
General Election Candidate Criteria 
Nevada Decides - 2022 Election Debates 

 
Vegas PBS provides coverage of the political process statewide in Nevada and will decide, in its 
sole editorial discretion, which (if any) race(s) to offer debates.  Vegas PBS uses pre-
established objective criteria in selecting candidates for debates, in accordance with applicable 
law, regulation, and court precedent.  All debates will include at least two opposing candidates, 
and invitations to participate will be extended based on Vegas PBS’ good faith journalistic 
judgment with respect to newsworthiness.  Candidates will be invited to participate in a Vegas 
PBS debate or forum produced and broadcast by Vegas PBS and its partners for the 2022 
general election based on the following criteria:   

 
(1) Candidate has been legally qualified by the Nevada Secretary of State’s Office for a 

place on the general election ballot (as verified on the Office’s website) and such 
candidate’s full name appears on the official general election ballot; and 

(2) Candidate meets at least 5 of the following 7 criteria: 
 

(a) The candidate is the nominee of a political party recognized under state law, 
as determined by the Nevada Secretary of State’s Office. 

(b) The candidate has made public position statements on at least three (3) 
issues, demonstrated substantially in the form of press releases, campaign 
brochures, speeches or similar statements made publicly or on a campaign 
website. 

(c) The candidate has accepted at least $50,000 in cash contributions for the 
current election (exclusive of funding from the candidate’s own resources), as 
documented in Federal Election Commission reports or equivalent campaign 
finance disclosure information for state or local candidates. 

(d) The candidate has received more than incidental press coverage in at least 
five (5) bona fide print, online, radio, television, or cable TV news stories that 
identify him/her as a candidate for the current election. 

(e) The candidate has received at least ten percent (10%) support (not including 
any margin for error) for the current general election in a legitimate non-
partisan public opinion survey professionally conducted by a third party 
following the primary for the current election by an independent pollster. For 
the purposes of this criterion, “independent” shall mean the poll has not been 
commissioned or paid for by a candidate, campaign, political party, political 
action committee or any person or entity that financially supports the 
candidate’s campaign. 

(f) The candidate has received at least 30% of the secured voters total during 
the Nevada primaries and a minimum of 20,000 votes.  

(g) The candidate has at least two (2) endorsements from either a statewide or 
nationally recognized organization. 

 
 



The deadline for candidates to demonstrate they meet Vegas PBS’s criteria for a debate or 
forum is 4 p.m PST on that day that is twenty-one (21) calendar days prior to the day of the first 
scheduled debate or forum. Vegas PBS and its production partners reserve the right to cancel 
any scheduled program. For more information about Vegas PBS’s candidate criteria, please 
contact Natalie Cullen, ncullen@vegaspbs.org. 
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