
For Eileen Mary Frayn, 
education was a 
lifelong pursuit. 

A high school teacher and 

college guidance counselor 

in Toronto, Ontario, for over 

thirty-five years, Ms. Frayn 

believed strongly in the 

importance of continuous 

education. She earned her 

Bachelor of Arts degree from 

the University of Windsor 

and her Master of Arts  

degree from the University 

of Toronto. Channeling that 

passion for higher education, 

Ms. Frayn accepted a position 

at Cedarbrae Collegiate 

Institute, where she worked   

in several different capacities, 

most recently as the Assistant 

Head of the Guidance 

Department. 

A diagnosis of multiple sclerosis forced Ms. Frayn to retire early. As her 

disease progressed, her mobility decreased, and she turned to WNED-TV 

for its educational programming. Spending hours watching programs on 

history, science, and the arts, Ms. Frayn decided to safeguard public 

television broadcasting’s future for the coming generation. Her incredibly 

generous bequest of one million dollars has had a resounding impact on 

WNED-TV, and will continue to do so for years to come.   

To learn more about making a legacy gift,
contact Colleen Miller at 716-845-7031 or cmiller@wned.org.
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Welcome, Michael Holley

Michael Holley is the new Vice President of Development. 
He continues a career of more than 25 years of fundraising 
for a diverse group of non-profits, including leadership 
positions at United Way of New York City, Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute and Aspire of Western New York. 

He brings a history of successful capital campaigns; 
stewardship of individual, corporate and foundation 
constituents; as well as volunteer and staff development. 
Mike looks forward to working with the talented 
development team at WNED|WBFO to grow our 
fundraising efforts and to further engage the Western 
New York and Southern Ontario communities, and can be 
reached at 716-845-7005 or by email at mholley@wned.org. 
He currently resides in Clarence Center with his wife and 

three children. 

Mark Swarts named as new Morning Host

Classical 94.5 WNED is happy to introduce Mark Swarts 

as the new morning host, as he fills the position previously 
held by Bob Krum. Mark joined WNED | WBFO in January 
2017 after thirty-seven years away from the broadcasting 
booth. 

You can hear Mark in his new role as the Morning Classics 
host every weekday from 6 AM to 11 AM.  

STAFF UPDATE

CLASSICAL 94.5 UPDATES

Production UPDATES

The Great American Read

The Great American Read, an eight-part series on 
America’s 100 most-loved novels, is currently underway. 
The book list was pulled together from a nationwide poll, 
and revealed during the series premiere. Embracing a 
local angle, WNED | WBFO has partnered with the 

Buffalo & Erie County Public Libraries, Talking Leaves 
Books, and Just Buffalo Literary Center to collect stories 
and thoughts on the book list from Western New Yorkers 
and Southern Ontarians. You can vote for your favorite 
novel on our website.  

Recognition

WNED-TV is proud to announce that the station 
received the “Outstanding Use of Digital Platforms” 
award during the 52nd Annual Awards for Excellence 
in Broadcasting. The honor, presented by the New 
York State Broadcasters Association, was given for 
the digital series “Our Vietnam Voices.” The program 
focuses on Vietnam veterans and Western New Yorkers 
affected by the war, and includes stories, photographs, 
and resources for veterans.

WBFO-FM 88.7 received eleven awards at this year’s 
New York State Associated Press Association awards 
banquet, more than any other public or commercial 
radio station in the state. Nine of those were first-place 
accolades, and the station was given the “Outstanding 
News Operation” award for the fifth consecutive year. 
Honored reporters included Avery Schneider, Eileen 
Buckley and Jonny Moran, Scott Sackett, Michael 
Mroziak, and Daniela Porat. We’re also proud to 
announce that two WBFO newscasts were aired on 
NPR. Avery Schneider’s feature on an Olean doctor 
who gathers data for the national daily pollen count 
was broadcast on Here and Now, and Chris Caya’s 
report on the United States’ last operational gumball 
factory in Alden was featured on Marketplace.

WBFO 88.7 UPDATES



CURRENT PROGRAMMING PROJECTS

TIFF Behind the Festival – WNED-TV is producing a 
special interview program with Director and CEO Piers 
Handling as he retires from TIFF after the 2018 festival.  
Program features an in-depth look at his career and the 
impact of TIFF on the region.  Toronto writer and host 
Brian Johnson will host the program.  Program will air in 
the fall of 2018.  

The Warrior Tradition – One-hour national television 
documentary about Native Americans in the military 
throughout American history.  Research and pre-pro-
duction is now underway.  Field production will begin 
in the fall.  Larry Hott will serve as the producer of the 
program.  We are targeting a fall 2019 broadcast on PBS.  
Major funding provided by the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting.  Currently seeking additional funding.  

Racial Equity Project – Radio reporting and Facebook 
Live components are on-going and digital video compo-
nent is in development for project to raise awareness and 
engage our community on the issue of racial and social 
equality.  The content focuses on the themes of economy 
and jobs, education, housing, and crime and public safe-
ty.  The next Facebook Live event will be held in August 
and will explore the criminal justice system. Funding has 
been provided by the Community Foundation for 
Greater Buffalo.  

