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Quote 
 

I’m so happy it’s almost back. Love this series. Thanks PBS you have 
the best programming on TV. – Carol 

Thank You for Supporting a Successful Year 
 
We’re almost at the end of another year — another weird year, to say the least. But it was 
also an amazingly busy and productive year for us. 
 
Our local productions team tackled some difficult issues. We produced a documentary 
focused on adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), which is being distributed nationally. 
Outdoor Idaho tackled our dwindling salmon runs and explored the world of the potato. 
Idaho Experience revisited the New Plymouth Colony and compared two murder cases that 
happened 100 years apart. Idaho Reports turned 50, Science Trek continued educating 
millions of viewers around the world, and Dialogue brought you engaging interviews from 
the Sun Valley Writers’ Conference. 
 
Our education team has been working hard too. They’ve continued work with Montana PBS 
to share tips for teachers to integrate technology in their classrooms. They just finished their 
second round of the Brave, Strong, Resilient program at the South Boise Women’s 
Correctional Center. This program gives mothers tools to help their children name and 
express emotions. Then there’s Storytime in a Box, which focuses on school readiness skills 
for families. 



We continue to promote workforce development, identifying pathways for students to find in-demand and well-
paying jobs in Idaho. With the pandemic still hampering in-person events, we produced over 15 virtual webinars 
including a professional development course for teachers helping students cope with ACEs.  
 
There is also the behind-the-scenes work by our development, fiscal and engineering departments that keep the 
wheels turning on our bus. 
 
For me, the new job as general manager has been an endless amount of fun. One of the things I’ve enjoyed since 
August has been my personal visits with legislators. What was reinforced by the 40+ visits is the fact that despite 
all the differences between them and how they approach their work, legislators really care about our great state. I 
also see that they care about what we do here at IdahoPTV. 
 
Last but not least is you: the donor — the people who help us financially to produce local programs for all 
Idahoans and to bring educational content to rural schools and community groups. 
 
So let’s all raise a toast to salute the people who make IdahoPTV what it is. To all of you, cheers! 
 

In the Community 

 
 

Rexburg Student Honored by PBS NewsHour 
 
Ruby Barrus, a student at Madison High School in Rexburg, was one of 25 students selected 
from around the country to participate in PBS NewsHour’s 2021 Student Reporting Labs 
Academy over the summer. 

 
Student Reporting Labs (SRL) connects high school students with a network of public broadcasting mentors and an 
innovative journalism curriculum to develop digital media, critical thinking, and communication skills while 
producing original news reports. 
 
Madison High School journalism teacher Nichole Stanford brought SRL into her classroom three years ago. “The 
experience has been incredible. I went to Washington, D.C., for three days to learn from PBS and SRL people. They 
even donated equipment to our program to make sure we were up and running.” Barrus loved meeting other 
students from around the country and building connections with professional producers, adding “it was nice to 
get feedback on my story from people who have been in the business of storymaking for a long time.” 
 
Becky Wandel, youth media producer at SRL, says, “Ruby was wonderful to work with at the Academy this 
summer.” The team invites more Idaho high schools to become Student Reporting Labs. 
 
“I would absolutely recommend other teachers get involved with SRL,” says Stanford. “The curriculum alone is top 
notch and so easy to use, and the contacts that students and I have made is something that we wouldn’t have had 
without SRL.” 
 
Student work from Madison High School has appeared on the PBS NewsHour evening broadcast. 
 
To apply to bring Student Reporting Labs to your high school, contact the education department at IdahoPTV, 
(800) 543-6868, or visit studentreportinglabs.org/apply. 
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“Spud Country” 

– Airs Sunday, December 5, at 7 p.m. 
 
In Idaho, raising spuds is a traditional way of life. From planting to harvest, 
potato farming provides not only food but jobs, friends, family, community, 
culture, tradition and even fun. Dubbed the “potato state,” more than half of 
Idaho’s counties grow potatoes, producing 13 billion pounds a year. But 
beyond the numbers, what matters is potato harvest at sunset and the 
goodwill of Idaho’s agricultural community. 
 
Outdoor Idaho spent the past year gathering dozens of interviews and 
thousands of video clips in order to showcase an entire year’s worth of potato 
growing. We’ve seen the brute force it takes to farm spuds. It’s not easy and 
it’s certainly not simple. And in Idaho, potatoes are big business, which means 
high risk and high reward. From potato farmers to potato scientists, we’ll hear 
from the people whose livelihoods are dependent on spuds. 
 

“My appreciation for agriculture has skyrocketed since I began putting this show together,” said producer Lauren 
Melink. “It’s incredible the number of people it takes to ensure the entire potato operation goes off without a 
hitch. And all the offshoot businesses that are born from potatoes, like potato soap and potato vodka, it’s a bit 
mind-boggling when you think about it.” 
 
