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Members and Friends of MontanaPBS,

We were thrilled to see so many of you in 2017. From our 
library tour with Clifford the Big Red Dog to previews of 
the popular documentary “C.M. Russell and the American 
West,” we met nearly 5,000 of you across the state. 

Many viewers enjoyed our local programs this year. “The 
Violin Alone” showed the power of artistic collaboration 
and music in a stunningly beautiful documentary. “The 
Rundown with Beth Saboe” kept us up-to-date on the 2017 
Montana Legislature and other statewide issues. “Backroads 
of Montana” continued to tell stories of the great people, 
amazing places and exciting events happening across our state. 
Look for new programs like “The Bozeman Trail” and “Montana 
Mavericks” in the year ahead. 

MontanaPBS strives to be the best. “The Rundown with Beth Saboe,” 
“11th & Grant,” “Backroads of Montana” and “The Violin Alone” received 
regional and statewide awards and recognition in 2017.

Changes come each year. Our biggest change was the departure of our 
Bozeman general manager Eric Hyyppa who became the CEO of the National 
Educational Television Association in South Carolina. Aaron Pruitt has taken 
the reins as interim general manager while other staff members, Paul Heitt-
Rennie, Keith Jacoby and Scott Sterling, have taken on additional responsibilities. 

We’ve added on this year too. Thanks to a PBS grant, Nikki Vradenburg, our new 
Teacher Ambassador, studies how technology is changing classroom instruction and helps teachers 
integrate PBS resources in their classrooms. In addition, our director of educational services, Chris 
Seifert, is writing curriculum and expanding our online Learning Media resources. 

MontanaPBS now operates the state’s legislative channel TVMT and hired K’Lynn Sloan-Harris to lead 
our efforts in Helena. We’ve added a new digital content and marketing manager, Laura Dick, to better 
inform you of the programs and services MontanaPBS provides.

Support from viewers like you continues to grow, and increased sustaining memberships are providing 
reliable monthly support that allows MontanaPBS to focus our resources on programming and 
services.  The new online video streaming service, MontanaPBS Passport, provides our members 
access to entire seasons of great PBS programs. Through the leadership and generosity of Arne and 
Steffi Siegel, the MontanaPBS Endowment matched gifts up to $100,000 from donors across the 
state. Our statewide Friends of MontanaPBS board personally supports and advocates on behalf of 
MontanaPBS at both a national and local level. 

This past year MontanaPBS lost one of our founders.  We remember Marilyn Wessel for her leadership 
role in the launch of KUSM-TV in 1983, for her devotion to great journalism, and her hosting and 
producing many programs in our first decade on-the-air.

Our family works so hard to make sure your family can enjoy the great variety of MontanaPBS 
channels and programming every day. We know you’ll continue to watch, enjoy and support us this 
year. Thanks for your trust in MontanaPBS.

Aaron Pruitt
Interim Director and 

General Manager KUSM-TV

Ray Ekness
General Manager KUFM-TV and the 
Broadcast Media Center

Management Letter

On the cover: “Montana AgLive” • “11th & Grant” Dave Walther, photo credit: Tim Siller • “A Timelss Legacy” 
Elsa Jemne painting Mrs. Curley Bear. T.J. Hileman, photographer. Pac 90-74, Montana Historical Society 
Research Center Photograph Archives, Helena, Montana, photo redit: T.J. Hileman • “Nature Cat” © 2015 Spiffy 
Entertainment, LLC.

Ray Ekness, photo: Tommy Martino, Missoulian • Aaron Pruitt, photo: Kelly Gorham, MSU Communications
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Financials

FY 2017 
Revenue by Source

FY 2017 
Expense by Function

Total: $5.8M

Total: $6.6M

MontanaPBS Statement of Activities
Fiscal Year (FY) 2017

Federal: $1.3M

Local: $2M

University: $2.5M

Programming & 
Production: $2.8M

Management:  
$1.1M

Development: 
$0.6M

Broadcasting: $2.1M

OPERATING REVENUES
Sales and services ...................................................................................$40,719
Contract production  ...............................................................................164,266
Broadband lease ........................................................................................55,675
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES................................................. $260,660 

OPERATING EXPENSES
Broadcasting ........................................................................................$2,139,543
Programming and production ...........................................................2,499,013
Program information and promotion .................................................349,053
Management and general  ................................................................... 1,027,551
Fundraising and membership development ........................................570,151
Solicitation and underwriting ................................................................46,264

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES ...............................................$6,631,575

OPERATING POSITION ........................................................ (6,370,915)

