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MPT to air Baker Artist Awards Special on October 9 

 Awards show offers viewers an insider’s view of the region’s dynamic arts community  

OWINGS MILLS, MD – Maryland Public Television (MPT) will present the 2020 Baker Artist Awards 
Special Friday, October 9, at 7:30 p.m. on MPT-HD. The annual broadcast profiles outstanding regional 
artists representing six disciplines: visual arts, film and video, performance, interdisciplinary, music, 
and literary arts.  
 

This year’s Baker Artist Awards Special host, Wendel Patrick, brings a 
dynamic and contemporary flair to the production. A classical, jazz, 
hip-hop musician/composer, Patrick is also a 2015 Baker Artist Award 
honoree and assistant professor at The Peabody Music Conservatory.  
 
The Baker Artist Portfolio website and associated awards were 
established by the William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund and are a 
program of the Greater Baltimore Cultural Alliance.   
 
This year the Baker Artist Awards prizes for honorees total $90,000. An 
exemplary artist from each of the six disciplines is awarded a $10,000 
Mary Sawyers Baker Prize. From these honorees, one artist is selected 
to receive the Mary Sawyers Imboden Prize, an additional $30,000 
award intended to be transformational to the life and career of the 
recipient. Since it was established, the fund has awarded more than    

              Host Wendel Patrick               one million dollars to area artists. 
 
According to Jeannie L. Howe, executive director of the Greater Baltimore Cultural Alliance, the Baker 
Artist Awards Special and award prizes are especially welcome at this time, since artists have been 
among those hardest hit by the economic slowdown and social distancing due to the pandemic.  
“Many performances have been cancelled and gatherings restricted during the past six months,” notes 
Howe. “These awards give significant financial, emotional, and promotional support to artists selected 
for their outstanding originality.”   
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Encore broadcasts of the Baker Artist Awards Special will be offered Saturday, October 10 at 8 p.m. on 
MPT2/Create and Sunday, October 11 at 6:30 a.m. and Sunday, October 25 at 3 p.m. on MPT-HD. 
 

# # # 

About Maryland Public Television 

Maryland Public Television (MPT) is a statewide, public-supported TV network and Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) 

affiliate, offering entertaining, informative, educational, and inspiring content delivered by traditional broadcasting 

and streaming on TVs, computers, and mobile devices. A state agency, it operates under the auspices of the Maryland 

Public Broadcasting Commission. MPT creates and distributes local, regional, and national content and is a frequent 

winner of regional Emmy® Awards.  MPT’s commitment to educators, parents, caregivers, and learners of all ages is 

delivered through instructional events and Thinkport.org. MPT’s year-round community engagement activities 

connect viewers with resources on a wide range of topics.  For more information visit mpt.org. 
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