There’s pride in Idaho potatoes, and “Spud Country” gets to the root of that pride — uncovering how potatoes 
came to Idaho and why they’re still celebrated in the streets of our towns and cities. 

 

 
“Caxton: An American Press” 
– Airs Sunday, December 5, at 8:30 p.m. 

 
When J.H. Gipson joined his small family printing business in Caldwell in 1904, 
he was barely 20 and a junior high school dropout. Over the next six decades, 
Gipson would grow Caxton Printers into a successful publishing, printing, and 
school-services company. Today, Caxton is thought to be the oldest 
independent publishing house west of the Rockies, and prints everything from 
books to ballots. 
 
“Caxton: An American Press” on Idaho Experience takes a closer look at Caxton 
Press, the publishing arm of the company. We see some of the unique books 
it’s published, and learn about the intriguing life of J.H. Gipson, who was an 
avid libertarian. It also follows the printing of the newest addition to Caxton’s 
booklist, “Lucky: The Wit and Wisdom of Governor Phil Batt.” 
 
“I’ve always been fascinated with printing presses,” says producer Marcia 
Franklin. “And I’d read so many of Caxton’s books that I wanted to know more 
about that iconic company.” 
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The documentary also features Alessandro Meregaglia, an archivist at Boise State University who has uncovered new 
material about Caxton for a book he’s writing. Meregaglia shows the current publisher, Scott Gipson, letters between 
his great-grandfather J.H. and prominent Americans, letters Gipson had never seen before. 
 
Today, the sixth generation of Gipsons — sisters Megan and Hannah — works at Caxton. The company has survived a 
fire, two world wars, the Great Depression and now a pandemic. 
 
As Meregaglia says, “The history of Caxton printers is an Idaho story. And it’s a great story for the state, because it 
shows that this publisher in the middle of nowhere not only could survive, but even thrive.” 
 

 

 
“Conversations From the Sun Valley Writers’ Conference” 
– Airs Fridays at 8:30 p.m. 

 
After a hiatus due to the pandemic, “Conversations From the Sun Valley Writers’ 
Conference” on Dialogue is back with six new interviews from the acclaimed event. 
 
“I’m enthusiastic about our lineup of guests,” says Marcia Franklin, the producer and 
host of the series, who has been visiting the literary event since 2005. “Each brings a 
new view to our shared American story. I hope viewers will come away from these 
interviews with new insights.” 
 
The first three shows feature speakers from the conference who have focused on 
World War II. On Dec. 3, Daniel James Brown, the best-selling author of “The Boys in 
the Boat,” talks about his newest book, “Facing the Mountain,” which honors the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, a segregated unit of Japanese-Americans who fought 
in World War II despite the fact that many of their families were incarcerated in the 
United States simply for being of Japanese descent. 
 
Tom Ikeda (Dec. 10), who provided critical research for Brown’s book, discusses his 
Seattle-based nonprofit, Densho, which preserves the stories of Americans of Japanese 
descent during World War II. Ikeda’s parents and grandparents were imprisoned in the 
Minidoka camp in Idaho. 

 
Catherine Grace Katz (Dec. 17) talks about “The Daughters of Yalta,” her first book. In 
it, she illuminates the contributions of Anna Roosevelt, Sarah Churchill and Kathleen  

Harriman to the seminal 1945 meeting of world leaders at Yalta, which included their fathers — Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and Averell Harriman. 
 
On Dec. 24, Sarah Broom unpacks her National Book Award-winning memoir, “The Yellow House,” which chronicles 
the devastating effects that decades of neglect and bureaucratic amnesia have had on her childhood neighborhood of 
New Orleans East. The book also pays homage to the house in which she and her 11 siblings grew up. It was destroyed 
in Hurricane Katrina, but lives on in Broom’s prose. 
 
Longtime New Yorker writer and author Susan Orlean (Dec. 31) talks about her writing style and her work, which 
includes hundreds of magazine articles, “The Library Book,” and an upcoming memoir. 
 
 



On Jan. 7, novelist Tayari Jones describes the process of writing “An American Marriage,” a novel that chronicles 
the trajectory of a marriage when one of the spouses is wrongfully imprisoned. Jones talks about the serendipity 
that led to the book’s characters, as well as how her writing is informed by the experiences of her parents, who 
were both active in the civil rights movement. 
 

 
 
 

“Skin” 
 
 

Skin is the body’s largest organ. In new video shorts, host Joan Cartan-Hansen explores this complex collection of 
cells, nerves, blood vessels and glands that protect the body from disease and injury. 
 
Each month, Science Trek explores subjects with short videos available on the Science Trek website 
(sciencetrek.org), YouTube and PBS LearningMedia. 
 
The Science Trek website has facts, games, links and lesson plans correlated to Idaho and national science 
standards. 
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