
North Families and Students,

Today, I was made aware of a potential student walkout for tomorrow (Thursday) at 9:53 a.m.
that is based on a Change.Org petition for DPS: https://chng.it/TVVtKdfQXP. At the present
time, we have not identified the students who are interested in participating in the walkout. This
is unfortunate because we welcome the opportunity to meet with them about what they
specifically would like to see take place at North that is not already happening. The Denver
Department of Public Health & Environment (DDPHE) and other health agencies have
determined that in-person learning can be done safely, and we will continue to follow all
guidelines just like we have at North during the entire pandemic:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html.

While the petition is not specific to North, below are some of the things that we have been doing
and will continue to do at North to provide a safe, in-person learning experience that takes into
account the physical health and mental health of our students.

● North Covid Number Sharing - Each week in the North Family Communication, we
share the COVID update numbers. As of this afternoon, we currently have 2 staff
members and 11 students who have active COVID-19 cases. Anyone who calls in and is
sick with symptoms is followed up with and documented per district guidelines. In
addition, any close contacts are communicated with families so that everyone can
monitor for symptoms.

● Masking - Universal masking is expected for anyone on the North Campus. KN95
masks are available for any student or staff member who is interested in wearing one.
Students who are not wearing their masks appropriately are reminded and their family is
notified.

● Testing - We are thankful that additional tests will be made available through the federal
government and that the State of Colorado has provided tests to families. Here are
resources for testing if you need them:

○ https://www.covidtests.gov/
○ https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid-19-testing-at-home
○ https://covidcheckcolorado.org/
○ If you have health insurance, work with them to determine the process for

purchasing tests
● AirFlow and Ventilation - We are very fortunate at North that we have a relatively

modern facility that has a heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system that
filters air extremely well.

● Supporting Students Who Are Out - All North courses utilize the Schoology Learning
Management platform where resources and assignments for each class are posted.
Students who are unable to attend in person instruction can access all their course



material and can follow-up with teachers if there are any questions. We will continue to
work with any student that gets ill and support them in successful completion of their
coursework.

● Lunches - North students have access to the entire courtyard and turf field for lunch.
We have 2 lunch periods to space students out as well.

● Social Distancing - We continue to work to space students out in classrooms and to
have students move through hallways during passing periods as quickly as possible.

● Staffing - While staffing has been a challenge across the district, North has remained
flexible to be able to cover for staff who are out, and we are proactive in identifying areas
that will need coverage. We have amazing staff members who are supported by our
guest teacher team. All of them are here at North to support all students!

This evening, we ask that you talk with your student about COVID-19 safety measures and, if
things come up that we can be doing better, please email me at scott_wolf@dpsk12.net or give
me a call at 720.423.2905.

While I have your attention, please take this time to get vaccinated or boosted, as vaccination
has been proven to be the single most important step that individuals can take to protect their
health and the health of others.  You can learn more at the links below or by calling the Denver
Health Clinic at 303-602-8958.

● Facts about COVID-19 Vaccine
● FAQs About the COVID-19 Vaccine
● How to find credible COVID-19 information

At North, we will always encourage student voice and civic action. At the same time, I do ask
that we encourage students to use proper channels of communication, since I would love to
meet with any students who have concerns about in-person learning at North. We will provide
space for students to continue to learn about COVID-19 and what we are doing to support
in-person learning on campus.

With that said, some students may choose to leave campus. In case this occurs, please be
aware of the following:

● Per district policy, when students leave the building without parent and/or school
permission, their absence is unexcused.

● To ensure students' safety, we will require a school or district employee to accompany
them off campus if possible. This is not a sign we support their protest; rather, that our
students' safety is our top priority.

● If students leave campus, we will notify parents as soon as possible. We may not
always, in all cases, be able to complete this notification before media report walkouts.



I know that these times are challenging for all of us, but we can work through this together. If
there is anything that my staff or I can do better or differently, please do not hesitate to reach
out!

Rowing Together,

Scott Wolf
Principal, North High School
Scott_Wolf@dpsk12.net
720.423.2905


