
Road	to	Revolution	

Primary	Source	Activity	

This	activity	can	be	used	as	an	extension	to	viewing	Episode	1:	Making	a	Nation	or	independently	from	it.		

National	History	Standards:	

1A:	The	student	understands	the	causes	of	the	American	Revolution.

● Compare	the	arguments	advanced	by	defenders	and	opponents	of	the	new	imperial	policy	on	the	

traditional	rights	of	English	people	and	the	legitimacy	of	asking	the	colonies	to	pay	a	share	of	the	

costs	of	empire

● Analyze	political,	ideological,	religious,	and	economic	origins	of	the	Revolution.	

● Reconstruct	the	chronology	of	the	critical	events	leading	to	the	outbreak	of	armed	conflict	between	

the	American	colonies	and	England.

Common	Core	State	Standards

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1- Cite	specific	textual	evidence	to	support	analysis	of	primary	and	

secondary	sources.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2- Determine	the	central	ideas	or	information	of	a	primary	or	secondary	

source;	provide	an	accurate	summary	of	the	source	distinct	from	prior	knowledge	or	opinions.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4- Determine	the	meaning	of	words	and	phrases	as	they	are	used	in	a	

text,	including	vocabulary	specific	to	domains	related	to	history/social	studies.

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.5- Describe	how	a	text	presents	information	(e.g.,	sequentially,	

comparatively,	causally).

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6- Identify	aspects	of	a	text	that	reveal	an	author's	point	of	view	or	

purpose	(e.g.,	loaded	language,	inclusion	or	avoidance	of	particular	facts).

● CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8- Distinguish	among	fact,	opinion,	and	reasoned	judgment	in	a	text.

Discussion	Questions:	

1. In	these	sources,	how	is	King	George	described	and/or	the	British	described?

2. How	do	these	sources	show	the	political,	economic,	and	ideological	origins	of	the	Revolution?

3. In	Episode	1,	Adams	said	that	Common	Sense	was	the	culmination	of	the	propaganda	war	against	the	

British.	How	did	propaganda	convince	American	colonists	to	join	the	war	effort?

Activity: The	following	4	primary	sources	were	mentioned	throughout	Episode	1:	Making	a	Nation.		By	
analyzing	excerpts	and	portions	of	the	sources,	students	will	have	a	better	understanding	of	critical	

documents	that	led	to	the	outbreak	of	the	American	Revolution.		

Teacher	should	give	the	students	the	4	documents	to	analyze	and	answer	the	questions	on	the	worksheets	

provided.	
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Directions:	Read	the	primary	source	excerpt	and	answer	the	questions	
below.

Source	1:	Letters	from	a	Pennsylvania	Farmer	
1767 Here	then,	my	dear	country	men	ROUSE	yourselves,	

and	behold	the	ruin	hanging	over	your	heads.	If	you	
ONCE	admit,	that	Great-Britain	may	lay	duties	upon	
her	exportations	to	us,	for	the	purpose	of	levying	
money	on	us	only,	she	then	will	have	nothing	to	do,	
but	to	lay	those	duties	on	the	articles	which	she	
prohibits	us	to	manufacture–and	the	tragedy	of	
American	liberty	is	finished.	.	.	.	If	Great-Britain	can	
order	us	to	come	to	her	for	necessaries	we	want,	and	
can	order	us	to	pay	what	taxes	she	pleases	before	we	
take	them	away,	or	when	we	land	them	here,	we	are	
as	abject	slaves	as	France	and	Poland	can	shew	in	
wooden	shoes,	and	with	uncombed	hair.

Letters	from	a	Farmer	in	Pennsylvania:	2	- Teaching	American	History.	
(2019).	Retrieved	from	
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/letter-2-
from-letters-from-a-pennsylvania-farmer/

1. What	does	Dickson	tell	his	Americans	to	do	in	this	excerpt?	

1. In	“Letters	from	a	Pennsylvania	Farmer,”	John	Dickinson	argued	that	Parliament	
did	have	the	right	to	regulate	trade	within	the	British	Empire.		However,	according	
to	this	source,	why	was	Dickinson	now	upset	about	the	new	taxes?

