
WNMU-TV is a viewer-supported public service of

2022 Local Content & Service 
Report to The Community

Providing cultural and educati onal resources that make a diff erence.
Our mission is to provide the communiti es in our region with television and media services that 

inform, inspire, and educate.

Local Value Key Services Local Impact

WNMU-TV PBS is a trusted, multi -
platf orm content and informati on 
provider for the residents of 
Upper Michigan and Northeast 
Wisconsin. 

Since 1972, local content has been 
a primary component of WNMU’s 
programming mission. 

Locally produced programs like 
High School Bowl, Media Meet
and Ask the.. Experts call-in series 
provide viewers with original 
content that enhances their lives, 
especially in rural areas of our 
region.

Locally produced documentaries 
share the area’s unique history and 
culture.

In 2022, WNMU-TV provided these 
vital services:

Four broadcast stati ons: 13.1 
WNMU-TV PBS; 13.2 WNMU-PBS 
KIDS; 13.3 WNMU-TV PLUS; 13.4 
Michigan Learning Channel

Five locally produced series: High 
School Bowl, Ask the.. Experts, 
Media Meet, Public Eye News, 
What’s U.P.

Localized reporti ng on key issues 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic

24/7 children’s programming and 
online resources

Educati onal workshops and 
community event involvement

Northern Michigan University 
partnerships, including 
commencement coverage

Community and safety informati on

WNMU-TV’s local services have a 
deep impact in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula and Northern Wisconsin.

Locally produced programs target 
issues important to the people of 
the Upper Great Lakes Region.

WNMU-TV promotes health and 
wellness through community 
partnerships.

Students, families and educators 
have access to essenti al educati onal 
resources through programming 
and community outreach.

NMU students are provided hands-
on educati on through Public Eye 
News and university partnerships 

Local organizati ons are able to 
reach greater audiences through 
WNMU public media. 
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WNMU-TV is the only non-commercial TV opti on available to a region 
larger than Connecti cut, Delaware, Massachusett s and Rhode Island com-
bined. Since 1972, WNMU-TV has been a partner with the communiti es of 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and Northern Wisconsin and an invalu-
able resource for the delivery of cultural enrichment and educati onal 
content. 

Coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic, WNMU maintained a steady 
stream of local content, delivering to viewers topics of interest and up-to-
date informati on while maintaining studio safety protocols for staff  and 
guests. This report provides an overview of our achievements for 2021-22.

New Leadership at WNMU
In August 2021, Mr. Patrick Lakenen was promoted to Director of Broadcast and Audio Visual Services of Northern 
Michigan University & General Manager of WNMU-TV/FM. His educati on background includes a BS in Broadcasti ng 
and MS in Training, Development, & Performance Improvement, both from Northern Michigan University. He has been 
working in the Audio/Visual and Broadcast industry for 26 years which has taken him all across the U.S. and Canada. 

He has worked with educators, non-profi ts, businesses and local communiti es to assist with uti lizing technology and media 
to accomplish strategic goals. Mr. Lakenen has evolved through various industry roles providing a unique and strategic 
perspecti ve on the challenges and opportuniti es that lie ahead for WNMU Public Media and Northern Michigan University. 

Re-Establishing Community Relationships Post-Pandemic
Northern Michigan University Partnerships

Aft er two semesters of abbreviated graduati on ceremonies due to Covid-19 
safety protocols, Northern Michigan University was able put on a full com-
mencement in December 2021, with social distance practi ces and mask 
requirements, and again in May 2022 with no restricti ons. Along with aiding 
in producti on, WNMU-TV broadcasted both ceremonies to our area viewers 
who are not able to att end in person. The programs are available to stream 
nati onally from our website, WNMU Passport and on the PBS app. WNMU-TV 
is proud to help celebrate the graduates of Northern Michigan University. 

WNMU conti nued its partnership with NMU’s Communicati ons and Athleti cs depart-
ments by facilitati ng student-produced NMU televised sporti ng events. The produc-
ti ons, available via broadcast and stream, provide students involved the opportunity 
to work in a professional environment, developing skills that will aid in careers in sports 
and entertainment producti on. This year, added womens soccer to our sports game coverage.

Representati ves from both WNMU-TV and FM att ended the NMU Job Fair held in-person on campus for the fi rst ti me 
since 2019. There, we were able to establish connecti ons with soon-to-be graduates and prospecti ve student employees 
from across the Upper Peninsula.

