“As a long-term supporter and trustee of many cultural
organizations, I am grateful for the entertaining and
enriching programs offered by South Florida PBS to
enhance exposure for the cultural landscape, entertainment and lifestyle of our region.”
		Frances Fisher
		
Chairman, Board of Trustees
		
Ann Norton Sculpture Gardens

South Florida PBS is a vibrant force in the community that entertains, enlightens, and
educates. We provide content from PBS, from other partners, and of our own creation –
programs and services that change lives, inspire trust, and make a difference.
We are community-supported and take pride in reflecting the diversity of the region
in which we live and work.

In its role as the trusted source for
high-quality, non-commercial content, South Florida PBS addresses
community needs not served by
commercial media.
South Florida PBS children’s
programs are acclaimed for their
educational value.
We believe personal growth is a
result of lifelong learning, so it is
our duty to provide educational
services to the children, adults and
families in our community.
We believe living in a multicultural
community gives us the
responsibility to mirror the
cultural diversity and variety
of voices of our world.

In 2017, South Florida PBS provided
these vital local services:
KidVision educational resources
Public Affairs programming with
coverage of local issues for South
Florida’s diverse communities
Arts and culture content from
across South Florida
Award-winning science and
nature programming
Ongoing support of humanities
and history programs across South
Florida.

South Florida PBS’s local services
had deep impact in the South
Florida area.
A 24/7 digital Kids Channel offers
high-quality educational
programming around the clock.
KidVision Pre-K serves over 50,000
registered users, including teachers
and local families. The program
offers access and opportunity to
prepare children with the critical
skills needed for success in
kindergarten and beyond.
Art Loft partners with dozens of
cultural organizations to offer a
platform to artists and filmmakers
from across the region.

South Florida PBS is committed to creating and presenting unique arts, education and cultural heritage
programming, connecting organizations and institutions across our region and preserving South Florida’s history.
• Changing Seas is the unique convergence of traditional and new media with marine science and its impact on
the environment. Four episodes are produced on a yearly basis, with additional online and social media STEM
content available on multiple media platforms. In addition, the series also engages the South Florida community
through public screenings, free of charge, geared at the general public as well as K-12 and college students.
• Check, Please! South Florida is another long-running series. A foodie’s dream, both on-air and online, the series
is hosted by renowned local chef Michelle Bernstein, where she offers recipes and tips on enjoying the South
Florida dining experience. In addition, walking and tasting tours are held throughout South Florida’s communities
to offer viewers a chance to come together and share in the dining experience.
• Art Loft, South Florida PBS’s weekly arts programs, focuses on the emerging local arts scene. Part showcase, part
classroom, the series promotes and analyzes the arts community with the intent to create greater awareness,
bridge our various creative populations, and share South Florida’s artistic side with the world. Throughout 2016
Art Loft collaborated with large-scale community organizations as well as smaller, startup groups. The series
continues to offer content that cannot be found elsewhere, creating an opportunity for artists and art lovers to
celebrate, educate, and relish creativity. The program also provides a platform for unknown and struggling
artists, highlighting their artistic process in a manner that art critics and mainstream arts coverage cannot.
Art Loft nurtures an environment where viewers from every socio-economic stratum can tune in and revel in the
arts, learning something new and in turn becoming inspired. In 2017, our partner organizations include
Miami-Dade College, Borscht Film Festival, MIA Animation Conference & Festival, 48-Hour Film Project,
Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival, and FilmGate.
• Star Gazers is the world’s only weekly television series on naked eye astronomy. Each weekly episode educates
viewers about astronomical events for the upcoming week, including key constellations, stars and planets, lunar
eclipses and conjunctions as well as historical and scientific information about these events. Co-hosted by
James Albury, coordinator of the Kika Silva Pla Planetarium and Dean Regas, outreach astronomer for the
Cincinnati Observatory, the astronomy series builds on the legacy of Jack Horkheimer’s award-winning series
about what’s happening in the night sky and encouraging their viewers to “Keep looking up!”
• Between the Covers is a program that gathers like-minded people together to read, discuss ideas, and meet
some of the region’s most celebrated authors. Host Ann Bocock provides insight and context as she interviews
the authors about their storytelling techniques and inspirations. The program can also be streamed online, serving a growing audience that values literature and learning.
• On the Town in the Palm Beaches takes viewers on a high-spirited and entertaining journey for an encounter with
the people and places that create Florida’s vibrant culture, diversity and quality of life. Host Frank Licari explores
a series of communities that attract tourists and locals alike, and speaks with historians to uncover the stories of
the past, including the founding of the town, its early settlers, and the development of the area, as well as what
it means to people today. From there, he visits a dozen or more locations within each community, meeting artists
and musicians, visiting museums and attractions, and enjoying the local cuisine.
• Your South Florida is a new kind of public affairs program addressing the need for civil discourse on the issues that
impact our South Florida communities, from the Keys to the Treasure Coast. This unique program also offers
viewers the chance to be a critical part of the conversation. Hosted by Emmy award winning journalist,
Pam Giganti, each episode brings together diverse voices offering fresh perspectives on current events and
community concerns.

