
While Charlotte viewers have several options for television programming, only one 
station is committed to providing the region with high-quality national and local 

content as well as impactful, educational outreach and that's WTVI PBS Charlotte.

LOCAL 
VALUE 

   We also hosted 
mor than two 
dozen political 
debates with 
candidates in 
local, state and 
congressional 
races.teachers and childcare 

providers. 

   PBS Charlotte's local services 
had deep impact in the Charlotte 
region.  
   During 2017, we hosted more 
than 100 Raising Readers 
workshops with a direct impact on 
nearly 7,000 students across our 
region.
  We also hosted community 
preview screenings to showcase 
upcoming PBS programming 
including, The Vietnam War and 
Victoria on MASTERPIECE.
   Our documentary Vietnam in the 
Carolinas highlighted stories of 
local veterans and ran as a 
companion piece to PBS's The 
Vietnam War.
    PBS Charlotte reaches 1.2 
million households. We are 
committed to serving viewers in 13 
counties and as outreach for the 
station's licensee, Central 
Piedmont Community College.    

“I think this is really 
tangible evidence of the 
social mobility 
commitment that 
Charlotte has for its 
children, that one 
station, one leader, is 
investing in a small 
group of kids and that 
we are going to change 
the face of Charlotte 
one child at a time. It's 
pretty amazing and 
groundbreaking.”Valerie Truesdale

Associate Superintendent 
Personalized Learning and School Partnerships 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
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3-D PROJECT:
Dreamers - Doers - Destiny

   In 2017, PBS Charlotte provided 
a number of vital local services. 
   Our special Carolina Impact report 
“Growing Pains” examined three 
major areas of concern impacted by 
Charlotte's explosive growth–
congested highways, overcrowded 
schools and lack of affordable 
housing.
   Our Emmy award-winning special 
report, "Carolina Impact: Destination 
Cuba" documented the inaugural 
flight from Charlotte to Cuba after 
travel restrictions were lifted as well 
as stories from local residents who 
fled Castro and his communist 
regime in Cuba. 

   WTVI PBS Charlotte plays a 
critical role by using media as a 
way to create awareness about 
issues impacting the quality of life 
for our region's residents. 
   According to a 2014 nation-wide 
Upward Mobility Study conducted by 
Harvard University and UC Berkeley, 
Charlotte ranked last in economic 
mobility among the 50 largest cities in 
America. 
In an effort to 
assist with the 
region’s 
upward 
mobility crisis, 
PBS Charlotte launched a four-year 
community engagement campaign 
called the 3-D PROJECT: Dreamers, 
Doers, Destiny which began in 2017 
and will continue through 2021. 
   This three-part initiative uses 
media to show youth how to not just 
be dreamers, but doers with an 
emphasis on pathways to success 
and career exploration to achieve 
one's destiny. 

   For the 
second 
year in a 
row, PBS 
Charlotte
broadcast
The 
Blumey Awards which recognizes 
talented teens in high school musical 
theater at 45 schools in 11 counties.
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received a check 
for $10,000 to 
further he 
education. 

A student waits for a cue to deliver 
his 'I have a dream' speech.

Students receive a t-shirt and other materials to 
encourage them to pursue their dreams.

and School Partnerships. "It’s 
pretty amazing and 
groundbreaking.”
   By the end of our first career 
pathways and leadership 
class, teachers reported 
seeing a positive impact. For 
the first time, students in the 
high school theatre arts class 
worked cohesively to produce 
a holiday production.
   "I saw a difference in this 
class, the way they came 
together,"said substitute 
teacher Susan Stauffer. "I 
think it was because of the 
PBS program.” 

PBS Charlotte Launches 3-D PROJECT: Dreamers, Doers, Destiny
   In the fall of 2017, PBS Charlotte launched a four-year initiative called the 
3-D PROJECT: Dreamers, Doers, Destiny which uses media to show youth
how to not just be dreamers, but doers with an emphasis on pathways to
success and career exploration to achieve one's destiny. The multifaceted
program involves one-on-one instruction of high school students at
socioeconomically-challenged high schools, spotlighting stories of community
leaders on the station's Emmy award-winning Carolina Impact program,

   The students performed for 10 other classes at the school. 
   "I would have never expected to see them attempt something like that," said Vance High School Theatre Teacher Christopher Baglio. "Now, 
they speak with diction, they speak clearly, they understand that they can be heard and they have a voice and I think that’s because of PBS 
Charlotte's 3-D Project.”
   The primary goal of the program is to encouraged students to DREAM of a better life, to DO what it takes to accomplish their goals, and to 
achieve their DESTINY.
   “I think this is a really tangible evidence of the social mobility commitment that Charlotte has for its children, that one station, one leader, is
investing in a small group of kids and that we are going to change the face of Charlotte one child at a time,” Truesdale said.