Fresh Coast Film Festi val
We partner with Marquett e’s Fresh Coast Film festi val to bring the best of the fi lms to 
broadcast on WNMU-TV at various ti mes. This year, we were able to re-establish this 
connecti on aft er the festi val returned to full producti on in the fall of 2021. Each fi lm 
we air is picked specifi cally with our viewers in mind, highlighti ng subjects that are 
important to the people of the area such as local history, environmental issues, and 

humanitarian eff orts being made both regionally and nati onally. Our broadcasts also help to promote the festi val, as well 
as the fi lm producers and their work. 
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WNMU-TV Original Productions
Media Meet
Media Meet is WNMU’s weekly public aff airs program covering issues of local 
interest. During the half-hour program community leaders and special guests of 
local, regional, nati onal, and internati onal prominence engage in intelligent dis-
cussion and candid debate. 144 guests appeared including Olympic gold medalist 
Nick Baumgartner (pictured), and we produced 36 programs.

Some of the topics covered include local and nati onal politi cs, upper Michigan 
foundati ons, vaccine mandates, U.P. Veteran services and area tourism challeng-
es. Media Meet has conti nued to provide criti cal informati on to viewers throughout the pandemic, with guests from area 
health departments, doctors and health professionals regularly providing updates on the virus and vaccines.  

Ask the.. Experts Call-in Series
WNMU-TV’s most practi cal and ti mely series is its weekly Ask the... Experts
program allowing viewers to phone-in questi ons to experts in the fi elds of 
healthcare, law, fi nance, real estate, denti stry and natural resources. Mem-
bers of local and educati onal organizati ons including NMU Nursing students 
(pictured) parti cipate in these producti ons by taking questi ons submitt ed by 
viewers.

Ask the Doctors conti nued to be a valuable local resource for Covid-19 infor-
mati on, with an enti re episode dedicated to the subject in September 2021. 
Through partnerships with local health providers and professional organiza-
ti ons, along with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, WNMU-TV 
was able to feature 118 guest experts. In the 2021-22 season, 37 hours of call-
in programs were produced and broadcast live, and over 1,200 viewers submit-
ted questi ons for the program’s expert panelists.

What’s UP
WNMU-TV provides informati on about issues that directly aff ect members of our rural community.  Our What’s U.P. 
series of short interview programs gives viewers the opportunity to promote community events, opportuniti es, and 
programs of interest to local citi zens.  2022 What’s U.P. topics included informati on on local benefi ts, festi vals, health 
informati on and educati onal events. These short programs are aired between our nati onally scheduled programming and 
posted online.

Public Eye News
WNMU-TV provides hands-on educati on with Public Eye News (PEN), its live, 
weekday newscast produced, directed, hosted, and crewed by Northern Michigan 
University students. Producer/host Mike Sett les took over as Public Eye News
Advisor during Fall 2022. He uti lizes his real world experience in the fi eld to guide 
students in their reporti ng and oversee daily producti on. 

Students have an opportunity to apply same-day classroom learning in a real-
world environment. Because they are given full access to WNMU-TV’s faciliti es 
and staff , they are highly sought aft er for positi ons in journalism and broadcasti ng. The success stories for PEN “gradu-
ates” are inspiring! We have more acti ve PEN members now working in TV news than ever before.

“PEN requires commitment and can be a lot of work,” According to Mr. Sett les, “But, most oft en it is just a lot of fun. We 
have a great group of students who will leave here with unparalleled broadcasti ng skills, amazing memories, and life-long 
friends.”
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High School Bowl Returns to WNMU-TV
When it comes to community involvement, nothing compares to 
WNMU-TV’s High School Bowl. Excitement is in the air each week during 
our recording season when our Studio “B” fi lls with a live audience of 
students, teachers and parents. 

Aft er postponing for a year due to university pandemic protocols, High 
School Bowl was able to resume its 43rd season in October 2021. We 
used the past year’s unfortunate shutdown as an opportunity to up-
date the High School Bowl set, including 9 HD monitors, a new lighti ng 
system, and new color scheme. We also updated the graphics, logo and 
branding to refl ect and match the design changes. This is the largest set 
update the program has seen in its 43 years in producti on.

Due to conti nuing COVID-19 precauti ons, all of the parti cipants were 
required to wear a mask while playing. Since this could impair some 
audiences who rely on lip-reading to supplement voices, we supplied 
closed capti ons for the hearing impaired both digitally and in broadcast.  