NON-OPERATING REVENUES
Grants from CPB  ................................................................................  1,226,404
Grants from state agencies  ...................................................................56,608
Grants from public broadcasting entities  .....................................................0
Federal grants and contracts ............................................................... 104,064
State and local grants and contracts .....................................................10,223
Nongovernmental grants and contracts ............................................ 106,392
Support from the Montana University System

Appropriations for operations ........................................................1,461,693
Donated and indirect ...................................................................... 1,063,966

Contributions from Friends used for operations .......................... 1,520,040
In-kind underwriting contributions  .......................................................32,017
PBS royalties  ................................................................................................6,573
Production underwriting .........................................................................243,331
Program underwriting ..............................................................................57,409
Other contributions ................................................................................... 21,054
Other revenue  ...........................................................................................25,223

TOTAL NONOPERATING REVENUES ....................................$5,839,246

OTHER REVENUES, EXPENSES, GAINS AND LOSSES
Interest expense  .......................................................................................... (681)
Investment income, net  ............................................................................... 4,171
TOTAL OTHER REVENUES, EXPENSES, GAINS & LOSSES ........$3,490

NET POSITION Beginning of Year ..............................$1,763,020
CHANGE IN NET POSITION ..................................(528,179) 
NET POSITION End of Year ........................................$1,234,841 

An electronic copy of full financial data is available online at 
montanapbs.org/AnnualReports
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READY JET GO. 
Courtesy of Wind 

Dancer Films

MontanaPBS LearningMedia
PBS LearningMedia, a partnership of PBS and WGBH Educational Foundation, is a media-on-demand 
service offering educators access to the best of public media and research-based, classroom-ready 
digital learning resources. This service is designed to engage students around standards-aligned 
curriculum concepts. We continue to produce materials for Montana teachers to use in their 
classrooms using the PBS LearningMedia platform (montana.pbslearningmedia.org):

• Partnering with the College of Agriculture at MSU, we produced a lesson about alternative 
cropping in fallow strips funded by the Montana Rural Economic Development Initiative.  

• We partnered with Montana Shakespeare in the Parks to teach about Hamlet. 

• We developed lessons about seamount (you may have to look that one up just to see what we are 
talking about!) from the Hannibal Expedition/Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.  

Learn
in Montana’s Largest Classroom

Courtesy of Splash and Bubbles™ and 
© 2016 The Jim Henson Company. 

© Herschend Enterprises.
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• A full set of lessons were created based on the HADES Expedition, which centered on the 
ecosystem of the deep sea. 

• In 2015, the Ocean Cleanup organization determined the extent of plastic pollution in the North 
Atlantic Gyre and we built lessons based on that effort.

• Beth Saboe produced a terrific episode of “The Rundown” about aquatic invasive species, especially 
the quagga and zebra mussels, and we translated part of it into a lesson about microscopy.

• We can only take partial credit for the Montana version of a PBS series called Great States, but 
approximately 50 lessons geared to 4th graders covering the culture, government, history, 
geography and people of the Treasure State and most of the accompanying video footage were 
derived from MontanaPBS resources.

• Teachers have access to more than 100,000 curriculum-aligned digital resources from over 200 
trusted media partners.

• 1.3 million educators have registered for access to PBS LearningMedia and the service draws an 
average of nearly 600,000 users per month. (Google Analytics, 7/2017–9/2017)

Montana Small Schools Alliance workshops
In the spring we took MontanaPBS LearningMedia resources on the road to provide professional 
development opportunities for rural teachers courtesy of the Montana Small Schools Alliance. With a social 
studies theme, we invited our partners at the Montana Historical Society to learn about MHS travelling 
trunks, their CMR collection and a pre-Lewis & Clark exhibit titled “Neither Empty Nor Unknown.”

Teacher Community Program
We hired a stellar teacher to help us coduct research on how digital media teaching is influencing the 
classroom, especially in rural areas. Nikki Vradenburg is collaborating with three school districts to 
determine how the teaching profession has changed and what to consider when facing our ever-changing 
digital environment.

PBS Digital Innovator
We were well represented by Amy Leffler of Billings, who was named our PBS Digital Innovator for this year.  
Amy teaches technology to middle schoolers and inspires all of us with her commitment to the teaching 
profession. She also wants to develop maker spaces for sick children to use while in Montana hospitals. We 
hope to tell you more about this statewide effort in the coming months.

STEM Camp for Middle School Girls
With the support of a wonderful donor, we were able to provide a week-long summer camp for 13 middle 
school girls at the Montana Learning Center at Canyon Ferry. In October teachers enjoyed a NASA themed 
weekend learning about rockets, weather balloons, flight and robotics.

