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Poetry project wins national award
An educational project about poetry
created by Western Reserve Public Media
has received a national award. More Than
Rhyme: Poetry Fundamentals was named
best teacher resource in the Instructional
Media category by the National Educational
Telecommunications Association (NETA).
NETA presented 20 public broadcasters with
awards in October at its annual conference
in Dallas, Texas. There were nearly 300
entries in the competition.
More Than Rhyme: Poetry Fundamentals
helps students in grades 7-12 learn about
the structure, usefulness and power of
poetry. The multimedia project includes
instructional videos, a website and a teacher
guide. Judges praised the project for being
well-organized, full of examples and easy to
understand. “It could expand the horizons
of students and expose them to whole new
ways to use language,” one judge wrote.

Staff members pose with the national NETA Award
received in October. Pictured left to right are Duilio
Mariola, project producer; Maria Mastromatteo, project
executive producer; and Paula Kritz, teacher guide and
website designer

The project was funded through an annual subsidy from the Broadcast Educational Media
Commission (BEMC), an Ohio state agency charged with advancing education and accelerating
the learning of the citizens of this state through public educational broadcasting services. It is now
included with almost 50 other multimedia projects available for free on Western Reserve Public
Media’s website.

Western Reserve
Public Media
1750 Campus Center Drive
P.O. Box 5191
Kent, OH 44240-5191
1-800-554-4549
WesternReservePBS.org

In all, 29 projects in the areas of program production, promotion, outreach and instructional media
were honored. The NETA Awards are an annual recognition of member-created excellence in
public broadcasting, a tradition established in the 1960s by the pioneering Southern Educational
Communications Association from which NETA was formed.
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Programming & Local Productions (cont’d.)

New careers project funded
Western Reserve Public Media once again received a grant from the Broadcast Educational Media
Commission (BEMC) for the production of multimedia projects. The grant amount is $109,683.
Our Programming Department will create short videos that feature an overview of specific career
topics and are keyed to science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) topics and state
language arts, mathematics, science and social studies standards. The topics approved include
five careers each in the construction and food service industries.
On its website, Western Reserve Public Media offers nearly 50 other multimedia projects that are
available free of charge to all Ohio schools.

Educational Services

Educational Services partners
with International Soap Box
Derby
In October, The International Soap Box
Derby and Western Reserve Public Media
announced an agreement to expand
educational offerings through the Derby’s
Gravity Racing Challenge Program.
The Derby’s program uses the tools and
values of Soap Box Derby racing to introduce
science, technology, engineering and math
(STEM) to students in an enjoyable, engaging
way. The program is designed to provide
K-12 educators and students with projectand standards-based, intercurricular learning
opportunities.
“We’re excited to partner with Western
Reserve Public Media,” said Derby President
& CEO Joe Mazur. “The GRC program has
grown the past few years and now it’s
time to take it to a new level. With this
partnership we’ll now be able to provide
educators with a learning portal that meets
today’s educational standards.”

The request came from Gov. Kasich’s office and Ohio Government Channel (OGT), which wanted
coverage of the press conference held by the Summit County Health Department and other
organizations. The event was related to fears that Texas nurse Amber Vinson had contracted Ebola
and then visited the Akron area.

The Educational Services staff at Western
Reserve Public Media will use the Soap Box
Derby theme to develop a kit of resources
and activities that link to Ohio Department
of Education standards for fifth graders.
Following STEM standards, the project
will include videos, lesson plans, activities,
background resources, assessments and
professional development opportunities.

Mariola and Wallen raced to the Ocasek State Building in Akron to conduct the videotaping, then
brought the footage back to our master control, where maintenance engineer Horace Chong fed
it to OGT for statewide and national pick-up.

Barbara Moore of Western Reserve Public
Media will serve as grant program manager
for the project.

Staff members answer call for press conference coverage
On Oct. 17, Programming Department staff members Duilio Mariola and Barb Wallen dropped
everything to help with a request to videotape a press conference related to the local Ebola scare.

President and CEO Trina Cutter commended Mariola, Wallen and Chong for their help in
successfully completing this emergency assignment.
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Educational Services (cont’d.)
ITIP Ohio to honor Teacher and
Administrator of the Year
Western Reserve Public Media, ITIP Ohio
(Instructional Technology Integration
Partnership Ohio) and the International
Society for Technology in Education will
sponsor the 2015 Technology-Using Teacher
of the Year Award and the 2015 TechnologyUsing Administrator of the Year Award.
Nominees can come from any public or
private K-12 school or educational service
center in Ohio. The two winners will be
announced in January and will be recognized
at the Ohio Technology Conference in
February.

