
While viewers have many choices when it comes to television content, there is only 
one station specifically serving the Charlotte region with high-quality national and 
local content as well as impactful, educational outreach and that's WTVI PBS Charlotte.

LOCAL 
VALUE 

   WTVI PBS Charlotte brings 
the best in news, drama, 
performance, ideas and culture 
to people across our community. 
   We produce six local programs 
as well as specials, 
documentaries and political 
debates.
   Our Emmy award-winning 
Carolina Impact focuses on the 
people, places and issues affecting 
our 13-county region.
   International Success features 
immigrants who now live and 
contribute to the cultural diversity 
of the region.
  Trail of History spotlights people 
and areas of historic significance 
across the region.
   Off The Record provides a forum 
for local journalists to engage in 
meaningful dialogue about political 
and social issues.   

   In 2016, we broadcast The 
Blumey Awards, which 
recognizes excellence in high 
school musical theatre by 
spotlighting students at 43 
schools across nine counties. 
   We also produced a special 
Carolina Impact entitled 
“Making the Grade,” which 
examined a number of issues 
affecting student literacy.

   We also hosted 
mor than two 
dozen political 
debates with 
candidates in 
local, state and 
congressional 
races.teachers and childcare 

providers. 

   A large portion of our 
educational outreach is never 
broadcast. Our local support of 
PBS’s American Graduate, 
Cyber Chase, Raising Readers, 
and many other PBS 
educational initiatives impact the 
community daily. 
   In 2016, PBS Charlotte offered 
100 free literacy workshops 
impacting more than 6,000 
children. 
  We also hosted a number of 
community engagement events 
including a panel discussion 
about race relations prior to the 
PBS premiere of Jackie 
Robinson.  
    PBS Charlotte reaches 1.2 
million households and is 
committed to serving the 
community and as outreach for 
the station's licensee, Central 
Piedmont Community College.    

“The majority of our 
kids started out 
struggling to count 
money. PBS 
Charlotte's financial 
literacy workshop 
helped our youth set 
a solid foundation for 
understanding 
money beyond the 
grocery or local 
convenience store, 
and broadened their 
horizons. This will 
have a definite, 
positive long-term 
impact.” 

Georgette Johnson
Site Manager 
Bethlehem Center 
Afterschool Program

LOCAL 
IMPACT 

2016 KEY 
SERVICES 

   In August, we premiered the first 
program in our new Living History 
series, “Remember 
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WHEN,” 
which 
connects 
viewers to 
the rich 
history of 
our region, 
told by those 
who lived it. 
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Spotlighting Local Nonprofits

  In its third year, WTVI PBS Charlotte's Community Give Back Contest showcased the impact 
of three area nonprofits and the community voted to choose the winner, which received 
$10,000 in free television exposure on PBS Charlotte. The 2016 winner was The Community 
Café which provides meals to home-bound residents across York County, SC.

Donald L. Murfin 
President & Founder 
The Community Café, Inc.

  “The Community Café, our partners, supporters and volunteers appreciate PBS Charlotte so 
much for establishing the Community Give Back Contest to help small nonprofits such as us,” 
said Donald L. Murfin, President and Founder of The Community Café, Inc.

  “Winning the contest gave The Community Café the opportunity to have our story told to a 
broader audience than anything we’ve ever had access to,” he said. “I am amazed at how 
many people have seen the promotion.” 
  “New sources of financial support also have contacted us because of our winning the contest 
and seeing the promotional piece.” 

PBS Charlotte Gives Students a Platform to Shine!
   The Blumey Awards recognizes excellence in high school musical theatre in 43 schools across nine 
counties. PBS Charlotte proudly shines the spotlight on terrific teens across our region.  
  “PBS Charlotte gave our awards show the professional luster we needed to celebrate these talented 
students from our region,” said Tom Gabbard, President/CEO of Blumenthal Performing Arts. 
“Broadcasting the awards show throughout PBS Charlotte’s 13-county coverage area enabled us to 
have greater impact.”  
  After winning the regional Blumey Award for Best Actress, Amina Faye (pictured right) won at the 
National High School Musical Theatre Awards in New York City where she received a check for $10,000 
to further her education. received a check 

for $10,000 to 
further he 
education. 
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   “The visit to the station gave the children an educational 
experience they talked about the remainder of the summer. 
They described the tour as their best field trip ever. They got 
to see themselves on camera and learn what it takes to 
produce a television show, and the staff was amazing.” 
- Bonnie Van Reypen, Childcare Network

   In 2015-2016, PBS Charlotte provided internships to 15 
college students and offered more than 50 tours to school and 
community groups.  

   “PBS Charlotte facilitated an amazing experience for my 
Advanced Broadcasting students this past week. My class was 
not only able to sit at the news desk and practice reading from 
a teleprompter, but they were also able to ask questions about 
the industry and hear thoughtful and insightful answers from 
people who have been there. My students are still talking 
about it.” - Anne Milam, Cox Mill High School

Station Tours Expose Students to Career Possibilities

Making a Difference 
With Kids!

   Beverly Dorn-Steele (top right) serves 
as PBS Charlotte's Education & 
Outreach Coordinator. During her 36-
year career, she has led hundreds of 
initiatives promoting childhood literacy.
   A few outreach projects this year 
included summer camps which provided 
classroom materials and technology in 
support of critical math objectives, and a 
cookies and punch reception (left)  
recognizing Kindergarten thru 3rd-Grade 
winners of the 2016 PBS Kids Young 
Writer’s Contest.

r
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STORIES OF IMPACT 

Breaking the Color Barrier in Baseball
   Prior to the PBS premiere of Ken Burns' documentary 
Jackie Robinson, PBS Charlotte explored the history of 
the famous baseball legend. 