Billings Storytelling Partnership
Our 2017 Billings Storytelling Partnership project included Billings West students and the Western Heritage 
Center and resulted in a delightful Heritage Center exhibit  about protest music through the last one 
hundred years. Students were fascinated that some of the songs they researched from decades ago address 
the same issues we face today.

Rural Library Tour with Clifford
We took Clifford the Big Red Dog with us to seventeen rural libraries this summer to support the summer 
theme of building communities. Hundreds of kids from Sidney to Whitefish built structures with magnetic tiles, 
art masterpieces with cardboard tiles, houses with paper bags, bridges with craft sticks and binder clips and 
towers with red Solo cups. The libraries were terrific hosts and the smiles on those little faces were priceless.

PBS Kids is the #1 educational 
media brand for children.
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Explore
Explore Your World
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The Vietnam War 
In an immersive narrative, Ken Burns and Lynn Novick tell the epic story of the Vietnam War as it 
has never before been told on film. “The Vietnam War” features testimony from nearly 80 witnesses, 
including many Americans who fought in the war and others who opposed it, as well as Vietnamese 
combatants and civilians from both the winning and losing sides.

New Yorkers demonstrate in support of the Vietnam War, 1970. Courtesy of Burt Glinn/Magnum Photos.

Frontline “President Trump, Divided States of America” and 
“Trump’s Road to the White House”
Totaling six hours, this unprecedented series of documentaries chronicles Trump’s rise, tells the inside 
story of his campaign, and explores the roots of the division and polarization in Washington that 
frustrated the Obama presidency and laid the groundwork for the election of a defiant outsider.

Courtesy of REUTERS/Eric Thayer.

Spy in the Wild
In the most innovative production Nature has ever presented, this five-part series employs more 
than 30 animatronic spy cameras disguised as animals to secretly record behavior in the wild. These 

“spycams” reveal animals as having emotions and behavior similar to humans: specifically, a capacity 
to love, grieve, deceive and invent.

The spy creatures in the studio. Courtesy of Stephen J. Downer/ © John Downer Productions.

City in the Sky
At any given moment, more than one million people are traveling by airplane, in 100,000 daily flights 
moving 30,000 feet above the Earth. This airborne metropolis and the armies of professionals needed 
to make it all work are captured in “City in the Sky,” a three-part documentary series co-produced with 
BBC. From hidden cities of luggage below ground to the steady hands guiding flights around the globe, 

“City in the Sky,” goes behind the scenes with rare access to uncover the invisible global networks and 
complex logistics that have allowed air travel to soar to new heights.

GFX image of planes taking off from Dubai International Airport. Courtesy of BBC.

PBS is the 6th most-watched network 
among all broadcast and cable.

Nielsen NPower, 9/19/2016–9/24/2017

Each week, MontanaPBS is watched by 
more than 250,000 Montanans.

Nielsen Media Research cumulative audience data

http://www.montanapbs.org/home/
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American Experience “Ruby Ridge”
Before the occupation of the refuge in Oregon, before the siege at Waco, before Oklahoma City, there 
was Ruby Ridge. Twenty-five years later, the same question remains: How could this have happened? 

“‘Ruby Ridge’ explores the longstanding debate over individual rights and the responsibilities of 
government,” said Mark Samels, Executive Producer of American Experience. “What is the relationship 
between a citizen and the government? When does the government perceive a threat, and when do 
they overreach? What are the limits of personal freedom? These fundamental questions are at the 
heart of the events that happened at Ruby Ridge and are still being asked today.”

U.S. Marshal at roadblock down the mountain from the Weaver cabin. Courtesy of Dave Hunt.

Independent Lens
Chasing Trane: The John Coltrane Documentary

Chasing Trane is about an outside-the-box thinker whose boundary-shattering music continues to 
impact and influence people around the world. This portrait of a remarkable jazz artist reveals the 
critical events, passions, experiences and challenges that shaped the life of John Coltrane and his 
revolutionary sounds. 

John Coltrane during the recording of “Blue Train.” Courtesy of Francis Wolff.

NOVA “Poisoned Water”
Water. Turn on the faucet and it’s always there. Without it we perish. But how safe is our tap water? In 
this special report, NOVA investigates what happened in Flint, Michigan, when local officials changed 
the city’s water source to save money, but overlooked a critical treatment process. As the water pipes 
corroded, lead leached into the system, exposing the community—including thousands of children—to 
dangerous levels of poison. 

A damaged pipe excavated from a Flint residence. Courtesy of Caitlin Saks/WGBH.

