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 Leadership Report

Donor Spotlight

Edward Gleason of Niagara Falls, NY, is a longtime donor, volunteer, 
and friend of WNED | WBFO. Ed’s love of classical music first led him to 
become a member of Classical 94.5 WNED in 1984. Soon after, he became 
a supporter of WNED-TV and later WBFO-FM 88.7. In addition to his 
generous financial support, Ed has been a dedicated volunteer since 2011. 
Volunteering 177 hours in the last fiscal year alone, Ed can often be found 
answering phones during pledge drives, helping with special events, and 
giving station tours to community groups. As a result of his tremendous 
commitment to the station, this year Ed has been named as a National 
Philanthropy Day Distinguished Honoree and the WNED | WBFO 

Volunteer of the Year.

Going above and beyond to support the mission of WNED | WBFO, 

Ed always shows up to the station with great stories, corny jokes, and a 
smile. As a Leadership Giving member, he enjoys giving during pledge 
drives, often using his dollars as challenge gifts, motivating others to give 
by matching their funds. Ed’s love of public broadcasting is only matched by 
his passion for motorcycles. When he’s not at the station, Ed is likely riding 
one of his classic bikes around Lewiston or Niagara Falls. His kindness, good 
nature, and countless volunteer hours are just a few of the reasons we at 

WNED | WBFO are grateful for Edward Gleason. 



DaiLo Restaurant, 503 College St, Toronto, ON M6J 2J3
Join Canadian celebrity chef Christine Cushing as we toast the premiere of her new show, 
“Confucius was a Foodie” on WNED-TV. Enjoy cocktails and a variety of tantalizing 
hors d’oeuvres and entrees at one of Toronto’s top Asian Fusion restaurants, DaiLo. 
Mingle with chef/owner Nick Liu and Chef Christine and watch as they prepare an original 
dish together before your very eyes. This elegant evening is not to be missed! Reserve 
your tickets today – space is very limited! 

Tickets: $30 CN 
To purchase tickets, please contact Cate Bearss at 1-800-678-1723 ext. 308.

About “Confucius was a Foodie”

For its January 2019 premiere on WNED-TV, eight delicious episodes of “Confucius was 
a Foodie” will take viewers on a voyage of discovery with celebrity chef and former 
Food Network host Christine Cushing. Chef Christine revels in uncovering the fascinating 
traditions, philosophies, and history of Chinese culinary culture and its surprising influence 
on food around the world.

Chef Christine explores with the knowledge of a chef and the curiosity of a Westerner. 
Her motivation is fueled by the discovery that she has much in common with philosopher, 
Confucius. To her surprise, it turns out the ancient Chinese scholar was actually—a foodie, 
perhaps the first foodie!

Shaking up foodie myths with Christine will have viewers calling for take-out before the 
end of every mouth-watering episode. Join Christine as she follows the taste of Chinese 
immigration across North America, Europe, and Asia, discovering how Chinese cuisines 
and culture are both being preserved and evolving while impacting cuisines around the globe.

  Additional Upcoming Events

CN Leadership Lunch – Dec. 4, 2018 

Location: University Club of Toronto, 380 University Ave, Toronto, ON M5G 1R6 

Topic: WNED-TV preview of upcoming BBC and APT programming

US Leadership Lunch – Dec. 6, 2018 

Location: WNED | WBFO Boardroom, 140 Lower Terrace, Buffalo, NY 14202

Topic: WNED-TV preview of upcoming BBC and APT programming

FEATURED EVENT!

with host Christine Cushing 

Jan. 10, 2018 at 6 p.m.

Strolling Supper 
This exciting family event is back! Bring your kids or grandkids to see their favorite PBS 
Kids characters, and enjoy stage shows, games, prizes, and more in the WNED-TV Studios. 
Or make a day of it as you enjoy breakfast (US only) with the characters at Buffalo 
RiverWorks before heading over to join the Kid Fest fun in the WNED-TV Studios. 