Reach Out – Recognize Relationship Abuse – In our 
community, one in four young adults will experience rela-
tionship abuse. We are producing a community engage-
ment project examining the issue of relationship abuse 
with the Family Justice Center of Erie County. This local 
initiative will include education and community engage-
ment materials. The production is underway for a launch 
in the fall of 2018.  Funding has been provided by West 
Herr Auto Group.  

Making Buffalo Home – Production is underway for 
a two-year online digital content initiative focused on 
Buffalo’s immigrants and refugees who share their expe-
riences and traditions. The primary goal is to meet these 
members of our community through their own words.  
Initial content will launch in later June with the first 
Facebook Live event to be held on July 24. Funding 
has been provided by Rich Products and the Rich 
Family Foundation.  

Richardson – Olmsted Complex Project – We are now 
in pre-production on a program exploring the histo-
ry and future of the Richardson – Olmsted Complex 
in Buffalo.  Interviews and field production will begin 
in July. It will include a 30-minute documentary and a 
number of digital engagement components.  Program 
will be completed in late 2018. Initial funding has been 
provided by the Peter C. Cornell Trust and we are seek-
ing additional funding.  

Mental Health Initiative – A two-year project that will 
include radio reporting, online digital video and Face-
book Live events to raise awareness about mental 
illness. The project is designed to overcome the lack of 
understanding that stigmatizes those with the disease, 
and to highlight individuals who are successfully deal-
ing with these issues. The first Facebook Live event 
was held on June 12.  Funding has been provided by 
the Patrick P. Lee Foundation.  

Great American Read – WNED | WBFO is partnering 
with Buffalo and Erie County Public Libraries, Talking 
Leaves Booksellers, and Just Buffalo Literary Center 
for a multifaceted campaign to promote PBS's The 
Great American Read which premieres in May. The 
public will be voting for their favorite book from a list 
of 100 top-loved books.  WNED | WBFO will be 
creating original digital video content to be record-
ed at the main branch of the Buffalo and Erie County 
Library. We’ll also be hosting several Facebook Live 
events to bring the discussion to the community, 
along with a screening event in October. 

Great Lakes Today – A multi-media initiative 
focused on the Great Lakes. WBFO-FM is the lead 
station, and nearly 50 public radio stations and organi-
zations have contributed or distributed reports. More 
than 30 of those reports have run on national shows 
such as Morning Edition and All Things Considered. In 
2018, Great Lakes Today is partnering with American 
Public Media, creator of Marketplace, on a regional 
project about drinking water. Additional funding has 
been provided by the Joy Family Foundation and 
HSBC Bank USA.



Cut The Cord 
Have you “cut the cord” and cancelled your cable? 
If so, an antenna may be right for you.

Although reception capability 
is different for every location 
– be it just down the street, in 
the city, or in the middle of the 
suburbs—we’ve heard from 
members who watch WNED-TV 
with an antenna that they have 
clear reception in both Western 
New York and Southern Ontario.
In fact, it’s possible to have great 
reception via an indoor antenna 
in one location, while having no 
reception on the same channel 
with the same antenna just down 

the street. For our U.S. members, the best resource for your antenna questions is 
https://antennaweb.org/Address. Just enter your zip code and you’ll have access 
to information ranging from what channels you’ll receive, what type of antenna 
you’ll need and the direction the antenna should be pointed in.  

Unfortunately, we have not found a similar website for our Canadian members. 
However, this article regarding cord cutting may contain some of the information 
you’ll need. https://torontosun.com/2015/09/21/cutting-the-cord-4-reasons-to-
consider-using-an-hd-antenna/wcm/1ead21af-193a-4b60-b1c2-4e2e2f995e1f.  
Generally, to receive WNED-TV—which transmits from Grand Island, New 
York—residents of Buffalo and first-ring suburbs should be able to use a good 
amplified indoor antenna. Residents of second-ring suburbs may need to mount 
an antenna higher in their home, such as in the attic or on the second floor. 
Residents further out, including third-ring suburbs and most Canadians living 
beyond St. Catharines, will likely need an outdoor, amplified, roof- or pole-
mounted antenna. There is no over-the-air WNED-TV reception ability in the 
southern tier that stretches beyond the town of Boston.  

While cable is the only service that provides guaranteed access to WNED-TV, if 
you’re looking to cut the cord—and cut your bills—an antenna may be the best 
option to keep watching the programs you love. 

We’ve freshened up our look!

Leadership Giving Program – 
What does that mean?

Leadership donors—like you—are members who are inclined and able to 
make WNED | WBFO a priority in their philanthropy.  Each of you give annual 
membership donations at a level that enrolls you into one of our leadership 
levels of giving.  

While leadership donors only represent 3.3% of our members, your combined 
giving last fiscal year (7/1/2017 – 6/30/2018) was nearly $1.2 million.

On behalf of all of us, thank you for your generosity. Without your passion and 
commitment, WNED | WBFO could not provide the quality programming on 
radio and TV or the community outreach and educational materials that we offer. 

This year, as you plan your philanthropic giving, please consider an increase 
in your donation. You may be eligible to move to the next level in our 
leadership program, and enjoy all the perks that come with it.  

Founder     $300 - $999

Leader     $1,000 - $2,499

Benefactor   $2,500 - $4,999

President      $5,000 - $9,999

Chairman      $10,000+