POV 
Last Men in Aleppo

After five years of war in Syria, the remaining citizens of Aleppo are readying themselves for a siege. 
Through the volunteers known as the White Helmets, experience firsthand the daily struggle for sanity 
in a country at war.

Courtesy of AMC 2017.

Tribal Justice

Follow two American Indian judges who reach back to traditional concepts of justice in order to reduce 
incarceration rates, foster greater safety for their communities and create a more positive future for 
their youth.

Over the course of one year, 79% of all U.S. television 
households - and nearly 200 million people - watch 
PBS. The demographic breakdown of PBS’ full-day audience 
reflects the overall U.S. population with respect to race/
ethnicity, education and income.
Nielsen NPower, 9/19/2016–9/24/2017

http://www.montanapbs.org/home/
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C. M. Russell and the American West
Charles M. Russell is an unjustly overshadowed American artist. Contemporaries like Remington and 
Winslow Homer are more celebrated. This film is a significant effort in finally giving Russell his just 
due, and placing him, and his very personal and unique version of Western Art, accurately in the canon 
of great American artists.

Beyond that, Russell is a significant historical figure, essentially giving us a substantial look at what 
the 19th century and the end of the open range frontier, was like. The documentary examines Russell’s 
arrival in Montana as a youth, his apprenticeship and work as a cowboy on the open range, and his 
self-taught, almost explosive growth into an iconic American artist who affected generations. 

Charlie Russell. Courtesy of the Gilcrease Museum.

Backroads of Montana
A Stone’s Throw from Anywhere

In this episode, curlers slide into Havre for the annual bonspiel 
where we follow a team from the small north central town of 
Rudyard as they compete in one of the oldest team sports 
known to man. Backroads highlights two young rodeo stars-in-
the-making from Worden at the Little Britches Rodeo in Laurel. 
Hot Spring’s Troy DeRoche first began playing his Native American flutes as a way to sell them. But 
it’s his music that has taken him around the world. And along a secondary road, we’ll explore the 
subtleties of “the old fashioned country hello.” At the monthly square dance in Plains, Backroads of 
Montana host William Marcus tries his hand at the do-si-do and dance calling.

Yellowstone in Four Seasons
Yellowstone National Park is a living, breathing, magical place that speaks volumes, if only we stop 
long enough to truly listen. Yellowstone has four seasons that can change at any time. Summer is for 
eating, Fall is for mating, Winter is for surviving and Spring is for re-birth. Regardless of the season 
in Yellowstone, one thing is for certain. There is plenty to marvel at, to absorb, to take in. But the vast 
common ground of any visit to Yellowstone is this: Mother Nature has worked millions of years to 
sculpt this grand treasure, and her finest work is on display for us all to appreciate and enjoy. 

Bison Cow Frost. Courtesy of Tom Murphy

A Timeless Legacy: Women Artists of Glacier National Park
In 1928 one would not expect to find a woman artist with an easel and forty-five pound pack on her back 
hiking alone through the spring snow of Glacier National Park to paint. But, for almost a century women 
have been coming to one of the most ruggedly beautiful and culturally rich locations in Montana to 
capture the majesty of the landscape. “A Timeless Legacy: Women Artists of Glacier National Park” shines 
a light on the untold story of these early artistic pioneers, along with four of their contemporary sisters, 
who share the common drive to commune with and observe nature, then paint it from their hearts. 

Inspiration, Van Slyck in Glacier Park, April 1929. Pac 93-28, Montana Historical Society Research Center 
Photographic Archives, Helena, Montana. Courtesy of Van Slyck.

Montana AG Live
A regular call-in information program dealing with agricultural and gardening issues in Montana. 
Presented by MontanaPBS in association with Montana State University, this program invites experts 
onto the panel to discuss everything from pesticide use, and large-scale agricultural techniques to 
backyard gardening questions and even which mushroom to pick in the woods.

Montana Ag live production. MSU photo by Kelly Gorham.

http://www.montanapbs.org/home/


montanapbs.org12

The Rundown with Beth Saboe

News and public affairs producer, Beth Saboe, hosts this series providing in-depth coverage 
of issues that matter to Montanans. Going beyond the headlines, Saboe explores a wide range of topics 
including politics, social and legal trends, business and the environment.

In the 2017 Legislature

Every other year, Montana state lawmakers convene for 90 days in Helena to discuss changes to our laws 
on taxes, healthcare, the environment, business and much more. Each week we looked at the important 
issues being debated in the Legislature and explained how they could impact Montanans from Superior to 
Sidney. With insightful reporting and one-on-one interviews, this program helped viewers understand the 
legislative process and how they were being represented by elected officials.

