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INTERTRIBAL ALLIANCE FOR RIGHT RELATIONS 
Reply to CSU System Board of Governors statement regarding Hughes Land 
Back (published 8/12/2021 on SOURCE)  
AUGUST 17, 2021 
 
Colorado State University’s Land Acknowledgement is a promise to be kept, not a poem of 
empty hope to be recited as lip service. Recognition and words alone are not enough to restore 
the cosmic balance after the systematic displacement, forced assimilation, and genocide of the 
Native and Indigenous Nations and Peoples of this continent.  
 
The collaborative creation of CSU’s Land Acknowledgement was a vital and crucial first step on 
the path of Truth & Reconciliation within the university system and in present-day Colorado. 
Sharing and referring to that Land Acknowledgement is an important, ongoing part of that 
process.  
 
Now, it’s time for the CSU and the CSU system Board of Governors to take the next step: 
moving from Land Acknowledgement to Land Action and Land Back. 
 
Tangible restorative justice is everyone's responsibility, even if it isn't in your job description, 
charter or bylaws.  
 
Contrary to popular belief, "fiduciary" does not mean financial. It means "of or relating to 
confidence or trust." And the CSU System Board of Governors' fiduciary responsibilities with 
regard to the citizens of the State of Colorado, whether written or understood, include upholding 
democracy and engaging in Right Relations with the First Nations and Peoples of this land, who 
are still here—and Colorado citizens—in the present day. 
 
We're glad to hear the CSU System Board of Governors is open to "continuing the conversation 
thoughtfully, and to continue to listen, learn, and adapt.” Here are some questions to fuel that 
conversation: 

● The CSU System stated, "the federal government sold CSU the Hughes property in the 
1950s." In fact, the Quitclaim deed of that transaction, on record with the Larimer County 
Clerk and Recorder's office and dated September 17, 1957, verifies the land which 
Hughes once occupied was conveyed for $0.“ A Quitclaim deed is often used when the 
person or entity selling or conveying a property is not able to verify or give clean title. 
What else might the CSU System have yet to learn (or unlearn) and share with the 
public about its history? 

● How are CSU's plans for the Hughes land aligned with not only state and federal laws 
(including Article VI, Clause 2 of the Constitution) but also treaty laws, which remain in 
effect even if old, dishonored or broken? 

https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/article-6/clause-2/
https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/article-6/clause-2/
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● Can CSU, the CSU System Board of Governors or the CSU Research Foundation 
(CSURF) produce a clear title for the Hughes land going back to the treaties, with 
documentation from the tribal nations and their descendents? 

● Per the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), has 
the CSU System Board of Governors secured Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) 
for its plans for the Hughes land from the 48 tribes, bands and nations with ties to this 
land? 

● Given President Biden's memorandum on strengthening nation-to-nation relationships, 
what action steps are CSU and the CSU System Board of Governors taking to restore 
Right Relations with the 48 tribes, bands, and nations of present-day Colorado? 

● How is the CSU System Board of Governors itself moving from Land Acknowledgement 
to Land Action and Land Back? 

We single out the Hughes land as unique and actionable right now because  
 

1. The CSU System Board of Governors has immediate plans to "dispose" of this land 
without Free, Prior and Informed Consent from the Native Nations and Indigenous 
Peoples with ties to this land;  

2. In the mid-1990s CSU promised to return the land to First Nations stewardship;  

3. Land Back action would honor existing treaties and agreements, while displacing no one 
from this vacated parcel;  

4. Fort Collins voted to protect the 165-acre parcel as Public Open Lands and the 
Associated Students of Colorado State University (ASCSU) voted to uphold those 
democratic election results;  

5. CSU has already profited greatly from this unceded treaty land, which it received for $0 
as a land grant in 1957;  

6. Developing the Hughes land would have a disproportionately negative impact on the 
LAWWW (Land, Air, Water, Wildlife, Ways) because of its specific geographic location 
against the Foothills and as part of a nature corridor. 

The CSU System Board of Governors now has local, statewide and national attention for what is 
happening with the Hughes land. 
 

