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The Game Changer – The Human Brain

WE HAVE LEARNED 
MORE IN THE LAST 20 

YEARS ABOUT THE 
BRAIN AND ITS 

FUNCTIONS THAN WE 
HAVE IN THE PAST 200 

YEARS.



Brain Development 

•From birth to age 5, a child’s brain develops 
more than at any other time in life. And 
early brain development has a lasting 
impact on a child’s ability to learn and 
succeed in school and life. The quality of a 
child’s experiences in the first years of life –
positive or negative – helps shape how 
their brain develops.

-Firstthingsfirst.org



Brain 
Development 



Brain Development – Best Learning Practices

Start early
With 

Language Development
Social/Emotional Development

Exposure to the World



The Benefits of Early Learning 

• Children at risk who do not participate in high-quality early education programs 
are 50% more likely to be placed in special education

• 25 percent more likely to drop out of school

• 60 percent more likely to never attend college

• 70 percent more likely to be arrested for a violent crime. and 40 percent more 
likely to become a teen parent. 

A quality Early Learning program has positive results in every area including:
• Educational Savings
• Taxes on Earnings
• Welfare Savings 
• Crime Saving

- Perry Preschool Project, The Heckman Equation, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 



The Benefits of Early Learning 

The return on investing in quality Early 
Learning programs is $12.90/$1 spent. 
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Status of  Young Children in SD

• 2015 population under 5 years 61,244
• 0-12,419, 1=12,520, 2=12,147, 3=12,137, 4=12,021

Data source: Missouri Census Data Center. (2017). Population Estimates by Age [2015]. Available from https://census.missouri.edu/population-by-age/

• 76% of children under age 6 have all available parents in the labor force 
(2015 data).  The national average is 65%.  SD is highest in nation.

“Facts on Kids in South Dakota, Volume 17, 1st Quarter-2017, SD KIDS COUNT

• Number of children under age 5 in poverty (2015) is 20% or 14,000 children
Some communities can be over 90% 

SD KIDS COUNT  Factbook 2016 pg. 10

• SD one of 4 states without state funded pre-K (ID, NH, SD, WY)
(in other words 92% of states DO have state funding)…

NIEER State of Preschool Yearbook 2016 http://nieer.org/state-preschool-yearbooks/yearbook2016

https://census.missouri.edu/population-by-age/


Who is going to Preschool in South Dakota 

Fee
and 
School/Community 
Based 

Head 
Start

Wealthy                                                                                                                      Poor 

GAP



Two Key Issues in Early Learning in SD 
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South Dakota Public Broadcasting 



To serve children 

and 

not sell something 

to them. 

Our Mission

15



To ensure that every child in 

South Dakota  enters 

kindergarten ready for school 

and for life, supported by 

informed and engaged parents, 

professional educators, and 

caregivers.

Our Vision

16





PBS and SDPB Programming and Resources 



Children and Families 

with adequate 

to abundant resources

Children and 
Families with 

limited resources

Children and 
Families with 

little to no 
resources



Parents

Educators Childcare 
Providers

SDPB Early 
Learning 
Initiative 
Services Three 
Groups!  



South Dakota Early Learning Guidelines 



PBS and SDPB Programming and Resources 



America’s Largest Classroom

PBS and SDPB Programming and Resources 

PBS KIDS on Multiple Platforms is 
EQUIVALENT ACADEMICALLY TO A 
QUALITY PRESCHOOL*

*Northwestern University Study 



PBS and 
SDPB 

Programming 
and 

Resources

South Dakota 
Early 

Learning 
Guidelines 





PBS Resources

https://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sesame-number-of-the-day-20/song-number-of-the-day-20-sesame-street/
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Welcome to the latest edition of the SDPB Education Update Newsletter.  
 
Please forward this newsletter to fellow coworkers and encourage them to JOIN 
today. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/SoDakPB - Like us on Facebook! 
https://twitter.com/SoDakPB - Follow us on Twitter!  
 
************************************************* 
1. SDPB Online Schedules  
2. Approaches to Learning 
3. Social an Emotional Development 
4. Communication, Language, and Literacy 
5. Cognitive Development 
6. Health and Physical Development 
7. Activities: Arts, Fitness, Language, Science and Math, Social Studies 
 
 
************************************************* 
1. SDPB 1 Kids Television Schedules/ SDPB 4 PBS Kids Television Schedule 
                   

Featured Collection:  
 

Curious George: “STEM”  
Active learning begins with curiosity! The Curious George 
STEM Collection is a great way to help young children 
understand science, technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM) concepts, such as measuring, building, and simple 
machines. Lesson plans with Curious George videos offer 
hands-on investigations and exciting new learning 
opportunities that will inspire children to explore the world 
around them. Program Site Grade: PreK - 4  
 

************************************************* 
2. Approaches to Learning:   
Curiosity, Information-Seeking, and Eagerness; Initiative, Effort, Engagement, 
and Persistence; Risk-Taking, Problem-Solving, Flexibility, and Resiliency; Play 
and Imagination 
 

Online Resources: 
 

Building Bridges – The Cat in the Hat 
Join Nick, Sally, and the Cat in the Hat as they learn about 
bridges and what makes them work! 
Video and Activity/ Grades: PreK-K 
   

************************************************* 
3. Social and Emotional Development:   
Developing a Positive Sense of Self; Developing Relationships; Self-Regulation 
and Pro-Social Behaviors 
 

Online Resources: 
 

Body Movement – Get Up and Go! 
How does your body look when you are sad? How about when 
you are happy? 
Abby Lindemann from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Center for Healthy Minds leads young viewers through an 
exercise using awareness of the body to notice emotions and 
feelings. 
Video/ Grade: PreK - 2 

 
************************************************ 
4. Communication, Language and Literacy  
Communicating and Oral Language Development; Foundations for Reading 
and Writing; Learning New Languages  



Social Media 



Let’s Talk about 
Screen Time Concerns 

• Reading and reading to children is still the best 
educational intervention for early learners. 

• Kids are over-served by media and under-served by media 
and content of quality that matters.

• Not all screen time is created equal. We should limit the 
amount of screen time, but quality screen time is a vital 
part of the modern educational process. 





South Dakota 
Public Broadcasting
Early Learning 
Initiative 

SDPB 

Early Learning Initiative

SDPB/PBS Programming 
and the SD Early 

Learning Guidelines

Social and Emotional 
Development 

Communication, 
Language and Literacy

Cognitive

Development 

Health and Physical 
Development 

Outreach to 
stakeholders 

Professionals and 
Parents 

Newsletter

Social Media 

Workshops and 
Visitations 

Strong State 
Partnerships 

Early Learner 

South Dakota 

SD Library Association

Department 

of Education 

Parent Groups 



Now is the time for the SDPB 
Early Learning Initiative

Demographics 
and the need

Changes in 
resources 
SDPB/PBS

Early Learning 
Guidelines

Why 
Now? 
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