We were also excited to welcome a new school, the Mackinaw City 
“Comets”, into the competi ti on. They are our fi rst team to compete 
from below the Mackinac Bridge. They made it all the way to the quar-
ter fi nal round, which is impressive for a novice team. We are interested 
to see how they do in the future.

With about 250 student players and their coaches parti cipati ng each 
year from 36 Upper Michigan and Northern Wisconsin schools, High 
School Bowl remains our most popular local program, despite being 
postponed last season. In 2021-22, 37 games were played in our High 
School Bowl tournament, and 20 hours of programming were produced. 

Now Airing on the Michigan Learning Channel
The Michigan Learning Channel began broadcasti ng High School Bowl 
in the fall of 2021. The program is now available statewide and locally 
on WNMU-TV channel 13.4. Viewers can watch their favorite teams go 
head to head not just in the Upper Peninsula, but anywhere in Michi-
gan. This is the fi rst ti me the show has been broadcast outside of our 
viewing area, and we are happy to contribute to the educati onal con-
tent on the MLC. 

Calumet became 2022 High School Bowl champions

Host Jim Koski on the new set of High School Bowl

High School Bowl’s newest team, Mackinaw City.

Northern Michigan Univserity Students make up the 
show’s crew
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Education
WNMU-TV conti nued its commitment to educati on by delivering children’s content that helps kids learn. PBS youth pro-
gramming content is trusted by parents and teachers and proven to help kids acquire fundamental learning skills. WN-
MU-TV PBS (13.1) airs about 42 hours per week of children’s programming from PBS, as well as many hours of science, 
arts, history and documentary programs available for use by teachers in school curriculums. WNMU-TV PBS Kids (13.2) 
and Michigan Learning Channel (13.4) air children’s programming 24 hours a day, and many more hours of children’s 
programs are available on WNMU-TV PLUS (13.3). 

This year, we added a new Educati onal Resources page to our website, where area families can access at-home learning 
and educati on resources and videos from WNMU-TV, the MLC and more. Numerous online resources are also available 
through the Michigan Learning Channel’s website, PBS LearningMedia and PBSKids.org.

Michigan Learning Channel
WNMU-TV conti nues to broadcast The Michigan Learning Channel on 13.4, off ering instructi onal content to support 
the educati on of local students and to provide alternati ve resources for families and teachers. The MLC is an especially 
important resource for rural students who cannot easily access additi onal educati onal material. 

Our engagement coordinator Ellen Doan worked to strengthen the stati on’s relati onship with area school districts by 
att ending events and distributi ng materials across the Upper Peninsula. Mrs. Doan att ended over 30 community and 
school events where she distributed MLC and PBS Kids materials and informati on at 
including Menominee County’s Library in Bloom, Escanaba High School’s Future Teach-
ers of America event, Library ‘Kick-off s’ in both L’Anse and Forsyth Township, a Sharing 
Nature event in Marquett e, and much more. 

We fostered new community partnerships with Michigan State University Extension-
Marquett e to distribute Spring Break STEM & Art Kits to local students for at-home dur-
ing the week of their spring break (pictured), and conti nue working with the U.P. Chil-
dren’s Museum creati ng virtual and in-person MLC acti viti es and educati onal resources.

Online Resources
Our website, wnmutv.nmu.edu, has just over 25,000 unique visitors annually. Viewers can fi nd schedule updates and 
educati onal and community resources. Our 24/7 WNMU PBS KIDS channel streams live through pbskids.org and on the 
PBS KIDS Video App. 

We conti nue to off er PBS Passport as an added benefi t to our members. It 
has become our most popular thank-you gift , with over 1,300 acti ve users. 
Passport gives eligible partners extended access to an on-demand public 
television programming on their favorite device, including our local pro-
grams and locally produced documentaries. 

With Constant Contact e-mail service, we started generati ng a periodic 
e-newslett er to our viewers with updates about what’s on WNMU-TV and 
Passport, including special broadcasts of local producti ons and fundraiser 
schedule informati on. Donors and Passport users are automati cally signed 
up. Currently, we have about 850 recipients. 