Tickets on sale Nov. 26. For more information visit 

wned.org/community/screenings-and-events/.

President and Chairman level members are eligible to receive a complimentary pair 

of tickets to Kid Fest. Please contact Cate Bearss at 716-845-7000 ext. 308 

or cbearss@wned.org to reserve your tickets.

 Canada – Feb. 2, 2019 
 Location: Royal Ontario Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Rd W, Burlington, ON L7T 4H4

 Bring your kids or grand kids to our inaugural Kid Fest Canada! 

 US – Feb. 9 and 10, 2019 
 WNED-TV Studios, Horizons Plaza, 140 Lower Terrace, Buffalo, NY 14202

 Kid Fest Character Breakfast (US only) – Feb. 9, 2019
 Buffalo RiverWorks, 359 Ganson St, Buffalo, NY 14203

Antiques Home Show Canada – Mar. 23, 2019 
Details coming soon! 

Location: Royal Ontario Botanical Gardens, 

680 Plains Rd W, Burlington, ON L7T 4H4

WNED | WBFO 60th Anniversary Celebration – May 18, 2019
WNED-TV and WBFO 88.7 FM will both celebrate 60 years on the air in the upcoming year! 
Along with events and on-air celebrations -- details coming soon! -- the station will share 
member memories on our Facebook page. If you have any memories or photos to share, 
please send to lthomas@wned.org.

WNED | WBFO Station Tours 
Have you always wondered what the WNED-TV pledge studio looks like in person? Would 
you like to see where the day’s news is delivered from the WBFO-FM mic or visit the studio 
where Classical WNED hosts program music? We are proud to offer Leadership Giving 
members complimentary guided tours of WNED | WBFO. Tours are available Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday but must be scheduled at least a week in advance as space is 
limited. For more information or to schedule a tour, contact Lindsay Thomas at 

1-800-678-1723 ext. 238 or 716-845-7000 ext. 238.  



There’s still time to be a part of the Leadership 
Giving challenge pool – a fund we will once again 
use across all stations this Giving Tuesday, 
November 27 — to inspire others to give by 
matching their donations dollar for dollar.  

Last year, an astounding $100,000 was raised in 
challenge funds and an additional $128,000 was 
raised on Giving Tuesday. 

By making a donation of any size today, you’ll 
help the challenge pool reach a level that creates 
excitement and motivates others to give to 
WNED | WBFO this Giving Tuesday.

To add your funds and join the challenge pool, 
please contact Cate Bearss at 716-845-7000 
ext. 308 or 1-800-678-1723 ext. 308. 

Giving Tuesday

Magical Rhine and Moselle – Aug. 25 - Sept. 3, 2019

Join WNED | WBFO President and CEO Don Boswell for “Magical Rhine and Moselle” 
(August 25 – September 3, 2019). This seven-day cruise of the Rhine and Moselle Rivers, 
will begin in stunning Zurich, Switzerland, and make stops in Lucerne, the “Swiss Paradise 
on the Lake”; Strasbourg, France; and Amsterdam, the Netherlands; among others. Enjoy 
walking and river tours, renowned wine cellars, and exquisite dinners with fellow travelers, 
all against the panoramic backdrop of endless vineyards, ancient cities, and some of 
Europe’s most magnificent scenery. 

For more information, please contact Lori Bannister at 716-845-7017 or 
1-800-678-1723 ext. 369.

What is the IRA Charitable Rollover?
The IRA Charitable Rollover allows donors to make 
“qualified charitable distributions” directly from a
retirement plan. Gifts up to $100,000 are excluded 
from federal income. For couples filing a joint tax 
return, each spouse can exclude up to $100,000 for 
a maximum of $200,000 each year. 

