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LOCAL 
VALUE 

Idaho Public Television offers 
unmatched services to 
families throughout the state, 
even in Idaho’s most rural 
communities: 

 Five digital transmitters
and 49 repeaters provide
free high-quality
educational and cultural
broadcasts to 97% of
Idaho households

 We offer tremendous
learning services online
and in cooperation with
local Idaho libraries

 We are highly efficient
with our funding

 Our local productions
continue to win regional
and national accolades

In FY 2014, Idaho Public Television 
provided these key local services: 

 Local programs including
Outdoor Idaho, Science Trek,
Dialogue, and Idaho Reports

 Live statewide broadcast
coverage of the Idaho
Legislature

 Live and archived video and
audio coverage of meetings
from the Capitol and Idaho
Supreme Court

 Extensive online teacher and
student resources

 Children’s educational events
such as Science Trek science
camp and the PBS Kids Writers
Contest

Idaho Public Television’s local 
services had deep impacts 
throughout the state: 

 In February 2014, Trac
Media Reports indicated that
IdahoPTV was the most-
watched PBS station per
capita nationwide

 Idaho In Session was viewed
over 109,000 times online in
CY 2014

 IdahoPTV’s Scout
educational tools were
accessed 5,454 times

 On average, 71,000 children
watched our broadcasts
each week

Idaho Public Television is an asset 
beyond measure in this state. What 
more is there to say?  

Virginia Neil, December 2014
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IMPACT 

2014 KEY 

SERVICES 



2014 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT 

IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

Idaho Public Television uses the power of television and the Internet to enhance the lives of 
thousands of Idaho families each week.  In FY 2014, IdahoPTV expanded access to government 
activities, hosted political candidate debates, maintained the reach of our over-the-air broadcasts, 
and brought exciting cultural and educational events to Idaho. Here are a few examples of what 
we accomplished: 
 
 
 
 

In January 2014, IdahoPTV equipped the 

Capitol’s East Wing Room 42 with hi-

definition cameras, enabling live video 

streaming of additional committee meetings 

and hearings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
For more than 30 years, IdahoPTV has been 

Idaho’s station of record for candidate 

debates. In CY 2014, we aired primary and 

candidate debates for statewide and federal 

offices. The gubernatorial primary debate in 

May made national news and the Idaho 

governor debate was the most-watched 

program in Idaho for the October sweeps 

period. 

 
 
 

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Gettysburg 

Address and the Idaho Territorial sesquicentennial we 

issued Idahoans a challenge — to memorize Lincoln’s 

Gettysburg Address, film a recitation, and submit their 

videos to IdahoPTV. One hundred seventy-five entries 

were submitted from diverse groups including Boy 

Scout troops, schools, and even the governor. We 

hosted several outreach events in partnership with the 

Idaho Education Network and received great feedback 

from legislators, teachers, and students on our efforts. 



2014 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

Each year, IdahoPTV engineers work hard to keep our facilities up 
and running, expand our services, and bring resources to families 
all across the state. 
 
 
 

Projects of major significance occurred at every full‐power transmitter site across the state and 
at a couple of low-power sites as well. Some of our major projects for FY2014 included:  
 
 
 
 

AC units installed or upgraded in four different 
locations across the state, ensuring that our 
transmitter facilities stay cool and our equipment 
functional. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New diesel-powered backup generators installed 
at KCDT-DT serving Coeur d’Alene and KIPT-DT 
serving Twin Falls.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
We have begun burying a fiber optic cable between the state of Idaho, Public Safety microwave 
system, and the KISU transmitter building. This link, once active, will serve as a backup signal 
delivery mechanism to all of the viewers within the reach of KISU signals. 
 
 
In Boise, we acquired new equipment to replace the 20-year-old microwave system at the 
Capitol. This new equipment will increase signal integrity and capacity and provide Idahoans 
with reliable access to government proceedings. 
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Government: 
 

 IdahoPTV hosted two McClure Center 

Symposiums on federal issues and impacts: 

Idaho’s Health Care Exchange and Science and 

the Sage Grouse 

 

 We aired debates for statewide and federal offices 

  

 IdahoPTV provided access to live and archived 

House and Senate sessions, committee meetings, 

Supreme Court hearings, and more on our website 

 
 
 

                                  
Culture: 
 

 As part of the Boise 150 Sesqui-Speaks lecture 

series, IdahoPTV hosted “Idaho History Though 

the Lens of Idaho Public Television” 

  

