstacles this year. 
But many people are sti 11 unaware of the pro
gram services that Channel 47 offers. A great 
deal of public information work needs to be 
done in the coming months. 



VI PLANS - PROJECTS 

The immediate concerns for the station in
clude the fol lowing: 

(a) Urgently required - a stable financial 
base to provide continuing services. Currently • 
it requires a minimum of $10,000 a month to 
keep the station on the air. A tentative 1972-73 
budget of $213,800 adopted by the Illinois 
Valley Pub I ic Telecommunications Corporation 
Executive Committee on April 25th would pro
vide for full-time staff, and additional hours of 
programming each week--including Saturdays. 
Obviously, the planned budget is only as 
valid as our ability to raise the needed funds. 

Nearly 5,000 supporting members are cur
rently supplying approximately $65,000 this 
year toward our operating budget. 

Until the individual memberships approach 
10,000 families, we are dependent upon cor
porate, business and institutional assistance. 
TheTrustees must assume a major share of 
this responsibility and should involve con
cerned community leaders in this effort. A 
goal of $90,000-$100,000 needs to be gener
ated from the Central Illinois business com
munity, and the need is urgent. 

(b) One of the important goals for any 
public television station is a strong local 
program production capability. This fall, De
partment of Health, Education and Welfare 
matching funds can be sought for TV capital 
expansion projects. Of high priority is the 
need to obtain matching funds for studio and 
control room equipment to allow for exten-
sive local program production. This equip
ment will require an investment of some 
$350,000 of which approximately $95,000 in 
local matching funds needs to be raised 
through a capital fund drive. Possible 
challenge grants toward this local matching 
requirement may be available from foundations. 

(c) An expanded public information pro
gram, particularly outside the metropolitan 
area is needed. Clear reception, antenna 
orientation, community involvement and 
support, and the variety of programming all 
need to be clarified. Our impact in outlying 
communities will be aided with the addition 
of Channel 47 to several CATV ins ta I lat ions. 
Cooperation from TV set manufacturers, TV 
servicemen, and antenna suppliers wi 11 also 
help accomplish this goal. The station is 
planning the production of a 16 mm film which 
wi II tell the story of WTVP to clubs, groups 
and organizations. 

(d) Local production plans, when funds 
permit, will include specialized programming 
for the senior citizen, public and community . 
affairs, cultural activities, and special events 
of interest throughout the Central 111 i nois area. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Although the membership program is pro
gressing, it can realistically only provide 
approximately 25 to 30% of needed opera -
tional income. Therefore, a concerted effort 
to develop an immediate business /corporate 
contact system for annual operating expenses 
during the transitional growth period must 
be organized. This can best be done by creat
ing a participating group of key community 
leaders and trustees. The financial goal of 
$100,000for this drive should be adopted, 
and detai Is worked out as soon as possible 
for action. 

2. Channel 47 needs to broaden its program
ming schedule as resources permit. To that 
extent, I recommend Channel 47 begin broad
casting on Saturdays beginning in October 
to coincide with the network Saturday offerings. 
This will cost an additional $12,000 annually. 

3. In September, applications for Federal 
matching funds can be made for television 
equipment. Channel 47 does not own studio 
and control room equipment for production of 
loca I programs. I recommend that the trustees 
instigate a capital fund drive for a commitment 
of $95,000 in local matching dollars for this 
equipment. 

4. In order to generate widespread community 
support and involvement, the "Friends of 47" 
must broaden their activities to" local chapters" 
in as many outlying communities as possible. 
I recommend that "Friends of 47" Board take 
action to form such contacts, with aid from 
the trustees and staff, within the Channel 47 
viewing area; and involving these communities 
through viewing and membership participation. 

5. A spring '73 major community-wide fund
raising effort will need to be conducted. The 
most successful event by community stations 
throughout the country is an Annual TV 
Auction. I recommend that the Board of Trustees 
and the Friends of 47 Board adopt this fund
raising plan and proceed to make the necessary 
arrangements to successfully implement this 
project. 



ESTIMATED OPERATIONAL BUDGET July 1, 1972 - June 30, 1973 

I. Personnel 
Permanent Staff 
Part Time Help 

Total Personnel 

$ 67,500 

$ 31_,500 

II. Travel 

111. Genera I Office 

IV. Promotion/Development 

V Communications 

VI. Utilities 

VII. Engineering 

VIII. Programming/Production 

Total Estimated Costs 

ESTIMATED NEEDS FOR CAPITAL PROJECTS 

Minimum Package: 

Video Switching System 
TV Studio Color Cameras (2) 
TV Monitor Systems Studio and Control Room 
Camera Cable, Controls, Accessories 
Titling Generator and Accessories 
Audio Console System and Microphones 
Vidotape Recorder with Editor System 
Sync Generator, Distribution Amplifiers 
Audio Controls and Cartridge Machines 

$ 99,000 

$ 2,500 

$ 10,500 

$ 17,250 

$ 4,500 

$ 20,000 

$ 28,950 

$ 29,900 

$213,800 

$ 28,500 
140,000 

6,000 
22,000 
12,000 
26,500 

120,000 
5,000 
5,000 

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS $365,000 

Local ¼ matching funds required 
pending federal grant application $ 95,000 
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