Dorian Davis-Wright, a senior at Vance High School, dreams of pursuing military 
leadership and helping to free people in other nations from oppression.

airing interstitials featuring inspirational 
quotes, and more! 
   We kicked off the program by mentoring 
more than 60 students at Vance High 
School. The program involves six weeks of 
classroom interaction with students where 
they are taught leadership skills, exposed

to high-demand careers across our region, and an opportunity to record their 'I have a dream' speech in our TV studio.
   "We don’t have any other relationships like this with businesses where an organization pushes into a group of students really close, 
organic, grassroots, at the student level, to help them connect with their future and it stays with them over weeks and months of being able 
to believe in themselves," said Valerie Truesdale, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools Associate Superintendent of Personalized Learning 

   Over the course of the four-
year program, more than 600 
students will be reached.
   "I so believe in the power of 
public media to have positive 
change on a community and it 
really is the entire community 
wrapping around these 
teenagers because this would 
not be possible without the 
financial support of our partners 
and donors," and PBS Charlotte 
General Manager Amy Burkett 
added, "Hopefully, everyone 
feels good about the positive 
difference they're making."

Students in the 3-D PROJECT program participate in a 
graduation ceremony at the end of the course. 
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ideas on into new products, Cedrone enjoys 
introducing students to the wide range of careers in 
the engineering field.
   “I love to bring in young people and give them a 
tour around the manufacturing facilities because it 
allows them to understand the United States can 
produce its own products.”
   Poly-Tech Industrial, Inc. regularly offers student 
tours and Cedrone enjoys sharing his knowlege 
with students.

   American Graduate Day is a PBS initiative centered around the dropout crisis that highlights the important role mentors play in the 
lives of our nation's youth and the multiple pathways to career success. Leading up to American Graduate Day on October 14, 2017, 
PBS Charlotte broadcast interstitials featuring "Stories of Champions" who are making a difference in the lives of local teens. Our 
champions included Theresa Pierce, a teacher at Rowan-Cabarrus Community Early College; Briant Sowell, a volunteer with 100 
Black Men of Greater Charlotte; and Dan Cedrone, the President of Poly-Tech Industrial, Inc.

College program. In addition to earning a high 
school diploma, the students in the program 
graduate with a two-year degree. Many of the 
students are first-generation college students.   
   “I tell them ‘I failed a course the first semester’ 
and I try to show them that failure is not the end,” 
and Pierce added, “You can fail something, but 
it’s what do you do after that. It’s what you propel 
yourself to do after that. Does it make you better 
or bitter?”

   “One thing that got me into the 100 is the 
ability to motivate and inspire children,” Sowell 
said. “In the ninth grade, a lot of students are 
dropping out of school. So anything you can give 
them to stay in school and shoot for a goal is 
great.”
   Many students who taken part in the program 
have been inspired to pursue higher education 
thanks to Sowell's encouragement.

World history 
teacher Theresa 
Pierce relates well 
with students 
enrolled in the 
Rowan-Cabarrus 
Community Early 

Briant Sowell is 
a volunteer with 
100 Black Men of 
Greater Charlotte, 
a mentoring 
organization for 
boys and teens.

Dan Cedrone is the 
President of Poly-
Tech Industrial, Inc. 
From high-tech 
robots making 
precision parts, to 
turning inventors'  

PBS Charlotte Recognizes Local Vietnam War Veterans
   PBS Charlotte hosted a preview screening of Ken Burns and Lynn Novick’s 
groundbreaking documentary, The Vietnam War, at Central Piedmont 
Community College’s Halton Theater on Thursday, Sept. 7.
   The station also premiered Vietnam In The Carolinas, a PBS Charlotte 
documentary featuring stories of more than a dozen veterans, family members, 
protesters and war reporters. 

   Following the screenings, 
PBS Charlotte reporter Jeff 
Sonier led a panel 
discussion featuring Joe 
Galloway, who served as a 
combat reporter during 
Vietnam for the United 
Press International, and 
Retired Army Command 
Sgt. Maj. Jimmie Spencer, 
who served in Vietnam 
(pictured left).

More than 600 attended our preview screening of 
'The Vietnam War' and 'Vietnam in the Carolinas.'

Attendees stand to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

'Vietnam In The Carolinas' featured 
more than a dozen local people whose 
lives were affected by the war. 

   In addition to our preview screening, 
PBS Charlotte produced broadcast and 
online content featuring the stories of 
14 Vietnam Veterans which generated 
22,449 social media impressions. 

