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KIDS DIGITAL STEM SERIES TAKES FLIGHT WITH OAEC & BOEING 

Partners Help Expand “What’s the Deal?” Series’ Free Resources for 

Teachers/Students 

 

November 2, 2017 -- Generous gifts from the Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives (OAEC) and 

The Boeing Company will facilitate the expansion of Oklahoma STEM education programs built around 

OETA’s Emmy award-winning “What’s the Deal?” digital series for students in grades 4-8.  

 

Daphne Dowdy, OETA Foundation President and CEO, announced that the gifts will support “What’s the 

Deal?” season three, featuring eight fun and engaging lessons on science, technology, engineering and 

math concepts associated with air and space.   

 

“The public school and home school programs currently using the ‘What’s the Deal?’ series tell us they 

are enthusiastic about its capacity to get students excited about STEM learning. With the support of 

OAEC and Boeing, we will be able to expand the STEM resources we provide at no cost to Oklahoma 

schools, teachers and home school programs.” 

 

The funds will also be used to develop free curriculum guides for teachers and provide classrooms with 

free experiment kits filled with components to allow each student to conduct hands-on experiments so 

they may better understand “What’s the Deal?” scientific principles. 

 

“We here at OAEC feel like we have a trusted partner working beside us to help educate the next 

generation of Oklahomans,” said Sid Sperry, Director of Public Relations, Communications and Research 

for OAEC. “’What’s the Deal?’ helps young, avid and enthusiastic viewers learn more about current 

topics affecting their future.” 

 

“Boeing is proud to support community partners who create innovative opportunities for students to 

learn,” said Mikeal Clayton, Boeing Oklahoma Site Leader and Senior Counsel. “Educational 

programming such as ‘What’s the Deal?’ provides an engaging method of stimulating student interest in 

STEM concepts. In this way, we chart the course for developing the thinkers and leaders who will lead us 

into the next century and beyond.” 

Hosted by series creator, Jessi Crino, “What’s the Deal?” explores the math and science that makes 

everyday things work.  Teachers and families can find episodes and free curriculum guides for Seasons 

One and Two, created in partnership with the Oklahoma Department of Education, at 

http://www.oeta.tv/watch/whatsthedeal/  

http://www.oeta.tv/watch/whatsthedeal/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Season One of “What’s the Deal?,” “Tales of the Tower,” examines the deconstruction of the 1572-foot 

KWTV broadcast tower, where OETA equipment was located for 50 years. With these episodes, students 

explore the electricity and radio frequencies that make a broadcast tower work, the physics and math of 

guy wires, and the calculations (weight, balance, wind) involved in bringing down such a tall tower. 

 

Season Two, the current season, is an “Oklahoma Road Trip” featuring lessons filmed across Oklahoma, 

including the geology that created Black Mesa, how wind turbines generate electricity, and how the 

Archimedes Principle keeps heavy cargo ships and barges afloat on Oklahoma rivers.  

 

“What’s the Deal?” Season Three, “Air and Space,” will be available in the 2018-19 academic year and 

will focus on the science of air and space travel. Students will learn about the principles of force, why 

our ears pop on planes, and how electromagnetic waves determine distance, direction and speed.  

 

OETA Foundation continues to raise funds in support of “What’s the Deal?” and its free resources for 

teachers, students and parents. The Foundation is seeking support for the fourth season of “What’s the 

Deal?” as well as additional “Air and Space” and “Oklahoma Road Show” experiment kits. For more 

information about supporting this exciting STEM initiative for Oklahoma fourth through eighth grade 

students, please contact Lisa Ondak at 405.841.9288. 

 

About OETA  
OETA is America's most watched PBS statewide network, offering all Oklahomans the opportunity to 
explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. With studios in Tulsa and 
Oklahoma City, OETA offers broad coverage of Oklahoma issues and brings worldwide news, science, 
history and the arts to two million viewers each week. More information at www.oeta.tv.  
 
About Boeing  

Through purposeful investments, employee engagement and thoughtful advocacy efforts, Boeing and its 

employees support innovative partnerships and programs that align with our strategic objectives, create 

value and help build better communities worldwide. This includes improving access to globally 

competitive learning as well as workforce and skills development, and supporting our military and 

veteran communities. In 2017, Boeing and its employees contributed more than $167 million to improve 

communities across the globe.   

About OAEC 
The Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives (OAEC) is a statewide association created and 
voluntarily supported by local electric distribution and generation/transmission cooperatives. OAEC is 
comprised of 30 member systems: 27 in Oklahoma, one in Texas and two Arkansas systems that have a 
portion of their membership residing in our state. OAEC or the “Statewide” was formed in September of 
1942, to collectively perform services which would not be economical or practical for each individual 
cooperative to perform alone.  


