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MontanaPBS Set to Release Trailer for The Last Artifact on World Metrology Day 

(Bozeman, Montana, USA – May 18, 2018) – In celebration of World Metrology Day, 

MontanaPBS will release the trailer for The Last Artifact, a new feature-length 

documentary about the international race to redefine the standard for the kilogram and 

reboot the international measurement system.   

World Metrology Day is an annual celebration of the signature of the Metre Convention 

between seventeen nations on May 20, 1875, which set the framework for international 

collaboration on the science of measurement and its modern applications in business, 

industry, and commerce.  

The Last Artifact will document the work going on behind the scenes to modernize the 

measurement system upon which all of modern life depends.  Since the French 

Revolution, the way we weigh the world has been based on a small metallic cylinder 

about the diameter of golf ball, located just outside of Paris inside a high-tech vault.  

Encased within three vacuum-sealed bell jars, it may not look like much, but it is one of 

the most important objects on the planet.  It affects every aspect of our lives from the 

moment we are born, to the food we eat, the cars we drive, and the medicines we take. 

This object has helped send men to the moon, and satellites into space.  It is an object 

unlike any other, the last of its kind. It is a literal constant in an ever-changing world, and 

the weight by which all others are measured.  



But, in 2018 all this will change. This remarkable object will be resigned to history. It 

will be redefined.  The Last Artifact tells the story about how this artifact came to be, how 

it came to pass, and what the future holds. 

Montana State University, in collaboration with MontanaPBS, received a $500,000 grant 

from the National Institute of Standards and Technology to support the making of the 

film.  The Last Artifact is being co-produced and directed by Emmy Award-winning 

filmmakers Jaime Jacobsen and Ed Watkins, both of whom are graduates of Montana 

State University’s Master of Fine Arts program in Science and Natural History 

Filmmaking.  

The film’s production team is composed of an array of MSU film graduates, including 

Rick Smith, Director of Photography; Parker Brown, Sound; and Stefanie Watkins, 

Editor.  In addition, MSU graduate and MontanaPBS’ Director of Production Scott 

Sterling will serve as the film’s Colorist and Online Editor; and Aaron Pruitt, another 

MSU graduate who is the interim Director and General Manager at MontanaPBS, will 

serve as the film’s Executive Producer. 

Jacobsen, Watkins, and team are spending two years following teams of scientists from 

around the world as they seek to establish a new definition, weaving together a tale of 

historical ingenuity, international competition, and dogged determination.  “If past 

experience is any judge, the implications for the future will be compelling. The last big 

revision in the definition of just one measurement unit, time, enabled the development of 

GPS, the Internet, and interstellar navigation,” said Watkins.  

Filming will culminate at the General Conference on Weights and Measures at the Palace 

of Versailles in France in November 2018, when delegates vote to redefine the weight of 

the world.  “It will be a momentous moment not just for an unsung band of scientists, but 

for the entire world – which will be the better for it in ways we have yet to imagine,” said 

Jacobsen. 



The Last Artifact is slated for international release in 2019.  The film’s distribution plan 

includes national broadcast on public television and release on secondary platforms 

including cable, satellite, HD, VOD, mobile and educational forums. 

### 

To view the film trailer and for more information, please visit: 

http://www.thelastartifactfilm.com  

About KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS:  Quality television has the power to elevate our 

understanding of the world, encourage respect for one another, and influence our lives in 

a positive way. MontanaPBS believes in sharing diverse stories; connecting our citizens; 

discovering common ground; and celebrating the independent spirit and beauty of 

Montana.   

 

KUSM-TV is a service of Montana State University in Bozeman. 
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