 697 people attended Downton Abbey premiere 

events in Hailey, Coeur d’Alene, and Meridian 

 

 IdahoPTV hosted free screenings and discussions 

of PBS Independent Lens films throughout the 

state 

  

 
 
 

                               Accessibility:   
 

 We offer over 70,000 free resources to classrooms 
and libraries throughout Idaho 

 

 Local programming is available on PC, Android, iOS, 
AppleTV, Roku, Xbox, and more 

 

 In partnership with Legislative Services, IdahoPTV 
archives recordings of legislative sessions and 
committee meetings so that interested individuals, 
teachers, and organizations can download and watch 
these proceedings anytime 

 
 
 

 

                                  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2014 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT 

STORIES OF IMPACT 

                                 

 

Engaging Idaho Citizens:  
From Boundary to Bear 
Lake, IdahoPTV reaches out 
to communities to educate, 
inform, and inspire.  
 
 

Public Safety: 
 

Idaho Public Television is constantly working to 
ensure that Idahoans have reliable access to 
programming throughout the state, even in our most 
rural areas. We are the only public television source 
for most of Idaho and the only statewide Emergency 
Alert System broadcaster—a service that is 
frequently used. For example, as a result of several 
severe thunderstorms rolling through the state in 
July and August, IdahoPTV broadcast 158 
emergency alerts throughout the state. The 
Moscow/Coeur d’Alene area had 25 alerts, the Boise 
area had 47, the Twin Falls area had 48, and the 
Pocatello area had 38. 
 

Partnerships: 
 

IdahoPTV partners with the Idaho Legislative 
Services Office, the Idaho Department of 
Administration, local libraries, schools, civic 
organizations, and national groups to bring 
educational and cultural opportunities to Idaho 
communities and beyond. 
 
 

Impact and Community Feedback: 
 

IdahoPTV is extremely important to the people who 
access our services every year. In addition to 
providing free, award-winning national and local 
programming, we have rich online resources for 
families and teachers. In FY 2014, our Web pages 
were visited by more than 1.5 million people. We 
also provide a number opportunities for individuals to 
participate in educational and cultural events such as 
screenings, science camps, and writing contests.  
 

 

We love Idaho Public TV and look forward 

each month to our TV guide and selecting 

from all the wonderful choices you provide 

the public. Thanks for all your hard work 

and dedication to making Idaho a 

wonderful place to live.  

Ron and Mary Lynne Schilling, August 

27, 2014 

 

We are so blessed to have access to three 

public TV stations. My friends in other 

states are amazed at the diversity available 

to us. Why would we watch anything else? 

Thank you!  

Lynne E. Terwilliger, December 15, 2014 

 

We are so very thankful for Idaho Public 

Television. You broadcast such quality 

educational programs and your musical 

program are second to none! Thank you for 

bringing us such wonderful programming 

that families can view together. You are our 

favorite broadcasters of public television.  

Steve and Glenda Domby, December 31, 

2014 
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Ron Pisaneschi became general manager of Idaho Public Television in 

August 2013.  Pisaneschi has served Idaho Public Television since 1985.  

During his nearly 30 years at IdahoPTV, he has served as director of 

content, director of programming, director of public information, and 

director of marketing and development before taking on his current 

duties. He currently serves on the PBS Children’s Advisory Committee 

and the PBS Digital Advisory Committee.  He served on the board of 

directors of the Public Television Programmers Association from 2002-

2007, and was president in 2006.  He has also served on CPB’s 

Research Advisory Panel and numerous national funding and 

programming advisory panels, including the National Science 

Foundation, National Endowment for the Humanities, Corporation for 

Public Broadcasting and others.  He was named the 2005 Programmer of 

the Year by his colleagues in the PBS system. 

 More than 1.5 million people accessed the 
IdahoPTV website 

 

 IdahoPTV received 61 regional and national 
awards for our local programming 

 

 We hosted over 50 outreach events 
throughout the state with more than 8,500 
people in attendance 

 

 471 K-3rd graders from all over the state 
entered the PBS Kids Writers Contest and 
230 attended awards ceremonies in 
Pocatello, Coeur d’Alene, Moscow, and 
Boise 

 

 160 children attended the 25th Science Trek 
science camp hosted by IdahoPTV and the 
Idaho Museum of Natural History 

 

 175 people entered the IdahoPTV 
Gettysburg Address contest 

 

 During the legislative session, the Idaho In 
Session site was accessed for 64,722 
unique Windows Media sessions—an 
average of 1,181 sessions per day. 

 