Professional development update
Educational Services conducted nearly 40
professional development sessions for area
educators during the fall of 2014. Topics
related to the integration of technology in
the classroom and covered interactive white
boards, iPads and Google applications. Nine
of the sessions were offered online.
For the winter session (January through
April), more than 50 professional
development sessions will be available to
educators, with sessions available online
including a new course developed in
collaboration with Ohio University that
focuses on educational gaming.

Department to participate in
upcoming educational summits
Western Reserve
Public Media and
ITIP Ohio will offer
two educational summits. The first is the
Microsoft Office 365 Symposium, which will
be held in December in Columbus. Microsoft
representatives will discuss how their latest
products are being integrated in Ohio’s
classrooms.
In May, the fifth
annual ITIP Ohio
Summit featuring
Google for Education will be offered at the
Kalahari Resort and Convention Center in
Sandusky. More than 700 educators attended
last year’s Google summit.

Ohio Educational Technology
Conference to be held

Teacher Showcase Project
continues

Our Educational Services Department is
helping to plan the annual Ohio Educational
Technology Conference. This event strives
to challenge, inform and inspire educators
through the use of educational technology.
The conference will be held Feb. 10-12 in
Columbus.

Western Reserve Public Media, in
collaboration with ITIP Ohio and the Ohio
Department of Education, continues to work
on the Teacher Showcase Project.

Western Reserve Public Media will have
exhibit space with Ohio’s other educational
affiliate partners. In addition, Jeff Good,
director of education, will present on
Google’s collaborative tools Hangouts and
Hangouts on Air. Barb Moore, 21st Century
learning consultant, will discuss the Soap Box
Derby project.

Videos and lesson plans created in phase
one of the project offer examples of teaching
practices taking place in Ohio’s language arts
classrooms. The videos, created last school
year, allow others to see how Ohio teachers
are effectively using technology to support
student learning.

Jeff Good
conducts training
in Cadiz schools
Harrison Hills City
Schools in Cadiz has
implemented a one-onone learning initiative
in its high school and
Jeff Good, director of
education, has been
providing support in the form of face-to-face
training.
Good was on site at the district in August
for a full day of training and then followed
up with a question-and-answer session in
September. Four Harrison Hills teachers will
also be in attendance for a session about
Google at the training center in Kent in
November.

Barb Moore trains
area teachers
Barb Moore, 21st
Century learning
consultant, provided
training to teachers at
Campbell City Schools
during the recent North
Eastern Ohio Education
Association (NEOEA) Day. Teachers received
training throughout the day on Smart Board
equipment recently purchased for the district.
Moore also provided after-school training to
teachers at Field Local schools in October.

Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube
Follow us for program updates,
contests, announcements, fun
links and more on our Facebook
fan page and at Twitter.com/
WR_PBS. You can watch all of our
local programming on our YouTube
channel, too!
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Outreach & Special Events

Documentary preview held at The Butler
Western Reserve PBS and The Butler Institute of American
Art presented a preview of the new documentary “James
McNeill Whistler and the Case for Beauty” on Sunday,
Sept. 7, in the Butler Beecher Center Auditorium.
The screening was preceded by a gallery tour of Butler
Whistler masterworks by Museum Director Dr. Louis Zona.
Western Reserve Public Media President and CEO Trina
Cutter addressed the audience before the one-hour film.

“Downton Abbey” events announced
Western Reserve Public Media recently announced three upcoming events related
to the highly anticipated premiere of the new season of Masterpiece Classic,
“Downton Abbey.”
On Thursday, Dec. 11, at Akron Civic Theatre, we’ll hold A Downton Abbey Preview
and Soirée. Guests can attend a free preview of the first hour of the new series
at 8 pm. For just $25, they also can attend a soirée at 6:30 pm, which will feature
food and refreshments including a signature cocktail called “The Poor Edith,” jazz
music and more. The event is sponsored by the Akron Civic Theatre Women’s Guild.
Tickets are available through Akron Civic Theatre.
On Sunday, Dec. 14, at Stambaugh Auditorium in Youngstown, we’ll hold a free
sneak preview of the show’s first hour. Tickets are available through Stambaugh
Auditorium.
On Saturday, Feb. 14, 2015, we’ll hold our second Downton Abbey Valentine’s
Dinner Dance at Sheraton Suites in Cuyahoga Falls. This fabulous fundraiser for the
station features a five-course feast with optional wine pairings, served in Downton
Abbey style, plus dancing, a silent auction and more. Tickets are available through
our Communications Department.
Season 5 of “Downton Abbey” will begin on Sunday, Jan. 4, 2015, on Western
Reserve PBS.
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The Temptations posed with Western Reserve PBS fans
and meet-and-greet guests at Packard Hall in Warren.