1. How	is	Dickson	arguing	the	American	colonists	are	like slaves?



Directions:	Analyze	the	primary	source	excerpt	and	answer	the	

questions	below.

Source	2:	Paul	Revere’s	Engraving	1770
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1. According	to	this	image,	

is	it	showing	“the	

Boston	Massacre”	or	

“the	Boston	Riot?”		Use	

specific	examples	to	

defend	your	answer.

Boston	Massacre	Historical	Society.	(2019).	Retrieved	from	http://www.bostonmassacre.net/gravure.htm

2.	Why	might	this	engraving	be	considered	Patriot	propaganda?		



Directions:	Read	the	primary	source	excerpt	and	answer	the	questions	
below.

Source	3: Olive	Branch	Petition
October	26,	1774

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. Most Gracious Sovereign, 

We, your majesty's faithful subjects, of the colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 

Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, the counties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex on Delaware, Maryland, 

Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, on behalf of ourselves and the inhabitants of 

these colonies, who have deputed us to represent them in general Congress, entreat your 

Majesty’s gracious attention to this our humble petition.

We ask but for peace, liberty, and safety. Your royal authority over us, and our connection 

with Great Britain, we shall always carefully and zealously endeavor to support and 

maintain...that your majesty, as the loving father of your whole people...We, therefore, 

most earnestly beseech your majesty that your royal authority and interposition may be 

used for our relief, and that a gracious answer may be given to this petition that your 

majesty may enjoy every felicity through a long and glorious reign, over loyal and happy 

subjects, and that your descendants may inherit your prosperity and dominions till time 

shall be no more, is, and always will be, our sincere and fervent prayer.

Olive.html.	(2019).	Retrieved	from	https://www.constitution.org/primarysources/olive.html

1. What	is	the	tone	of	this	letter	to	King	George?		Use	specific	evidence	from	the	text	to	
defend	your	answer.

1. How	might	people	already	in	favor	of	independence	feel	about	this	letter?
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Volumes	have	been	written	on	the	subject	of	the	struggle	between	England	and	America.	
Men	of	all	ranks	have	embarked	in	the	controversy,	from	different	motives,	and	with	various	
designs;	but	all	have	been	ineffectual,	and	the	period	of	debate	is	closed.	Arms,	as	the	last	
resource,	decide	the	contest;	the	appeal	was	the	choice	of	the	king,	and	the	continent	hath	
accepted	the	challenge...The	sun	never	shined	on	a	cause	of	greater	worth.	'Tis	not	the	affair	
of	a	city,	a	country,	a	province,	or	a	kingdom,	but	of	a	continent-- of	at	least	one	eighth	part	of	
the	habitable	globe...	By	referring	the	matter	from	argument	to	arms,	a	new	era	for	politics	is	
struck;	a	new	method	of	thinking	hath	arisen.	

But	Britain	is	the	parent	country,	say	some.	Then	the	more	shame	upon	her	conduct.	Even	
brutes	do	not	devour	their	young,	nor	savages	make	war	upon	their	families...Europe,	and	
not	England,	is	the	parent	country	of	America.	This	new	world	hath	been	the	asylum	for	the	
persecuted	lovers	of	civil	and	religious	liberty	from	every	part	of	Europe.	Hither	have	they	
fled,	not	from	the	tender	embraces	of	the	mother,	but	from	the	cruelty	of	the	monster;	and	it	
is	so	far	true	of	England,	that	the	same	tyranny	which	drove	the	first	emigrants	from	home,	
pursues	their	descendants	still.

Thomas	Paine:	Common	Sense.	(2019).	Retrieved	from	http://www.ushistory.org/paine/commonsense/sense4.htm
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Directions:	Read	the	primary	source	excerpt	and	answer	
the	questions	below.

Source	4:	Common	Sense	by	Thomas	Paine
1776

1. According	to	Thomas	Paine,	what	must	the	American	colonists	do?

1. In	the	Olive	Branch	Petition,	the	Second	Continental	Congress	referred	to	
King	George	as	a	“loving	father.”		How	did	Paine	react	to	this?


