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The Winners

KINDERGARTEN
1st Place: “Discover the Ocean” by Ryland
	 	Brookfield	School	

2nd Place: “I Wonder” by Olivia
	 	Alyce	Taylor	Elementary	School	

3rd Place:  “Sea Otters Curiosity” by Jazmin
	 Nancy	Gomes	Elementary	School

FIRST GRADE
1st Place:  “The Happy Apple Seed” by Anugya
   

2nd Place:  “The Day in the Life as an Elephant” by Talia
	 	Minden	Elementary	School	

3rd Place:  “Curious About Life” by Cheyenne
	 	Spanish	Springs	Elementary	School

SECOND GRADE
1st Place:  “The Great Attack of the Shoe” by Ingrid
	 	Caughlin	Ranch	Elementary	School

2nd Place:  “Why Fireflies Glow” by Hailey
	 	Alyce	Taylor	Elementary	School

3rd Place:  “How Do People Build Famous Buildings?” by Ocha
	 	George	Westergard	Elementary	School

THIRD GRADE
1st Place:  “The Curious Arctic Adventure” by Alejandra
	 	Smithridge	STEM	Academy

2nd Place:  “My Curiosity about Black Holes” by Marlie
	 	Nancy	Gomes	Elementary	School	

3rd Place:  “Camping in Montana” by Jaxon
	 	Spring	Creek	Elementary	School
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PBS	member	station,	PBS	Reno,	serving	northern	
Nevada	and	northeastern	California,	is	proud	to	
take	part	in	the	PBS	KIDS	Writers	Contest.	

Few	things	can	capture	a	child’s	imagination	like	a	good	
book.	PBS	KIDS	Reno	Writers	Contest	invites	children,	
kindergarten	through	third	grade,	in	communities	across	
our	area	to		use	their	boundless	imaginations	to	create 
original	stories		and	illustrations	and	then	submit	them
to	their	local	PBS	station.	This	year,	thousands	of	children	
from	across	northern	Nevada	and	northeastern	California	
participated	in	the	PBS	KIDS	Reno	Writers	Contest,	
building	their	creative	voices,	and	developing	critical	
reading	and	writing	skills.	

Visit	our	website	at	pbsreno.org/writerscontest  
to	find	out	more	about	the	contest,	read	the	winning	
stories	and	watch	the	winners	announce	their	stories.
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THIRD GRADE: 2nd Place

“My Curiosity about 
Black Holes”  

by Marlie
Nancy Gomes Elementary School
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Some days I like to stare 
into the sky and wonder
about space. As I think 

about space, I worry about 
whether a black hole will come.
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I am curious about this topic 
because my babysitter once 
showed me something on 

Facebook about black holes. 
I think they are very scary.
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The pictures showed 
a ginormous black that looked 
like it could swallow the Earth.  

My sister also told me that there 
was a galaxy next 

to ours called
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Andromeda that had a  
black hole in the middle of it.  

That sounded scary so I decided 
to do some research.
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I grabbed my book about stars 
and quickly turned to the page 
that tells me about black holes. 

I freaked out when I saw  
the picture of a black hole  

and I forcibly
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shut my book. I thought about 
it for a second and then opened 

my book back up and started 
looking for information. 

 I saw that black holes can 
be bigger than
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a classroom and the University 
of Reno campus combined!  

That was when I freaked  
out because that is big!

I discovered that black holes 
are very dangerous and 
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very dark. I also discovered
that a black hole starts out 

as a dead star or sun. 
Black holes are like tornadoes, 
but when they suck stuff up, 

nothing comes out. 
Black holes are also very big 

and extremely powerful.
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Since I found the answer to my 
questions about black holes, 

I am now thinking about white 
holes. I think there are white 
holes because they would be 
the opposite of black holes. 

If this is true, then white holes 
might spit objects out instead of 
sucking them in. I think it would 

be more interesting to learn 
more about holes in space.