The Enemy on Our Shores

In 2016, one of the most devastating invasive species in the world was detected in a handful of Montana 
waterbodies for the first time. The evidence of non-native mussel larvae in Tiber and Canyon Ferry 
reservoirs prompted a statewide emergency response as stakeholders rushed to combat the aquatic 
enemy. Invasive zebra and quagga mussels, which are native to eastern Europe, have already wreaked 
havoc on the Great Lakes and spread throughout the majority of the U.S., except for Wyoming, Idaho, 
Washington and Oregon. The tiny invasive species can inflict colossal destruction and scientists and 
lawmakers agree that an infestation of zebra or quagga mussels is the single greatest threat to Montana’s 
lakes and rivers. 

A plastic pipe encrusted in quagga mussels from Lake Mead, Nevada sits on display at the /Flathead Lake Biological 
Station. Photo: Beth Saboe

Patients in Waiting

Montana is ailing from a chronic shortage of doctors and mental health providers. In such a rural state, the 
lack of physicians means patients must often drive hundreds of miles for medical care. What’s being done 
to recruit and keep more doctors in rural areas?

MontanaPBS Coverage: State of the State Address: January 2017: 
Governor Steve Bullock
MontanaPBS provided live coverage and analysis of Governor Steve Bullock’s State of the State Address. 
This speech, delivered before the joint chambers of the Montana Legislature, came at the beginning of 
the Governor’s second term. The live coverage included a response from the Montana Republican Party, 
interviews with lawmakers and analysis.

Vacancy in the House
The race for Montana’s vacant US house seat was short and fierce. Flathead musician Rob Quist and 
Bozeman businessman Greg Gianforte had less than three months to get to know voters. And voters had 
many questions. Where did Democrat Rob Quist and Republican Greg Gianforte really stand on health care, 
public lands, public schools, social security, guns and veterans? What life experiences shaped their ethics 
and their politics? “Vacancy in the House” examined these questions.  

Rob Quist and Greg Gianforte being interviewed by Anna Rau. Photos: Daniel Dauterive

http://www.montanapbs.org/home/
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Montana’s Own Stories

PBS is #1 
in public trust 

compared to any 
other television 

news source.
Survey Sampling International (SSI), Jan. 2016
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11th & Grant with Eric Funk
The Emmy® award winning “11th & Grant” series continued its 12th season offering Montana viewers 
a musical mix of American Folk, soul, blues, jazz and original movie scores. The series celebrates the 
remarkable musicians and composers that live right here in Montana. This year our viewers were 
treated to Bozeman-based Dave Walther & The Dusty Pockets, traversing terrain where blues and soul 
intersect with traditional folk, a sound that is both urbane and earthy. Also this season, acclaimed 
singer & songwriter Chris Cunningham showcased his original, modern folk tunes, with Mike Parsons 
on fiddle and steel guitar, Tom Murphy on mandolin, and Russell Smith on acoustic bass. Next, the 
Legendary Grammy and Oscar winning film composer Dave Grusin performed selections from his vast 
library of original scores and time-honored jazz tunes. 

“11th & Grant” is the premiere broadcast outlet for music performance in the state, reinforced by the long 
waiting list to appear on the program. More than just a performance program, this series also devotes 
significant time to each artist’s personal story, insights into their music, and their approach to life, 
ultimately providing the viewer a more personal and educational experience than a seat at a concert.  

Tom Murphy, Russell Smith, Chris Cunningham and Mike Parsons. Photo credit: Tim Stiller.

Inspire
with Arts and Culture
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The Violin Alone
The unlikely pairing of two extraordinary artists, Vilmos Olah, a Hungarian born violin virtuoso, and Eric 
Funk, a Montana born composer, has resulted in a new piece of music unlike anything written before, that 
pushes the boundary of classical music and our notion of “the possible.” Vili: Concerto for Violin Alone, Op 
109 redefines what music can be. Written on two staves, the top line the solo part, and the bottom line the 
orchestra part, Olah has to perform both parts simultaneously. He is the soloist and the orchestra.

“The Violin Alone” is an extraordinary documentary film portrait of this revolutionary work of music, 
shared across continents, and lands that are rich with history and struggle. Experience this triumph of 
spirit made manifest in the violinist, with his violin, alone.

Victoria
Jenna Coleman (Doctor Who) stars as the young Queen Victoria at the outset of her epic reign, which 
set the stage for an entire era that would be named in her honor. Following Victoria from her accession 
to the throne at age 18, through her education in politics, courtship and marriage, Victoria paints a 
portrait of a monarch who was raised to be the pawn of her powerful elders but who wasted no time in 
showing the empire who was in charge.

Jenna Coleman as Victoria. Courtesy of ITV Plc.

