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Secrets of the Code Talkers

Elementary
1 Class Period

Program Segment
* Image of Native Americans and Stereotypes
(approximately 18 %2 minutes)
Objectives
Students will be able to:
* Understand the role of the code talker
during World War II.

* Discover how a Native language served as

an unbreakable “secret” code and weapon against the enemies.

Instructional Resources

* The Warrior Tradition
Code Talkers Worksheet
Code Talkers Key
* Poster paper

Sticky notes
Exit Ticket

Procedures
1. The teacher will begin by telling the students:
“I have a secret message about today’s lesson. You will use the key to decode the secret
message. When you have solved the message please stand by your desk. Remember it’s
a secret, so don't tell what it is until | call on someone.”
The teacher will distribute the Code Talkers Worksheet and read the directions aloud with
the students to check for understanding of the task.
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. When all students have completed the Worksheet, the teacher will split the class into
3-4 groups and explain the next task:
“I will give each group different color sticky notes. We will watch a segment from the
program The Warrior Tradition. You will write notes about what a Code Talker did during
World War Il - one idea per sticky note. After we finish watching the segment, | will call you
up by groups to place your sticky notes on the board.”
4. The teacher will read aloud what the students captured on the sticky notes.
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5. The teacher will fill in any missing information for the students about the Code Talkers'role
during World War II.
6. The teacher will explain:
“At the end of class today you will complete an exit ticket. You will list 3 things you learned
about Code Talkers from today’s lesson. List one thing you didn’t understand. List anything
you would like to know more about.”

Assessment Tasks
* Students will turn in a Code Talkers Worksheet.
* Groups of students will participate in the sticky note activity.
e Students will turn in an exit ticket.

Extension Activities (optional)
* Students can write a coded message of their own.
e Students can further explore the items from their exit tickets:
= List one thing you didn't understand.
= List anything you would like to know more about.
* Have students select one of the following “Did You Know” topics to explore more on their
own and write a few paragraphs on what they discover:
= Did you know other tribes were also Code Talkers during WWII?
= https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/archive/sioux-code-talkers-to-be-
honored-c9YabGCUI021tMKUG;j918Q/
= https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/american-indian-code-talkers
= Did you know The Navajo Code Talkers developed their own code dictionary? This
dictionary was kept secret for many years and was only made public in 1968.

https://americanindian.si.edu/education/codetalkers/html/chapter4.html

Did you know Navajo and other Native languages are still spoken today?

https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/archive/7-most-popular-native-
american-languages-in-u-s-F8_vHNtMYEGWyW2PmOO1RA/

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies —- Thematic Strands
1. Culture
5. Individuals, Groups & Institutions
9. Global Connections

Made possible by a major grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting: A private corporation funded by
the American People with additional funding by The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations, Independent Health and
Arizona Humanities.

The Warrior Tradition is a co-production of WNED-TV, Buffalo/Toronto and Florentine Films/Hott Productions, Inc.
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Code Talkers Worksheet

Directions: Using the key below, fill in the boxes below to reveal the secret code
for today’s lesson. When you think you have it stand by your desk.

20 15 4 1 25 23 5 1 18 |5

19 20 21 |4 25

3 15 4 5 20 |1 12 |11 |5 18 |19
A=1 B=2 C=3 D=4 E=5 F=6 G=7
H=8 1=9 J=10 K=11 L=12 M=13
N=14 O0=15 P=16 Q=17 R=18 S=19

T=20 U=21 V=22 W=23 X=24 Y=25 Z=26
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Code Talkers Worksheet

Key
20 15 4 1 25 23 5 1 18
T o D A Y w E A R E
7 15 9 14 7 20 15

19 20 (21 (4 25

A=1 B=2 (C=3 D=4 E=5 F=6 G=7

H=8 1=9 J=10 K=11 L=12 M=13

N=14 O=15 P=16 Q=17 R=18 S=19

T=20 U=21 V=22 W=23 X=24 Y=25 Z=26
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EXIT TICKET

List 3 things you learned about the Code Talkers.

1.

What is one thing you did not understand?

What is one thing you want to know more about?