• Debra! offers up thoughtful conversations with South Florida residents. Host Debra Tornaben speaks with the
rich and famous, as well as the people and organizations that are reaching out to improve the lives of South
Floridians. Featuring guests from the worlds of entertainment, the arts, philanthropy, and beyond, Debra
provides an opportunity for residents to hear positive stories about their neighbors, while promoting arts,
education, and culture in the South Florida region.
• uVu, an online community for local storytellers, continues to build a long list of community partners that work
to create online content on arts, culture, community engagements, education and civic issues along with
user-generated content. Major partnerships related to civic engagement include the Miami Today newspaper, the Forum Club of the Palm Beaches and Florida International University, while arts and education.
Other partnerships on arts and education include the Miami-Dade College’s International Book Fair, MIA
Animation Conference and the University of Miami Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science.

Independent Productions from the Community:
• Blue Chip Kids, based on the book “Blue Chip Kids: What Every Child (and Parent) Should Know About
Money, Investing, and the Stock Market,” this multi-episode short-form series provides a fun and easy-to-understand introduction to the world of money and investing for kids and parents. Written by David W. Bianchi
-- an investor and lawyer with an economics degree from Tufts University -- this resource series demystifies the
basic principles about money matters and shows what it takes to spend, save, and invest wisely. Each episode (literally) illustrates the new financial fundamental using simple examples, plain language and entertaining drawings. The episodes are one-minute long, which makes understanding and discussing money matters
easy for kids (and their parents)!
• Major League Cuban is a documentary film about Cubans and their experiences at the most accomplished
levels of America’s pastime. The film is a tapestry of anecdotes and recollections of champagne drenched
triumphs and tearful defeats. It is a collection of stories that document the trials and tribulations of Cuban
and Cuban-American athletes striving to reach the hallowed playing fields of their childhood dreams. It is
a depiction of Cuban passion, dedication and survival---it is the story of the game Americans invented and
Cubans perfected.
• Dudu Fisher in Jerusalem is Dudu Fisher’s most personal concert special yet invites fans for a musical and
walking tour of his life, career and the city he calls home. Recorded in an intimate theater in Jerusalem
and at historic sites around the city, Dudu delivers emotional renditions of the classics his fans have come to
expect, plus his unique take on popular hits by Simon and Garfunkel, Elvis Presley and more, backed by an
18-piece orchestra. Throughout the performance, stunning footage of historic sites including the Western
Wall, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, and Dudu’s namesake King David’s tomb, plus vibrant images of
Jerusalem market and modern life in the city, celebrate Jerusalem as the spiritual center of the world. Dudu
is joined by The Kinderlach Israeli boys choir on “We Are the World” and “Jerusalem of Gold.”
• A Journey to the Soul of Guna Yala follows a group of students from the University of Miami’s ArtLab, on a
journey to a chain of islands called Guna Yala, along the northern coast of Panama, to learn about the art
of the beautiful, hand-made fabric panels known as molas, and the culture of the people that inhabit the
islands. The viewer takes part in the students’ experience, through the eyes of one of the student curators,
Jessica Figueroa. Through Jessica, art becomes a means to bond a group of modern American youth with a
time-honored culture of indigenous Panamanian people, as the documentary explores this rare place and its
distinctive people, with the purpose of going deep below the surface of Guna Yala, to the core of its culture
through its art.

Alzheimer’s: Every Minute Counts
South Florida PBS hosted a screening of the powerful
documentary, Alzheimer’s: Every Minute Counts to shed
light on the social and economic consequences of this
disease which is present in many families but yet so little is
known about it. The screening was held at the Morikami
Museum and Japanese Gardens. It consisted of a
cocktail reception, followed by the preview of
Alzheimer’s: Every Minute Counts and a Q & A with a
panel of healthcare experts from: Home Instead Senior
Care (national funder of the program), Bethesda Health
Physician Group, West Palm Beach Veterans’ Affairs
Health Care Center and Heartland Health Care.