Guests welcomed at concerts
Carole Talbert, membership manager, welcomed attendees
to the Don McLean and Judy Collins concert held Oct. 10
at Packard Music Hall in Warren. Some attendees at the
concert received their tickets as pledge thank-you gifts
during our recent membership drive.
Marybeth Gibbons, membership coordinator, welcomed
guests to Packard Hall on Nov. 16 for The Temptations
concert, another pledge drive offering.

Marketing &
Development
Membership matters
The Membership Department shares two recent
customer service experiences where staff members
went beyond “duties as assigned.”
The first incident involves a recent pledge offer for
tickets to see The Temptations in Warren. Knowing
that the concert would make a perfect birthday
gift, caller Kathleen C. of Cleveland purchased two
tickets. The problem was that the surprise birthday
celebration, for which the tickets were purchased,
was a full two weeks before the scheduled ticket
mail date.
Membership coordinator Marybeth Gibbons
accepted the not-so-easy task of arranging to have
the tickets overnighted for the birthday surprise.
According to Kathleen, the tickets arrived just in
time.  
The second example involves the acclaimed
Ken Burns series The Roosevelts: An Intimate
History, which aired in September. Jennifer P. of
Akron, a busy homemaker and caregiver with an
unpredictable schedule, set her DVR to record
the final episode of the series and, as sometimes
happens, a problem occurred and the program was
not recorded.  
After learning that Jennifer was clearly
disheartened to have missed the highly anticipated
program finale, chief engineer Rick Patterson
copied the final episode onto a DVD for Jennifer.
That’s right … membership matters!

Organization receives $5,000 grant
Western Reserve Public Media recently received
a $5,000 grant from the Margaret Clark Morgan
Foundation. The funding will help to cover our
Fiscal Year 2015 arts and culture programming
acquisition costs, which are projected to total
$160,000.
From July 1, 2014, to June 30, 2015, we will
air an average of 50 hours of arts and culture
programming each month. Western Reserve PBS
delivers free arts and culture programming into
every home with a TV set in our viewing area,
regardless of a viewer’s financial ability to become
a member of our public television station, or to
pay for tickets to a museum, symphony, theater or
dance performance.

Jim Brickman (front right) stopped by the Western Reserve PBS studios to
tape a special pledge show. Pictured above are Toni Kayumi (front left), who
appeared on air with the artist, plus production crew Rick Patterson, Duilio
Mariola, Barb Wallen, Gary Manke and Mel Grimshaw.
Many thanks to popular songwriter and pianist Jim Brickman, who visited our Kent
studios on Thursday, Nov. 6, to help raise funds for our station. Brickman and Toni
Kayumi, chief development and communications officer, taped pledge break segments
to air during the broadcasts of Jim Brickman’s A Christmas Celebration in late
November and early December on Western Reserve PBS.

Board of Directors News
Bryan DePoy receives Lake Erie College appointment
Dr. Bryan DePoy, chairman of the board of Western Reserve
Public Media, has accepted a new position with Lake Erie
College in Painesville. DePoy has been the dean of the
College of Creative Arts and Communication at Youngstown
State University since 2009.
After conducting a national search, Lake Erie College
President Michael T. Victor announced DePoy’s appointment
as vice president of academic affairs and chief academic
officer. He will be joining the college’s executive team in
January 2015.
DePoy will continue serving as board chairman for our
organization.

The National Endowment for the Arts reports that
over half of all American adults participate in the
arts through electronic media, and that those
who do so are almost three times more likely than
non-electronic media participants to attend live
arts events. The organization also released a study
explaining that at-risk students who have a high
level of arts engagement actually perform better
academically, aspire to higher career goals and
become more active in the community.
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Staff News, Training & Conferences
Cutter conducts
staff meeting
On Aug. 29, President
and CEO Trina Cutter
led an all-station staff
meeting and discussed
the August on-air
membership drive’s
rough start and the
related actions that she
is taking.