Poldark Season 3 Masterpiece
Almost 40 years ago Captain Ross Poldark galloped across the TV screens of millions of PBS viewers, 
vexing villains and winning female hearts in one of MASTERPIECE’s earliest hit series, Poldark. Now the 
gallant captain rides again in a thrilling new version with all the action, adventure, and romance of the 
original, plus even more spectacular Cornish scenery and rousing local color. Aidan Turner (“The Hobbit”) 
stars as Ross Poldark, a redcoat who returns to Cornwall after the American Revolutionary War to 
discover that his father is dead, his lands are ruined, and his true love is about to marry his first cousin.

Call the Midwife
Season 6 begins in 1962 and it is evident how times are changing, from increased liberation for women 
to the shadow of infamous gangsters to the introduction of new government policies. In Poplar, when 
the rather austere Sister Ursula is appointed the new head of Nonnatus House, Sister Julienne finds 
herself demoted and working alongside the midwives as an ordinary member of the staff. She is not 
the only one to face challenges closer to home. As they strive to help mothers and families cope with 
the demands of childbearing, disability, disease and social prejudice, the beloved medics must make 
choices—and fight battles—of their own. 

Daniel Kendrick as George Marsh, Erin Doherty as Jessie Marsh. Courtesy of Neal Street Productions 2016.

Great British Baking Show
“The Great British Baking Show” follows amateur bakers from diverse backgrounds who tackle culinary 
trials that increase in difficulty as the competition unfolds. In each episode, challenges come in three 
categories: a Signature Bake, to test the contestants’ creative flair and baking ability; a Technical 
Bake, in which challengers receive basic recipes with ingredient lists and minimal instruction; and the 
Showstopper Bake, designed to display depth of skill and talent.

Judges Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood, with hosts Sue Perkins and Mel Giedroyc. Courtesy of Mark Bourdillon, © Love Productions.

A Capitol Fourth
“A Capitol Fourth,” America’s national Independence Day celebration, kicked off our country’s 241st 
birthday with an all-star musical extravaganza broadcasted live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol. 
With 20 cameras positioned around the city, viewers were front and center for the greatest display of 
fireworks anywhere in the nation.

http://www.montanapbs.org/home/
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Contribute 
You make a difference…in so many ways

There are many ways viewers demonstrate their commitment to 
public television in Montana. 

Sustaining members
At the end of 2017 we are proud to announce that out of 15,000 members, we have nearly 3,500 
sustaining members contributing on average $45,000 per month in support of MontanaPBS. This 
dependable monthly income provides stability to the station and allows improved planning and budgeting 
throughout the year. Thank you!

You too can feel the satisfaction of knowing that for as little at $5 a month—considerably less than the cost 
of a movie ticket—you are ensuring that award winning high-quality programming remains accessible to 
viewers in Montana for generations to come.

Benefits of becoming a Sustainer:
• Quick, easy and secure
• Automatic monthly payments deducted from your bank account or credit card
• Provides reliable funding for the programs you enjoy
• Membership always remains current
• Saves paper and postage
• Receive the monthly program guide without interruption

Leave your legacy to Montana’s largest classroom
Each of us wants to know that our lives have made a difference. Through our actions and deeds, we 
seek to leave our mark on our community and demonstrate to friends and family what we stand for.

A very significant way to do that is to include MontanaPBS in your estate plans. Your planned gift 
donation represents a remarkable legacy that you leave to your children, grandchildren, friends, and 
community as you will be helping to assure that the kinds of programs that have meaning to you today 
will be available to others long into the future. 

Your planned gift donation enables us to fulfill our mission: sharing diverse stories; connecting our 
citizens, discovering common ground; and celebrating the independent spirit and beauty of Montana.  

Generally, planned gifts to MontanaPBS are invested in a manner that provides long-term stability to the 
station in order to improve our existing facilities and continue our excellence in providing statewide public 
television programming. 

You may want to consider:
• A bequest
• A gift through your Will or Living Trust
• Gifts with retained income for you  

or others

• Gifts of retirement plan assets 
• Gifts of real estate property
• Gifts of life insurance

MontanaPBS is proud to have strong partnerships with planned giving specialists located at the 
Montana Community Foundation, Montana State University Alumni Foundation and the University 
of Montana Foundation to help assist with your planned giving needs. Contact Crystal Beaty, Senior 
Director of Development with MontanaPBS at 406-994-6221 or crystal@montanapbs.org for more 
information or to get started planning for your future and ours.