   The Office of the Secretary of Defense designated PBS Charlotte as a Commemorative Partner with The United States of 
America Vietnam War Commemoration. During our event, PBS Charlotte staff recognized nearly 100 Vietnam veterans 
with a special commemorative pin (pictured right) and a sincere 'thank you' for their military service. 
   "Thank you for the work your PBS station is doing to recognize our Vietnam War veterans and their families," said Major 
General James T. Jackson, U.S. Army (Retired) and Director of The United States of America Vietnam War 
Commemoration.

American Graduate Day Spotlights Stories of Champions
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journalism," said Independence High School English Teacher Marie Matthews. "The SRL offers opportunities for students to 
receive hands-on experience working with professional journalists from PBS Charlotte who help guide and shape their news story 
writing, editing, videography and Final Cut Pro editing."
   "The impact of the guidance and feedback students received from PBS Charlotte staff has been invaluable. Students have 
acquired newfound confidence as well as expertise in producing important timely news stories. Most students will carry the skills 
they learn with them to college and many have now become more aware of journalism careers."
   Each of the student groups also participated in a tour of PBS Charlotte and watched the recording of a studio production. PBS 
Charlotte looks forward to continuing to mentorship these students in 2018. 

Independence High School was one of three local schools selected 
to take part in the PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Labs program.

   "The PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Labs are an 
excellent instructional tool for the training and development 
of budding student journalists and any students who are 
interested in learning the ethical practices of broadcast 

Marie Matthews
Independence High School

   PBS Charlotte's staff made several visits to the schools to help 
students determine possible stories, how to pitch a story idea and 
how to develop a story. Our staff also led conversations with students 
about how to decipher between what's fake and real news, and how 
to be smarter news consumers. We also offered tips to improve the 
students' storytelling, videography and editing techniques.

televised show gain interest in musical 
theatre and wonder when tryouts for next 
year’s school musical will be."
   "Additionally, students who performed in 
the ceremony and their families are able to 
record the show and have a professionally 
produced DVD to re-view and share with 
their friends, extended family members and 
even future children for decades to come."

Hundreds of students were involved in The Annual Blumey 
Awards broadcast for the second year in a row on PBS Charlotte.

   For the second year in a row, PBS Charlotte partnered with Blumenthal 
Performing Arts (BPA) and Wells Fargo to broadcast The Blumey Awards.  
   The mission of the program is to recognize, reward and encourage talent and 
achievement in musical theater among high school students across the Charlotte 
region. In 2017, 46 schools and about 300 students participated in the awards 
ceremony which aired in June.  
   "PBS Charlotte’s broadcast of The Blumey Awards benefits the region in a 
number of ways. As the 2,100-seat Belk Theater sells out within a half hour after 
Blumey tickets are made available to the public, hundreds of disappointed people 
are now able to see the show thanks to PBS Charlotte," said BPA Director of 
Education Ralph Beck. "Friends of the participating students who see the 

The Blumey Awards Broadcast Spotlights Musical Theater and Arts Education

Together, We Can Make a Positive Impact on Our Youth
 PBS Charlotte was involved in a number of educational and outreach initiatives in 2017. 

   Raising Readers is a PBS national initiative that helps children start kindergarten with strong 
literacy skills. Through Raising Readers, PBS Charlotte provided parents, teachers and childcare 
providers with workshops, children’s books, curriculum materials and resources aligned with PBS 
Kids programs designed to support children’s literacy development. In 2017, the station hosted 
100 Raising Readers workshops and served more than 6,500 students across our region. Data 
collected demonstrated that many of these preschoolers increased their literacy skills by 81 
percent.  
   "I can't thank you enough for the wonderful workshops and books PBS Charlotte provides," 
said Eleanor Toliver, Director of First Ward Child Development Center Charlotte. "I love the way 
you connect the television shows to literacy and activities. Your effort to reach child care 
providers and give them tools to assist families in literacy is a blessing to this community. I can't 
thank you enough for the wonderful experience."
   Our PBS Kids Writers’ Contest in April 2017 promoted children’s literacy skills through hands-
on learning. The contest was open to children in kindergarten, first, second and third grades, and 
encouraged creative thinking and storytelling while building literacy skills through the creation 
and illustration of their original stories. We received more than 245 entries.
   During 2017, PBS Charlotte also provided internship opportunities to 15 college students and 
we conducted more than 50 station tours for a variety of school and community groups. 

Mentoring Future Journalists and News Consumers

   In 2017, PBS Charlotte reporters and videographers served as station mentors with 
three local schools participating in the PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Labs (SRL) 
program. Independence High School in Mint Hill, Garinger High School in Charlotte and 
Forestview High School in Gastonia received SRL grants in the fall.

