
KCPT TIPS FOR INTERVIEWS AND VIDEO PRODUCTION

TOP 5 TIPS FOR GREAT INTERVIEWS:
1. Research! To ask good questions, you’ll need to know a little about the person you are interviewing and   
 their experiences. Determine interview topics by speaking with your interviewee in advance. Then, find   
 trustworthy sources and study up!

2. Write questions in advance! Prepare a list of open-ended questions based on your research and    
 conversation with the person you are interviewing. Cover the basics: who, what, where, when, why    
 and how. Stay away from questions with “yes” or “no” responses.

3. Be organized! Confirm the date and time of your interview, and provide the interviewee with the release   
 form and a list of potential questions in advance. Arrive early and troubleshoot your recording equipment   
 before your interviewee arrives.

4. Show interest! When communicating with your subject, be polite, pay attention, make eye contact,    
 be conversational, don’t interrupt and, most importantly …

5. Listen! This may be your only chance to record your subject’s story. Listen as the interviewee speaks,   
 and ask follow-up questions to help you better understand their story. Don’t worry if these questions   
 aren’t on your list! Good interviewers improvise!

TOP 5 TIPS FOR MAKING GREAT INTERVIEW VIDEOS:
1. Use a tripod. Don’t have access to a tripod? Find a way to steady your camera. 

2. Set the scene. Whether you prefer a plain backdrop or one that visually connects to your theme, you’ll   
 want a space that is quiet, well lit, spacious enough for your equipment, comfortable for your subject   
 and looks good on camera.

3. Check your lighting. You should be able to see your subject’s face. If shadows are blocking his/her face, try   
 changing your angle or adding additional light.

4. Frame your shot. In interviews, the most-used shots are close-ups (head and shoulders) and medium   
 (waist up) shots. To add visual interest, remember the rule of thirds (see below)! Once you start recording,   
 make sure to check your frame throughout the interview. If your subject moves, you may need to    
 adjust your camera.

5. Listen! How does your audio sound? If you have an external microphone, use it. Don’t have a mic? Make   
 sure the subject is speaking directly into the mic on your camera. Remember to listen to the audio    
 throughout the interview. Hear a noise in the background? It’s OK to ask your interviewee to start over or   
 repeat an answer.

THE RULE OF THIRDS

As a guide, divide your shot into 
thirds horizontally and vertically.

When framing a shot, aim for 
the subject or elements to fall 

on those guide lines, ideally 
where lines intersect.

Using the rule of thirds helps
 create an interesting composition.
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