By carefully planning your decisions, your individual taxes may be less, and your generosity will help 
MontanaPBS — a statewide resource serving Montana families and individuals every day of the year.

http://www.montanapbs.org/home/
mailto:crystal%40montanapbs.org?subject=
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Endowment
An endowment fund is a permanent, self-sustaining source of funding. Endowment assets are invested. 
Each year, a portion of the value of the fund is paid out to support the fund’s purpose, and any earnings 
in excess of this distribution are used to build the fund’s market value. In this way, an endowment 
fund can grow and provide support for its designated purpose in perpetuity. When you establish or 
contribute to an endowment fund, you create a permanent legacy of support for MontanaPBS.

MontanaPBS is proud to have three endowments established and available to accept your 
contributions. Please visit the following websites for more information.

Montana Community Foundation www.mtcf.org/Giving/Give-Now?fn=Montana+PBS+Endowment

Montana State University Alumni Foundation http://plannedgiving.msuaf.org/endowed-gifts

University of Montana Foundation http://supportum.org/guidetogiving/Endowments/default.php

Increase the impact of your donation
Did you know that with a matching gift you can sometimes double or even triple the power of your gift? 
Your company may match your gift to MontanaPBS and increase the total amount of your contribution.

Here’s how it works:
Check with your Human Resources office to see if they offer a matching gift program. If they do, they 
will match your gift to a certain level. All you need to do is pick up your company’s required form and 
send it to us. We’ll take care of the rest.

Our website has a limited list of organizations who participate in matching gift programs. If you are a 
current or retired employee of one of these companies, they may match your contribution. Visit www.
montanapbs.org/support/other to find out more.

If your company is not listed, ask your personnel department if they have a matching gift program. 
Many do. Maybe yours does too! 

If your company is not listed, ask your personnel department if they have a matching gift program. 
Many do. Maybe yours does, too.

Send your company’s matching gift form to:
Friends of MontanaPBS
PO Box 10715
Bozeman, MT  59719-0715

Donate a vehicle, motorcycle, RV or farm machinery
You make the donation, we receive the proceeds of the sale, minus the costs. We gladly accept cars, 
trucks, motorcycles, boats, RV’s, campers and even some farm machinery. Your donation supports 
Friends of MontanaPBS — and you may be able to take a tax deduction.

Just call toll-free 1-844-200-5876 or fill out the online form at www.montanapbs.org/support/vehicles 
and we’ll take care of the rest, including pick-up at no cost to you. Once your vehicle has been sold, 
you’ll be sent a receipt for your tax records, and the sale proceeds will be donated to MontanaPBS in 
your name. You will also receive a one-year membership to MontanaPBS.

To donate a vehicle, it must be clear of liens or assignments; you need a clear title — a title with your 
name as owner. You may be eligible for a tax deduction equal to the gross proceeds from the sale of 
the donated vehicle. Contact your tax advisor about the possible tax deduction. 

For other ways you can help support your public television service contact us at 1-866-832-0829 or 
email membership@montanapbs.org.

http://www.mtcf.org/Giving/Give-Now?fn=Montana+PBS+Endowment
http://plannedgiving.msuaf.org/endowed-gifts
http://supportum.org/guidetogiving/Endowments/default.php
http://www.montanapbs.org/support/other/
http://www.montanapbs.org/support/other/
http://www.montanapbs.org/support/vehicles
mailto:membership%40montanapbs.org?subject=
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Non-commercial program of the year
The Violin Alone Scott Sterling, Producer/Director  
Runner-Up: Backroads of Montana: Sharpshooters William Marcus,  
Gus Chambers, John Twiggsa and Ray Ekness 

The Montana Broadcasters Association, EB Craney Awards, are awarded in June each year and recognize  
excellence in Montana produced programming.

Promotion – Program – Single Spot
The Violin Alone Scott Sterling, Producer/Director

The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, Northwest Chapter, 54th Annual Regional Emmy Awards.

Arts/Entertainment - Program/Special
Backroads of Montana: Sharp Shooters John Twiggs, Producer 
Ray Ekness, Producer

Public/Current/Community Affairs – Program/Special
The Rundown with Beth Saboe: The Future of Colstrip Ben Skudlarek, Producer   
Beth Saboe, News & Current Affairs Producer

Politics/Government – Program/Special
The Rundown with Beth Saboe: On the Ballot Ben Skudlarek, Producer 
Beth Saboe, News & Current Affairs Producer

The Rundown with Beth Saboe: Montana’s Next Governor 
Ben Skudlarek, Producer   Beth Saboe, News & Current Affairs Producer

Promotion – Program – Single Spot
The Violin Alone Scott Sterling, Producer/Director