Major League Cuban
South Florida PBS held a very successful screening of one
of its co-productions, Major League Cuban, which was
nominated for an Emmy. It was held at the Actors’
Playhouse at the Miracle Theater with approximately
600 people in attendance. Following the screening,
audience members were able to engage in a discussion
with the co-producers, directors, and hall of fame
baseball players.

The Vietnam War
With the support of the Florida Humanities Council, South
Florida PBS was able to hold two screening events of
critically acclaimed Ken Burns’ documentary, The Vietnam
War. The first was held in partnership with Palm Beach State
College and was attended by at least 50 Vietnam War
Veterans, residents of the Lake Worth community and Palm
Beach State College students and professors. A follow-up
discussion ensued with moderator, Henry Mack from
Viewpoint about on-going issues surrounding The Vietnam
War and its lasting effects on veterans. The second one
was held at Savor Cinema in partnership with AARP, The
Veterans Center and The Fort Lauderdale International
Film Festival and the follow up discussion among experts
in Veterans Affairs and veterans was moderated by Your
South Florida host, Pam Giganti.

KidVision
KidVision is the umbrella for several original productions
targeting young children, their preschool teachers, and
their parents as teachers. The educational programs are
KidVision Pre-K, KidVision 1-2-3, KidVision New Words and
the KidVision Teachers Association and they revolve around
8-minute entertaining and educational virtual field trips via
www.kidvisionvpk.org website, YouTube, and DVD in the
classroom or at home. Each field trip is accompanied with
standards-based lesson plans and student standards assessments for four age groups: children 18-to-24-months old,
2-year olds, 3-year olds (KidVision 1-2-3) and 4-year olds
(KidVision Pre-K). Each field trip also includes take home
pages in English and Spanish. The KidVision New Words
are vocabulary interstitials developed from each field trip,
which broadcast around children’s programming block
and on the website. The KidVision Teachers Association is a
certified professional development for preschool teachers
to learn and teach education standards for preschoolers,
while earning IACET (International Association of Continuing
Education and Training) CEUs (Continuing Education Units)
required for early childhood professional teaching
certificates.

Reach in the Community:

KidVision field trips are filmed in our community and the
website has over 50,000 registered users. KidVision is active
in community engagements and events with Miss Penny,
the program’s host, appearing regularly with PBS characters
at local events such as A Day for Children at Nova Southeastern University and the Miami International Book Fair’s
Children’s Alley. The website has grown beyond our
community and now retains active registered users
in all Florida’s counties and in all 50 states.

Partnerships:
South Florida PBS partnered with the Florida Association
for Child Care Management (FACCM) to provide certified
CEUs, and with the Children’s Services Council of Broward
County, who is part of the Broward Literacy Coalition, for
distribution of DVDs to 600 plus Pre-K centers and for the
production of the KidVision New Words interstitials.

“Teachers throughout Broward
County utilize the resource often
and plan activities based on the
themes presented on KidVision.
The teachers can join the
professional development
community and receive CEU’s
for learning and implementing
lessons based on the educational
standards. The connection to
the family is an added bonus.
The families get to see what their
children are learning about,
share in their study, and become
engaged. It is unique and should
be celebrated and supported as
it is appreciated by the children,
families, and teachers who
interact with the program often.”
Michelle Cabrera
Early Learning Coach
Family Central, Inc.

South Florida PBS, Florida’s largest media company, serves diverse communities from Key West
to the Sebastian Inlet and from the Atlantic Ocean west to Lake Okeechobee. South Florida PBS
serves as a model for telling unique local stories across a variety of digital media platforms.
The South Florida PBS website properties attracted over 400,000 visitors last year; they viewed over
1.5 million pages; and spent on average two minutes per visit.
Through our uVu platform and our weekly series art loft, we are now working with more than 75
local arts and cultural organizations on a regular basis.

Over the decades South Florida PBS has provided millions of hours of commercial free
broadcasting in our community for ALL ages and ALL audiences.

We envision a South Florida that thrives in this rapidly changing global society – an innovative
community that values relevant information and vital conversations. To support this vision, South
Florida PBS will be a leader in providing information the community needs to better understand
South Florida and the world. We will be South Florida’s most widely available, trusted and valuable
resource for: documenting and preserving the region’s history and culture; showcasing its dynamic
cultural, educational economic life; encouraging conversations that transcend geographic, political,
and socio-economic boundaries.

