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Fine: Where Does the Money Go?       
 
The State of South Dakota has a 

government made up of three parts, the 
Executive, Legislative and Judicial 
Branches. Many South Dakotan’s provide 

services within these branches.  For 
example, the Governor and law 

enforcement officers work for the 
Executive Branch, enforcing laws passed 

by the Legislative Branch.  The Legislative 
Branch includes our state representatives 
and senators.  The third branch is the 

Judicial Branch, which is our court system.  
The court system functions to interpret the 

laws created by the Legislative Branch.  The court system also punishes criminals 
by sentencing them to jail or by making them pay fines for breaking laws. In South 
Dakota magistrate courts manage infractions like speeding tickets. The proceedings 

take place in county courthouses (Interactive South Dakota Courthouse Map/ 
Temple of Justice Documentary) across South Dakota.    

 
Traffic violations generate significant funds annually for the State of South Dakota 
and local municipalities. The following table, provided by the South Dakota Unified 

Judicial System (Select 50 Traffic Violations and Municipal Ordinances Violations), 
indicates statewide fines and court costs in SD for fiscal year 2013; total fines and 

court costs were $7,941,217.11. The fines collected, by the State of South Dakota, 
are used to supplement many programs and funds.  
 

During this activity your 
students will learn about the 

programs and funds supported 
by speeding violations incurred 
on interstate highways in 

South Dakota. Your students 
will calculate the percent each 

fund/program receives from a 
typical ticket. Then your 
students will use a “Law Log” 

from a local paper to calculate 
how much money is acquired 

for each fund/program during 
the reporting period.  

McCook County Judge Gavel 

                                                                            South Dakota Unified Judicial System 

http://www.sdpb.org/templesofjustice/map/
http://www.sdpb.org/templesofjustice/
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/annual/fy2013/traffic.pdf
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/about/Speeding_ticket.pdf
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/annual/fy2013/traffic.pdf
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Process:  
 Your students should 

complete the following 
activity. The activity 

should be completed 
alone or in pairs.  

 
 
 

 
 

 Provide each student with 
a (“For a $105.00 
Speeding Ticket On 

Interstate Highway 
Including Fines and 

Costs”) handout, which is 
provided by the South 
Dakota Unified Judicial 

System.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Using the information from the handout 
above, the students should calculate the 
percent each fund/program receives from 

the $105.00 speeding ticket.   

South Dakota Unified Judicial System 

http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/about/Speeding_ticket.pdf
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/about/Speeding_ticket.pdf
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/about/Speeding_ticket.pdf
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/about/Speeding_ticket.pdf
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/about/Speeding_ticket.pdf
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/
http://www.ujs.sd.gov/uploads/about/Speeding_ticket.pdf
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 Many local papers have a section that 

includes fines and other public statistics. 
The students will use the “Fines” section 

to gather speeding ticket data. 
 

 The students should use the data 

provided in the paper to calculate the 
total amount of money that was 

generated in speeding tickets fines.  
 

 Then the students should calculate how 
much money was generated for each 

category listed in the “For a $105.00 
Speeding Ticket On Interstate Highway 
Including Fines and Costs” handout.   

   
  Note: 

o The “For a $105.00 Speeding 
Ticket On Interstate Highway 

Including Fines and Costs” 
handout indicates where the 
money goes for interstate 

highway fines of $105.00.  
 

o The fines in the paper will not 
indicate the location of the 
speeding ticket and many will not 

be $105.00. The students should 
use all of the data. We will 

assume, for this assignment that 
all fines incurred, whether city, 
county or state, use the same 

categories indicated in the 
handout.    

 

Taking it to the Next Level: 
 

 The students should use Excel or a similar program to write cell formulas that 

calculate the required values.   

Teacher Tip 

 Do not get a speeding 

ticket during this 

assignment. 

 
Contact EdServices@sdpb.org for 

more information about SDPB’s educational resources 

mailto:EdServices@sdpb.org