Education and Outreach Coordinator Beverly Dorn-Steele 
reads to students during a Raising Readers workshop.
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   In addition to producing documentaries, specials and debates, 
PBS Charlotte also produces six local programs.  
   Our Emmy award-winning Carolina Impact program explores the 
issues, people and places that impact our community.
   Off the Record is a panel discussion featuring local reporters 
about the week's top local, regional and state news headlines.
   Charlotte Cooks teaches you how to expand your culinary talents.
   Carolina Business Review is the longest-running syndicated 
program on business and industry in the Carolinas.
 Trail of History showcases historic figures and events that have 

influenced the Charlotte region. 
   International Success introduces you to successful internationals 
who now call Charlotte home.

Jeff Rivenbark, Doug Stacker and Jeff 
Sonier won regional RTDNAC Awards.

Teachers incorporated math skills to help 
students set goals and tabulate steps.

PBS Charlotte Produces Six Local Programs

"Cyberchase Step It Up Challenge" Promotes Math and Physical Activity

   PBS Charlotte's Cyberchase Step It Up Challenge was 
an initiative aimed at promoting mathematical skill 
development and personal health. 
   In the spring, more than 800 kindergarten through fifth-
grade students were given pedometers to wear and track the 
number of steps they walked each day over a five-week 
period.
   Students from 21 after school programs, including five 
Boys & Girls Clubs, were challenged to walk an extra 400 
steps daily. 
   From doing the limbo to learning the Cha-Cha slide, 
everyone stepped it up for a total of 30,585,000 steps!

Students were given pedometers to keep 
track of their daily steps.

Students participated in activities like the 
limbo to meet daily "step" goals.

These students learned the Cha-Cha 
slide dance at an after-school program.

Award-winning Stories that Highlight Important Community Issues
   Our award-winning signature series, Carolina Impact, featured nearly 100 in-depth, field-produced stories in 
2017 and about 35 of these segments highlighted the work of area nonprofits across our region. In addition to 
highlighting the work of area nonprofits, Carolina Impact also provides a platform for the station to highlight 
important issues affecting the community. 
   In September 2016, Charlotte was in the national spotlight as hundreds of protesters marched in the city’s 
uptown area after police shot and killed an African-American man. In early 2017, Carolina Impact aired a 
series of stories (“CMPD Transparency” and “Uptown Police Protests”) that took a hard look at fallout from the 
protests and calls from the community for reforms around policing policies. Our reporting won a first place 
award in the General News category at the Radio Television Digital News Association of the Carolinas/
Associated Press (RTDNAC/AP) Awards ceremony in November 2017.
   In April 2017, we produced a story (“Shoes for Kids”) examining the high number of homeless students 
enrolled across Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools with a special focus on one school with more than 150 
homeless children. This story won a first place award in the Education category at the RTDNAC/AP Awards 
ceremony.
   We also won a second place award in the Photography category for our story "The Violinmaker". 
RTDNAC/AP recognizes excellence in reporting from television stations across North and South Carolina.

   "This has been one of our 
largest educational outreach 
events and it was exciting to 
see students and teachers use 
PBS content that inspired them 
to learn and be more," said 
PBS Charlotte Education and 
Outreach Coordinator Beverly 
Dorn-Steele. 
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SUMMARY 

“I'm so passionate about the power of 
public media to make a positive impact on 
our community. Thanks to the collective 
investment of individual donors we can 
sow seeds of success right here at home.” 

 Amy Burkett
General Manager, WTVI PBS Charlotte

WTVI PBS Charlotte is a viewer-supported service of Central Piedmont Community College and 
offers high quality, noncommercial programs that educate, inspire and entertain. Our broadcasts 
include award-winning children’s programming, ground-breaking documentaries and original 
performances as well as in-depth field reporting of local issues. This committment to local 
coverage sets us apart from other public broadcasting stations in our area.  

Living History Series Documentaries Preserve Our Past

   PBS Charlotte premiered a new documentary called Carolina Cookin’ in June. 
“The Charlotte region is home to some of the best food around,” said Amy Burkett, 
general manager of PBS Charlotte. “This documentary not only shined a spotlight 
on the area’s most outstanding eateries, but also took viewers back in time to help 
them understand why the food and the memories at these featured establishments 
keep customers coming back time and time again." 

   The 60-minute program 
featured some of the region’s 
most iconic restaurants 
including a restaurant that 
holds the state's oldest active 
liquor license and a church 
fund raiser that has become 
the largest one-day barbeque 
event in the nation. 

Charlotte resident Margaret Martin supports 
PBS Charlotte because, "It's the only station 
I watch that isn't interrupted by constant 
commercials." 

Thanks to Margaret and each of our 
members for your ongoing support!