Cutter participates in CPB
webinar
On Sept. 17, Trina Cutter participated in a
webinar offered by the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting titled, “CSG Transparency and
Diversity Compliance Requirements.”
Recipients of Community Service Grants
(CSGs) must comply with several obligations
related to transparency and diversity.
Cutter participated in the webinar to learn
more about these important compliance
requirements.

Cutter attends GAR Foundation
session
On Sept. 17, Trina Cutter attended a Cultural
Data Project training session offered by
the GAR Foundation. Starting with funding
requests submitted for the GAR Foundation’s
Feb. 1, 2015, deadline, all arts and cultural
organizations that apply to the GAR
Foundation for a grant will be required to
have a current, completed Cultural Data
Project (CDP) profile on file.
The profile includes detailed financial data
as well as basic organizational information
including revenues, expenses, marketing
activities, balance sheet information and
more.
The GAR Foundation believes so strongly
in the value of good data that it will soon
require all of its arts grantees to submit a
current CDP profile as their application for
funding.

Cutter participates in APTS
teleconferences
Trina Cutter participated in two Association
of Public Television Stations (APTS)
coalition conference calls on Oct. 9. The
Education Coalition call gave an update
on what is new in education and reviewed
ongoing initiatives on Capitol Hill and in
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the federal administration. The Spectrum
Auction Coalition call mostly discussed the
recently released Greenhill Report that
outlined incentive auction opportunities for
broadcasters.

Cutter is sponsor of Leadership
Heritage Day
On behalf of Western Reserve PBS, Trina
Cutter sponsored the Leadership Mahoning
Valley Heritage Day, which entailed members
visiting various historical sites of interest
including The Butler Institute of American
Art and the Arms Family Museum. This day
celebrates the gems of the valley as part of
the Leadership Mahoning Valley program.

Graziano attends
BBC conference
In early November,
programmer Steve
Graziano, managing
partner of P3 Public
Media, attended the
national BBC Syndication
Showcase in New
Orleans. This three-day conference enables
programmers to preview British dramas that
will be available in 2015.
Following the BBC presentation, Graziano
attended a Public Television Programmers
Association meeting, which offered him an
opportunity to meet with members of the
PBS programming and pledge teams.

Cutter attends Canton meeting
On Oct. 14, Trina Cutter attended an allcommunity meeting in Canton held by the
Community Building Partnership.

Cutter considers board
appointment
Trina Cutter has been asked to consider
serving on the Stark County Project Rebuild
board of directors, so on Wednesday, Oct.
15, she attended a Project Rebuild board
meeting to observe and learn more about the
organization.

Cutter attends fundraising
seminar
Trina Cutter attended an Association of
Fundraising Professionals seminar, “Mixing It

Up: The Path to Nonprofit Sustainability,” on
Oct. 16. Presented by Huntington Bank, the
seminar featured panelists Dan Flowers from
Akron Canton Regional Food Bank and Robb
Hankins from Arts in Stark, who talked about
how to define, identify and grow revenue
streams.

Cutter attends Women’s Impact
reception
Trina Cutter attended an exclusive Women’s
Impact reception on Oct. 22 at the Joseph
Saxton Gallery in Canton. Women’s Impact
Inc. is a network of female professionals
who seek ways to advance women in our
community, provide leadership opportunities
and foster an atmosphere that leverages
the unique capabilities and perspectives of
women in the greater Stark County area.

Cutter addresses Canal Fulton
Chamber
On Oct. 23, Trina Cutter delivered a
presentation to the Canal Fulton Chamber of
Commerce titled, “The Fun I Have Doing My
Job.”

Carole Talbert is
new membership
manager
Join us in welcoming
Carole Talbert to
the new position of
membership manager.
Talbert most recently
worked as marketing manager for legal and
mortgage-focused companies in the Virginia
Beach area. Prior to that, she coordinated
the legal marketing efforts for Walter &
Haverfield LLP in Cleveland. She also worked
for 18 years in Los Angeles as a facilities
manager of Crossroads Arts Academy and
operations specialist for Fox Television
Stations.
“This is the first time in the history of the
station that we have hired someone whose
total focus is on managing the membership
and customer service functions,” said Trina
Cutter, president and CEO. “She is here to
assure that the needs of both our current and
prospective members are met.”
Talbert, a native Cantonian, stated, “I’m
glad to be back home and I look forward to
working with the best PBS station in Ohio.”