Raising Readers Promotes Children's Literacy
   Raising Readers is PBS’s national initiative to ensure all 
children start kindergarten with strong early literacy skills. 
   Through Raising Readers, PBS Charlotte provides local 
parents, teachers and childcare providers with workshops, 
free children’s books, curriculum materials and resources 
aligned with PBS Kids programs, all designed to support 
children’s literacy development.
   During 2016, PBS Charlotte hosted more than 100 
workshops which impacted approximately 6,000 children. 
   “My 4-year-old daughter is nearly obsessed with SUPER 
WHY!,” said Angela Gamble. “She watches it at The 
Learning Collaborative Pre-K and in the evenings before bed. 
She can now read short words and sentences and is well 
prepared for school next year.”

Odd Squad Summer Camps
   PBS Charlotte held two Odd Squad Summer camps at the Johnston YMCA 
and Bethlehem Center Out-of-School Time program. Fifty students from low-
income communities received their “agent” badge and repeated a code of ethics 
prior to accepting their various assignments. Using iPads and laptops, campers 
watched segments from Odd Squad
episodes before tackling a variety of
problem-solving math activities.
   “These students are learning by 
leaps and bounds,” said YMCA Youth 

Program Director Kimberly Hinton Roseboro. “The PBS Kids Odd Squad team 
triggered an improved interest in learning math and problem solving. This 
summer camp has definitely helped these students be better prepared for 
school in the fall.”  

Pictured: Amy Burkett (PBS Charlotte General Mngr.), Bill "Willie" Cathcart 
(former NLB player), Edward G.G. Burton (former NLB player), Beatrice Thompson 
(Moderator), Beverly Dorn-Steele (PBS Charlotte Education & Outreach Cord.) and 
Michael Turner Webb (Negro League Ambassador). 

   We deepened community engagement around the 
documentary as well as created an awareness of the 
film through pre-screening events, community 
conversations, outreach to educators, and on-air 
interstitials highlighting facts about the Negro 
League Baseball (NLB). During our panel discussion, 
NLB players and family
members shared
personal stories
about the 
discrimination they 
faced on and off the 
field at the time. 
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Ally Financial Literacy

PBS Learning Media Teachers Recognized
   PBS Learning Media is a new, free, online 
media-on-demand service developed for educators 
featuring interactive images, video, audio files and 
more with lesson plans, background essays, and 
discussion questions.  
   Through PBS Learning Media, PBS Charlotte 
recognized 2016 Digital Innovators from across our 
13-county coverage area. 
   The luncheon recognized tech-savvy K-12 
educators who are serving as leaders in the 
technology world by incorporating digital media in 
their classrooms.  
   These changemakers are using bold and 
enthusiastic techniques to engage their students. 

   Sponsored by Ally Financial, PBS Charlotte conducted 
financial literacy workshops for students enrolled in the 
Bethlehem Center's Afterschool Program. Using PBS's Emmy 
Award-winning financial literacy series Biz Kid$ and 
Ally Wallet Wise financial 
literacy interstitials, lessons 
centered around needs 
versus wants, bingo games
recognizing and counting 
dollars and cents, opening 
a savings account, using 
credit safely, shopping 
wisely, ATM Action! Money 
Game and more.

Local Programs 
   In addition to producing documentaries and specials, 
PBS Charlotte also produces six local programs.  
   Carolina Impact explores the issues, people and 
places that impact our community.
   Trail of History showcases historic figures and events 
that have influenced the Charlotte region. 
   Off the Record is a panel discussion featuring local 
reporters about the week's top local, regional and state 
news headlines.
   International Success introduces you to successful 
internationals who now call Charlotte home. 
   Charlotte Cooks teaches you how to expand your 
culinary talents. 
   Carolina Business Review is the longest-running 
syndicated program on business and industry in the 
Carolinas. 
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SUMMARY 

“We've seen our service-to-success model continue to grow our 
organization. We're extremely grateful more people choose each week to 
switch from being passive viewers to active contributors investing in PBS 
Charlotte because we're making a positive impact throughout our region.” 

Amy Burkett
General Manager 
WTVI PBS Charlotte 

WTVI PBS Charlotte is a viewer-supported service of Central Piedmont Community College and 
offers high quality, noncommercial programs that educate, inspire and entertain. Our broadcasts 
include award-winning children’s programming, ground-breaking documentaries and original 
performances as well as in-depth field reporting of local issues. This committment to local 
coverage sets us apart from other public broadcasting stations in our area.  

Kathy Bragg 
Executive Director 
Union County 
Community Shelter

   PBS Charlotte is proud to spotlight 
organizations tackling important issues across 
our region. A story we aired on Carolina Impact 
highlighted the increased demand for services 
at the Union County Community Shelter. 
   “Your story created awareness of the shelter 
and our programs to end hunger and 
homelessness,” said Kathy Bragg, Executive 
Director of the Union County Community 
Shelter. “We received tremendous feedback 
and have included links to the story on our 
website and Facebook. We also created DVDs 
of the story to distribute with our capital 
campaign materials for donors. This is a 
service our small nonprofit organization could 
not purchase. The contribution is priceless.” 




