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Bill Ashley brings to MDA decades of experience managing Mississippi community colleges and 
examining workforce needs in the state. He previously served as president of Shelton State Community 
College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, where he guided the college through workforce and economic 
development initiatives. He has worked with federal and state leaders to implement workforce training 
programs and partnered with companies, such as Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, Nucor and BF 
Goodrich, to provide students with the skills they needed. He has more than 20 years of experience in 
four1 of Mississippi’s community colleges where he saw firsthand how community colleges, communities 
and the state work together developing a strong workforce. In his role at MDA, he leads Business 
Research in supporting business recruitment, retention, and expansion and collaborates with Accelerate 
Mississippi to provide for the workforce training needs of business and industry in Mississippi. 
 
Dr. Ashley holds a Ph.D. from Mississippi State University (MSU) from the Department of Educational 
Leadership where he focused on Community College Leadership. Also, at MSU, he earned a graduate 
certificate in economic development from the College of Business.  Dr. Ashley holds a Master of Business 
Administration degree from Delta State University (DSU) and a Bachelor of Business Administration 
degree from DSU’s College of Business where he majored in finance.  
 
Dr. Ashley is married to Anne Marie Blossom Ashley from Caledonia, Mississippi, and they have two 
children, Sarah (Attends Southwest Mississippi Community College) and Carter (Attends Madison 
Middle). The Ashley family lives in Madison. He has served as a Rotarian (Tuscaloosa, AL & Moorhead, 
MS) and was an active member of the Tuscaloosa Business Exchange. He also served on the boards of 
the Tuscaloosa SAFE Center, Chamber of Commerce of West Alabama, and the Tuscaloosa County 
Industrial Development Authority. Dr. Ashley also served as a member of the Economic Development 
Strategic Planning Committee for the Tuscaloosa Tomorrow Partnership and was a member of Elevate 
Tuscaloosa. 

 
1 Southwest Mississippi Community College, Hinds Community College, Mississippi Delta Community College, and 
Itawamba Community College.  