We Accept Cars, Trucks, Vans, SUVs,
Boats, Motorcycles, ATVs, RVs,
Trailers, Helicopters & Airplanes.
Western Reserve Public Media is Ohio’s largest PBS
station. When you make a donation, you’re supporting
high-quality educational and inspiring programming.

Support your public broadcast station!
visit WesternReservePublicMedia.org for more info.

7

Western Reserve Public Media
P.O. Box 5191
Kent OH 44240-5191
www.WesternReservePublicMedia.org

The Western Reserve PBS Vie
26.3%

of all Adults 18+
in the Cleveland Metro
market watch us every week2

Ashtabula

Western Reserve Public Media Viewing Area
(Includes all of Cuyahoga, Lake,
Lorain, Medina and Geauga counties)

Painesville
LAKE

The Western Reserve PBS Viewing Area

26.3% of all Adults 18+

in the Cleveland Metro
market watch us every week2

(Includes all of Cuyahoga, Lake,
Lorain, Medina and Geauga counties)

Painesville
LAKE

ASHTABULA
Ashland

Chardon
CRAWFORD
GEAUGA

Cleveland
CUYAHOGA

RICHLAND

Elyria
LORAIN

ERIE

Medina

HURON

MEDINA

MORROW
PORTAGE
Kent

SUMMIT
Akron

Youngstown
KNOX
MAHONING

Ashland
CRAWFORD
RICHLAND

ASHLAND

WAYNE
Wooster
HOLMES

MORROW

STARK

Lisbon

CARROLL

TUSCARAWAS

KNOX

HOLMES
Sharon

COSHOCTON

HARRISON

MAHONING

L
COLUMBIANA
Lisbon
Carrollton

New Philadelphia

CARROLL

TUSCARAWAS

New Castle
COSHOCTON
BUTLER
LAWRENCE
BEAVER
Beaver

Carrollton
New Philadelphia

Youngstown

Franklin

MERCER

COLUMBIANA

Canton

TRUMBULL
Warren

PORTAGE
Kent

Meadville
WAYNE
STARK
VENANGO
Canton
Wooster

ASHLAND

TRUMBULL
Warren

GEAUGA

ERIE

Medina
SUMMIT
MEDINA
Akron
CRAWFORD

HURONAshtabula

Chardon

Cleveland
CUYAHOGA
Erie

Elyria
LORAIN

ERIE

ASHTABULA

JEFFERSON

HARRISON

33%

Butler
of all Adults 18+
in the Akron/Canton market
watch us every week1,2

20%

of all A
in the Mahoning
watch us every

(Includes all of Summit, Stark,
Portage and Wayne counties)

(Includes all of Mah
and Columbiana co

ALLEGHENY
JEFFERSON

CablePittsburgh
and satellite coverage

Steubenville

Over-the-air broadcast reach

Steubenville

Available to 5.13 million people in 22 counties, Western Reserve Public Media serves the large
20%
of all Adults
eight PBS member
stations.
(The18+
second largest station reaches 1.2 million fewer people.) Our
in the Akron/Canton market
in the Mahoning Valley
service area is extended
by
carriage
on almost all cable systems and satellite services in North
1
watch us every week1,2
watch us every week
(Includes all of Summit, Stark,
Western Pennsylvania.
(Includes all of Mahoning, Trumbull

33% of all Adults 18+
Portage and Wayne counties)

Cable and satellite coverage

and Columbiana counties)

Western
Reserve PBS ...
Over-the-air broadcast reach

• Is watched by more than 1 million viewers in greater Akron, Canton,
Cleveland and the Mahoning Valley each month.1
•
Delivers
larger
than 95%ofofOhio’s
cable networks and local radio
Available to 5.13 million people in 22 counties, Western Reserve Public Media
serves
theaudiences
largest population
2
stations
and
newspapers.
eight PBS member stations. (The second largest station reaches 1.2 million fewer people.) Our over-the-air broadcast
• Represents
name Ohio
that resonates
powerfully with and is trusted
service area is extended by carriage on almost all cable systems and satellite
servicesainbrand
Northeast
and parts of
by the American public: PBS.
Western Pennsylvania.
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Western Reserve PBS ...

Sources: 1 2010 A.C. Nielsen audience data; 22011-2012 Media Audit, Cleveland-Akron

• Is watched by more than 1 million viewers in greater Akron, Canton,
Cleveland and the Mahoning Valley each month.1
• Delivers larger audiences than 95% of cable networks and local radio
stations and newspapers.2