Community Information & Safety 
WNMU conti nues to off er audio from its sister stati on, WNMU-FM and the NOAA weather service on its TV secondary 
audio program channels (SAP). The stati on also distributes health and safety informati on with potenti ally life-saving 
alerts and updates when hazardous weather, homeland security threats or other emergencies pose a danger to life and 
property. The weather service audio is especially benefi cial during winter months due to the severe weather that is com-
mon in Northern Michigan.
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Suicide Awareness & Prevention Grant
WNMU-TV was awarded a $15,000 grant that will be concluding at the 
end of 2022 to create local suicide preventi on initi ati ves in collabora-
ti on with the nati onal PBS broadcast of Facing Suicide. The grant is part 
of a nati onal initi ati ve to de-sti gmati ze the topic of suicide through 
public media and equip friends and family to take appropriate acti on 
when someone close to them may be at risk. 

Through this initi ati ve, community partnerships have been established 
with Dial Help, Bay Mills Health Center, Northpointe, West End Suicide 
Preventi on, NMU Counseling and Consultati on Services and more. 

We have been preparing promoti on and a suicide preventi on event during this ti me. Currently, we have produced 2 local 
programs on the subject, including an extended discussion with NMU Counseling and Consultati on Services director Jen-
nifer Gorton, which was produced for online viewing. 

Local Documentary Premieres
WNMU-TV has an agreement with nati onally acclaimed fi lm producer 
Michael Loukkinen to broadcast his newest fi lms for fundraising. The 
world premieres of two of his documentaries were aired during our 
December 2021 fundraiser. Each fi lm highlights stories of historical 
importance for cultures prominent in our viewing area.

Finnish American Chip Woodcarvers explores Finnish woodcraft  past 
and present through a handful of Finnish American woodcarvers in 
Upper Michigan. These descendants of immigrants strengthen their 
cultural and community ti es through the classic art of woodworking.

Mati kka (Burbot): American Finlander Lobster tells the story of “poor 
man’s lobster,” a unique, local delicacy with a fascinati ng story behind 
it. The fi lm highlights fi shing and preparing of the fi sh, highlighti ng 
how these traditi ons carry on Finnish heritage in future generati ons. 

Classic Film of the Month
During this fi scal year, WNMU-TV started classic fi lms on the last 
Friday of each month. Classic Film of the Month bring fi lms to our 
viewers that they would otherwise not see.  We are going way back 
with ti tles like The Milky Way from 1936 and Tarzan the Fearless
from 1933, and enjoying outstanding performances from actors like 
Gloria Swanson, Laurence Olivier and George O’Brien. These mov-
ies have a wealth of drama, comedy and acti on that make watching 
them a joy.  

Featured fi lms included Daniel Boone (1936), Beachcomber (1938), 
The High Command (1937) and Private Life of Don Juan (1934).
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MLC Extended Learning Oppertunities
WNMU-TV’s Michigan Learning Channel worked throughout the year to provide 
additi onal at-home learning material to area families during breaks in the school 
year. 

In March 2022, we partnered with MSU Extension’s 4-H of Marquett e County to 
create spring break science and art kits. Families who parti cipated in this event 
were able to pick up a learning kit, either art or science focused, to complete at 
home over the school break. Each kit had 5 diff erent acti viti es, including instruc-
ti ons and all materials necessary for completi on. Each acti vity was based on an 
episode from Either DIY Science Time or one of the art shows on the MLC. The 
families loved parti cipati ng in Zoom calls throughout the week to share their 
learning experiences and their projects.

In June, we conti nued to facilitate at-home learning by distributi ng over 500 sum-
mer learning acti vity books to kids all across the Upper Peninsula. These books 
were distributed at library summer kick-off  events, family nights, storyti mes, com-
munity events and to several individual schools. Students were able to conti nue 
their educati on while completi ng fun and entertaining projects and acti viti es all 
summer long. 

News Industry Job Forum
WNMU-TV’s Public Eye News presented a news industry job forum 
featuring WLUC’s Tia Trudgeon (pictured) in April 2022. The forum was 
proposed and organized by members of Public Eye News who wanted to 
share real-life work experience from a professional in a news broadcast 
setti  ng. 

Local news reporter and anchor Tia Trudgeon agreed to discuss her 
positi ve professional experiences with up-and-coming multi media 
journalism majors and other interested NMU students. Ms. Trudgeon is 
a 2020 Michigan State University graduate with a degree in English and 
Film Studies. 

“Since graduati ng and joining TV6, Tia has gott en to know the television 
news business inside and out, so we really appreciate her willingness 
to share those professional insights with her contemporaries here at 
NMU,” said Public Eye News Advisor Mike Sett les.


