
INVENTING TOMORROW 
THE FUTURE IS BRIGHTER THAN YOU THINK 

 

Meet passionate teenage innovators from around the globe who are creating cutting-edge solutions to confront 

the world’s environmental threats – found right in their own backyards – while navigating the doubts and 

insecurities that mark adolescence. Take a journey with these inspiring teens as they prepare their projects for the 

largest convening of high school scientists in the world, the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF)--a 

program of Society for Science & the Public. 

 

Inventing Tomorrow is a feature-length documentary that premiered on P.O.V. in July 2019 and is now also 

available on Amazon Prime. http://www.pbs.org/pov/watch/inventingtomorrow/  

 

Through a joint effort from POV, PBS Learning Media, World, and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, we are 

providing a two hour Teacher Town Hall event on Monday, March 30 from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. for STEM teachers 

in grades 7 – 12 in Tennessee Tech’s Ray Morris Hall, room 135. Please enter through the STEM Center lobby. This 

free event will feature an Inventing Tomorrow ambassador who will provide a fifteen-minute screening of the 

documentary as well as a presentation on how to use the accompanying curricular materials, free to educators 

through PBSLearningMedia.org. In addition, there will be presentations from WCTE- Cookeville’s Education 

department and from local educators on how to take full advantage of the STEM educational resources available 

through PBS Learning Media. 

 

Each educator will receive:  one (1) DVD of the film along with an educational screening license courtesy of the 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and EITHER six (6) Foldscopes (foldable microscopes, featured in the film’s 

curricular materials) OR one (1) classroom WaterInsights water-testing toolkit (created by a student in the film; 

each kit includes materials for up to 38 students). For counties that have approved this seminar for professional 

development hours, completion certificates will be sent via email following the event. 

 

Seating is limited. You must register through the Eventbrite link provided. In order to collect your professional 

development certificate by email following the event, you must sign in when you arrive.  

 

Note from filmmaker Laura Nix: 
Young people face a daunting environmental crisis, characterized by unprecedented levels of air and water 

pollution, rising sea levels, and mass extinction events. Witnessing youth environmental activism, it’s too easy to sit 

back and say “the young people are amazing and they’re finally going to fix it.” As a culture, we must commit to 

empowering young people with the tools they need to ensure their own survival, and those can be found in a 

focused strategy of employing STEM education to teach the values of and solutions for environmental 

sustainability. After decades of failing to make change, it’s the least we can do for the next generation. –LN 

 

For more information, please contact Misty Stewart. 

Education & Engagement Coordinator, WCTE  

Office:  931-528-2222, ext. 213 

Email:  mbrown@wcte.org 

http://www.pbs.org/pov/watch/inventingtomorrow/
https://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/7e5881f0-5827-4643-be6f-c4acaf1325ad/inventing-tomorrow-curriculum/