What is a Qualified Charitable Distribution?
Remember the 4Rs – Right Age (70 1/2½), 
Right Account, Right Organization, Right Delivery 

Right Age (70 1/2 ) 
 • You cannot keep retirement funds in your account indefinitely.
 • You generally have to start taking distributions from a retirement account when  
    you reach age 70 - RMD (required minimum distribution).  
 • First RMD for qualified IRA accounts is April 1 of the year following the calendar 
    year in which you reach age 70 1/2.  
Right Account 
 • The distribution must be made from either a Roth or Traditional IRA.
 • Distributions from 401(k), 403(b), SEP, and SIMPLE accounts are not permitted.
Right Organization   
 • The recipient organization must be a tax-exempt organization as defined by the IRS. 
 • Exclusion - contributions to supporting organizations (509(a) (3) or Donor 
    Advised Funds are not allowed.
Right Delivery 
 • The distribution must be made directly by the plan administrator to the recipient  
    organization. 
 • The donor cannot take the distribution and then make a gift of the proceeds. 
 • Impact – gift becomes taxable.  

Additional Requirements
 • The distribution is not tax-deductible. The exclusion from income is the financial  
    benefit. A deduction would be considered double dipping. 
 • Although non-deductible, the distribution must meet the rules of a fully deductible  
   contribution.   
 • A gift to fund a life-income gift is not allowed.    
 • Donors cannot receive any item of value in exchange for the gift.    

Think of WNED | WBFO when considering a qualified charitable distribution before 
the end of 2018. Keep an eye out for calendar year-end gift requests coming to your 
mailbox soon!

An Option for Year-End Giving



Holiday Shopping with AmazonSmile

You shop. Amazon gives. 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and 
shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, 
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products 
to Western New York Public Broadcasting.

You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their 
product detail pages. Remember to bookmark AmazonSmile in your browser so your 
purchases will benefit WNED | WBFO all year long!

To give to WNED | WBFO while you shop, go to smile.amazon.com and search 
Western New York Public Broadcasting Association. Happy shopping!

Leave a Lasting Legacy

“… and I leave my whole estate to my one true companion, public radio.” 
             (Cartoon: The New Yorker)

Since 1959, WNED | WBFO has utilized the miraculous instrument of public media to 
enrich and change the lives of our families, friends, and neighbors in Western New York 
and Southern Ontario. This important work has been made possible through the years 
because of loyal members and supporters like you. You can continue making Western 
New York and Southern Ontario a better place to live, learn, and grow by establishing a 
planned gift to support the future of public media in our community.

For more information about becoming a member of the WNED | WBFO Legacy Society, 
contact Colleen Miller at cmiller@wned.org, 716-845-7031, or 1-800-678-1723 ext. 326.

Thank you for your membership in the WNED | WBFO
Leadership Giving Program! 

WNED | WBFO depends upon its members in order to deliver trustworthy news and 

information; 24/7 classical music; educational children’s programs; and quality arts, 

culture, science, and nature programs. Leaders like you, who are invested stakeholders in 

the organization, make a significant impact on WNED | WBFO through annual financial support. 

Program Level  Annual Membership Gift 

Chairman   $10,000 + 

President   $5,000 - $9,999

Benefactor   $2,500 - $4,999

Leader   $1,000 - $2,499

Founder   $300 - $999

Become a Sustainer!

WNED | WBFO sustaining members make convenient ongoing contributions that are 

automatically drafted each month. It’s an easy and efficient way to support all the

programs you rely on through secure, automatic monthly payments from your credit 

card, debit card or bank account. This means we’ll deduct your designated contribution 

from your account until you decide to let us know you’d like to stop or change it.

WNED | WBFO Sustainer Benefits

 • Sustainers receive less mail from WNED, and no renewal notices, which means less  

    processing expenses for us, too!

 • As a sustainer, you will have the satisfaction of knowing that all of the news, 

    information, entertainment, and educational programs that you listen to and watch  

    every day are made possible with your ongoing, sustaining support. 

To become a sustaining member today, contact Cate Bearss at 716-845-7000 ext. 308 or 

1-800-678-1723 ext. 308.

Leadership Giving


