
 

 

 

Blackboards and Computers  

Class Activity – Long Walk 

 

Introduction: I can still remember going to public events at small 
one room schools in rural South Dakota. The area farmers and 
their families would gather for a school play or social that ended 

with some of the older men playing accordions. For some reason, 
I also remember receiving a small bag of unsalted peanuts in the 
shell and an orange at every Christmas pageant.  
 
I never did, but I had 
friends that attended 
these one-room 
schools before the 
major closure and 
consolidation took 
place across the state. 

They had to make the 
challenging transition 
of attending a larger 
school in town and 
riding a bus to school 
every morning. 
 
The memories of these great schools are quickly fading as new 
generations emerge. Some of the schools have been converted 
into homes, others have been preserved by local Historical 

Societies, but most are falling apart or have been converted into 
farmland. 
 
There were many country schools, but the students still had to 
walk 2-3 miles each way. During this activity, your students will 
calculate how long it would have taken to get to school when  



 

 

walking and riding a bike. A football field will be used to calculate 
how long it would take to walk/ride 300’. This data will then be 
used to estimate the time taken to get to school.     

Process: 

• Use a stopwatch to time how long it takes to walk the 
length of the football field – 300’. 
 

• Use a stopwatch to time how long it takes to ride a bike 
the length of the football field – 300’. 
 

• Calculate how long it would have taken to get to school.  

First calculate how many times farther one, two, and 
three miles are than 300’. 

5,280’ (1 mile)   =  17.6    

      300’    

Rounding, one mile is approximately 18X the 
length of a football field. Using 17.6, two miles 
would be approximately 35X the length; three 
miles would be approximately 53X the length.  

Multiply the amount of time it takes in seconds to walk 
the 100 yards by the values above to estimate the 
amount of time to walk one, two, and three miles. 
Divide by 60sec/min to get the number of minutes it 
would take.  

Multiply the amount of time it takes in seconds to ride 
the 100 yards by the values above to estimate the 
amount of time to ride one, two, and three miles. 
Divide by 60sec/min to get the number of minutes it 
would take.  
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