This includes the attention of the Intertribal Alliance for Right Relations; present-day 
Colorado residents and displaced families of the 48 tribes, bands and nations with ties to 
this land; the Northern Arapaho Nation, now of Wind River, Wyoming; the Cheyenne & 
Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma; the Ute Nation; the Lakota Nation; the Apache Nation of 
Colorado; the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy; the Four Winds American Indian 
Council; Spirit of the Sun; the BIPOC Alliance; and many more. 

http://www.fao.org/indigenous-peoples/our-pillars/fpic/en/
http://www.fao.org/indigenous-peoples/our-pillars/fpic/en/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/26/memorandum-on-tribal-consultation-and-strengthening-nation-to-nation-relationships/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/26/memorandum-on-tribal-consultation-and-strengthening-nation-to-nation-relationships/
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It includes the attention of the U.S. Secretary of the Interior and the Governor of 
Colorado. 
 
It includes the attention of Fort Collins voters who clearly, quantifiably, and 
unambiguously directed City Council to protect and secure the 165 acres of Hughes land 
as Public Open Lands for the entire community: On April 6, 2021, Fort Collins voters 
passed the ballot measure to do so with nearly 70% of the vote. 
 
It includes the attention of all ASCSU representatives, who clearly, quantifiably, and 
unambiguously want the Fort Collins democratic vote honored: On April 7, 2021, the 21 
elected senators of ASCSU voted unanimously to pass "Resolution #5007: Demanding a 
Democratic Process for the future of Hughes Natural Area," which called on CSU "to 
partner with the City of Fort Collins and Planning Action To Transform Hughes 
Sustainably (PATHS) to establish Hughes Property as an open space for parks, 
recreation, natural area, and wildlife rescue/education." 

 
The CSU System Board of Governors is in the spotlight, and this is an unprecedented 
opportunity to become state, local, national and international leaders in Right Relations 
Truth & Reconciliation with Native Nations and Indigenous Peoples. 
 

"Honorable people will make every attempt to reconcile wrongs," said historian and 
indigenous consultant Rick Williams, Oglala Lakota and Northern Cheyenne. "What 
happened in Colorado to American Indians was one of the greatest injustices committed 
in America. CSU started the healing process when they committed to a Land 
Acknowledgement statement. We have honorable men and women who now have an 
opportunity to do the right thing in a good way. The Indian traditional way of healing 
begins with a gift. Now is the time for healing to begin. And what better gift than a new 
beginning in your own home land?" 

 
The value and historic significance of restoring the Hughes land to Indigenous stewardship and 
of upholding democracy in our country so greatly surpass that of a simple monetary transaction 
as to be incomparable.  
 
We call on the CSU System Board of Governors to return the unceded treaty lands where 
CSU’s Hughes Stadium once stood to the Original Caretakers: Native and Indigenous Peoples. 
Until we see Land Action, CSU’s Land Acknowledgement represents no real intent to right the 
wrongs of the past, the harm done to Native Nations and Indigenous Peoples, in tangible ways. 
 
This is a one-of-a-kind opportunity for the 48 Native and Indigenous tribes, bands, nations and 
peoples of present-day Colorado, the greater CSU community, the City of Fort Collins, and 
Northern Colorado residents to come together in a Right Relations way and make Hughes our 
new Council Tree and a seven-generations legacy for the benefit of all. 
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ORIGINAL STATEMENT FROM CSU SYSTEM BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
PUBLISHED AUGUST 12, 2021 
https://source.colostate.edu/board-leaves-discretion-to-campuses-on-covid-requirements/ 
 

“We hear and appreciate the comments related to the stewardship of the land. 
Indigenous peoples once inhabited the entire country, and the CSU Land 
Acknowledgement speaks to the importance of recognizing the history of the land 
the university is built upon. 
 
After nearly a century of settlement and owners, the federal government sold CSU 
the Hughes property in the 1950s after the land served as an equipment staging 
area and gravel pit during the construction of the dams that created Horsetooth 
Reservoir. Discussion around land stewardship is important across the United 
States; yet, singling out Hughes as unique because of CSU’s Land Grant history is 
not an accurate representation of this parcel’s history. Further, the lands entrusted 
to the Board under its legal authority are held and managed in accordance with the 
Board’s fiduciary responsibility to act in the best interests of the System and its 
institutions and for the benefit of the citizens of the State of Colorado, and disposing 
of such an asset without economic benefit is inconsistent with the Board’s duties. 
 
True to our university history, we look forward to continuing the conversation 
thoughtfully, and to continue to listen, learn, and adapt.” 

 

https://source.colostate.edu/board-leaves-discretion-to-campuses-on-covid-requirements/