Director 
11th & Grant with Eric Funk featuring Julia Cory Slovarp & Friends Scott Sterling

Graphic Arts
The Rundown with Beth Saboe – Series Graphics Package Kyle Sorenson

Audio
11th & Grant with Eric Funk featuring Julia Cory Slovarp & Friends  
Jeremiah Slovarp

2017 National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences,  
Northwest Chapter, Silver Circle - Society of Honor 
Inducted Jack Hyyppa, Founding General Manager of KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS

2017 Content Production – Performance
11th & Grant with Eric Funk Scott Sterling, Creative Director

The NETA Awards are annual recognition of member-produced excellence in public broadcasting, 
a tradition established more than 40 years ago by the pioneering Southern Educational 
Communications Association. NETA is a professional association founded in 1997 to serve public 
television licensees and affiliated educational organizations. The organization has members in 44 
states, the District of Columbia and the Virgin Islands. NETA is headquartered in Columbia, S.C.

1 EMMY 
Award

2 EB Craney 
Award

8 EMMY  
Nominations

1 NETA  
Award

Awards & Accolades 2017
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Quality television has the power to elevate our understanding of the world, 
encourage respect for one another and influence our lives in a positive 
way. MontanaPBS shares diverse stories; connects our citizens;  
discovers common ground; and celebrates the independent spirit and 
beauty of Montana.

MontanaPBS will provide all Montanans with local, public television that is fully sup-
ported by the citizens, businesses, foundations and public representatives of this state.

MontanaPBS will broadcast programs that educate our people; that discuss current is-
sues and reveal our history; that satisfy our curiosity, our musical ear, our artistic eye and 
even our sense of humor; and, ultimately, present programs that respect our intelligence.

MontanaPBS will connect the residents of this state to each other, to their country 
and their world through the use of broadcast television, the Internet and community 
outreach projects. We will be an electronic town square that encourages the sharing 
of ideas, opinions and information.

MontanaPBS will choose programs based on community impact and will engage 
in services that echo the independent spirit and neighborly concern that is the hall-
mark of our state.

Honesty All that we do must be with integrity and fairness, whether we are choos-
ing programs to air; communicating with our viewers, members and citizens; or 
working with our colleagues and volunteers.

Unity Our programs and outreach services should unite us to each other and to the 
world around us, all the while respecting our differences and celebrating our uniqueness.

Tolerance By offering a window into the world of people next door as well as 
worlds away, MontanaPBS encourages tolerance and respect.

Citizenship MontanaPBS seeks to build a strong community of citizens who are 
able to make educated, informed choices for their state and their world. We encour-
age involvement in civic life and respect the values of our democratic society.

Accountability MontanaPBS will always take ownership of the choices made by 
the staff and volunteers, and will use its mission, vision and values to inform all deci-
sions. Donors and viewers have the right to know about the station’s goals, structure 
and activities.

Independence By serving as a local, independent voice that is beholden to the 
citizens of Montana and not outside influences, MontanaPBS can focus on mak-
ing a difference in our state.

Impact Our programs will be measured by the positive impact they have on our citi-
zens and not by the supporting revenue they generate. The feedback of our viewers 
and members will inform our choices for programming and outreach.

KUSM-TV, MontanaPBS
Montana State University
Visual Communications Bldg 183
P.O. Box 173340
Bozeman, MT  59717-3340
406.994.3437
Fax 406.994.6545

KUFM-TV, MontanaPBS
University of Montana
Broadcast Media Center
32 Campus Drive
Missoula, MT  59812-8064
406.243.4101
Fax 406.243.3299

Friends of MontanaPBS
Our mission is to support MontanaPBS through advocacy, community engagement and fundraising.

BOARD OFFICERS
Chair Dax Schieffer, Bozeman; Vice Chair Sally Maison, Bozeman;  
Secretary Michele Robinson, Butte; Treasurer Barbara Berens, Missoula

BOARD MEMBERS
Billings Margie MacDonald; Bozeman Nancy Cornwell, Aaron Pruitt; Great Falls Bill Beecher, Katie 
Kotynski; Helena Kirk Miller, Bruce Whittenberg; Kalispell Tony Brockman; Missoula Ray Ekness, 
Peggy Kuhr, Sue Malek; Whitefish Betsy Cox, Louisa Nye; UM Missoula Bobbie Evans;  
MSU Bozeman Terry Leist

www.montanapbs.org/friends

An electronic copy of this report, as well as full financial data and other information is  
available online at montanapbs.org/AnnualReports

Mission

Vision

Values

http://www.umt.edu/
http://www.montana.edu/


http://www.montanapbs.org/support/planned-giving/legacy-society/

